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President’s Report

Ifeel a genuine sense of privilege 
and honour that the ANZURA 
board elected me as President 

at our recent AGM. At the outset, 
I would like to acknowledge the 
dedicated service of the man I took 
over from, William Wentworth. Will 

was a founding member of ANZURA and over the years, 
he has served the association with distinction in a number 
of different capacities, including several stints as President. 
Will has been a steadying influence within the Urantia 
movement, particularly during times of rapid change 
and internal upheaval. His wisdom and deep love for the 
Revelation is noteworthy and much appreciated by his fel-
lows. Will, on behalf of the membership and readership, I 
would like to thank you for the enormous contribution you 
have made to ANZURA. I personally look forward to your 
continuing counsel, support, and collaboration into the 
foreseeable future..

In case you might be interested, here are a few words about 
myself. My first contact with The Urantia Book was back in 
1992 but I didn’t become a serious reader until 2004. I 
attended my first conference in 2006 at the Sydney Interna-
tional and have been a regular participant in our national 
conferences ever since. I live in Hobart Tasmania with my 
wife Trish and two sons, James and Hugh, whom, I am 
pleased to report, happily accompany me to the confer-
ences. I am a member of the Hobart study group and I’ve 

had the privilege of hosting two National conferences here 
in Hobart.

As 2018 draws to a close, it is appropriate to reflect on the 
achievements of the year. Our National Study Day in May 
has become a regular feature on the calendar. Indeed, it has 
become an International Study Day as study groups around 
the globe synchronize their schedules so that we all study 
the same Paper over the same weekend. This year we studied 
Paper 36, The Life Carriers, and it certainly provoked some 
fascinating discussions both in the local groups as well as on 
the Association Forum.

Julian McGarry

>>
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From October 5th to 8th, we returned to the Sunshine 
Coast for our annual National conference, which once 
again was held at the Alexandra Park Conference Centre, 
in Alexandra Headland. I would like to thank Graeme 
Chapman and all his able assistants for putting on a won-
derful conference. It’s a big job so thank you once again for 
all your efforts!

Speaking of Graeme Chapman, he was elected as our new 
Secretary at the AGM replacing Phillip Marriott. Congratu-
lations to Graeme and thank you Phillip for your services 
on behalf of the association. Phillip and his wife are about 
to move to South Australia. We wish them well and hope 
that perhaps in the near future we will have a conference 
hosted by our South Australian members.

So what will the coming year bring? There is no doubt that 
we live in exciting and turbulent times, with change and 
uncertainty around every corner. The Urantia Book states 
this emphatically! We stand on the brink, on the cusp, of 
something truly momentous. Urantia is about to experi-
ence “one of its most amazing and enthralling epochs of social 
readjustment, moral quickening, and spiritual enlightenment.” [Pa-

per 195:9.2, page 2082.7] What does this mean for each of us as 
individuals, and what are the implications for the Urantia 
movement as a whole? This edition of Arena will consider 

these questions and more. I hope you enjoy the read!

As President, there are several areas of change that I would 
like to pursue. One that is often talked about is the quest to 
make ANZURA more inclusive. By this I mean an attempt 
to encourage greater participation from readers of The 
Urantia Book in parts of Australia and New Zealand, and 
indeed Oceania, who may find it difficult due to distance 
and cost, to attend a conference or study group. One pos-
sibility is to have online conferences via ZOOM sessions, 
similar to virtual study groups that function within capital 
cities and even across the globe. Another idea is to develop 
a library of conference presentations that could be accessed 
online by those who couldn’t for whatever reason attend 
the conference itself.

In closing, if you as a reader or association member have a 
helpful suggestion or an idea you’d like to talk over regard-
ing ANZURA, please feel free to contact me at my email 
address: julianmcgarry@gmail.com .

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a blessed 
holiday season, as you continue to seek the Father’s will, 
guided by his spirit and the spirit of his Son, the Spirit of 
Truth.

Julian McGarry, President, ANZURA  n 

from the President cont.

Location map showing route from Melbourne

ANNOUNCING ~ ANZURA’s Annual Urantia Book Readers’ Conference 2019

Mind Over 
Matter~Spirit 

Over Mind
Greenhills 

Conference
Centre

Stromlo 
ACT 2611

27 – 30 

Sept 2019

mailto:julianmcgarry%40gmail.com?subject=Julian


The ArenA

Summer 2018-19 page 3

By William Wentworth, Canberra

Avenue has been secured for 
ANZURA’s 2019 conference so 
mark your calendars for 27—30 

September 2019!!

The theme will be Mind Over Matter—
Spirit Over Mind and the conference will be hosted by the 
very capable “Canberra Crew”.

The conference will be held at the Greenhills Centre in 

By William Wentworth, Canberra

A s this is my last President’s 
Report it seems like a good 
opportunity to state my views 

about the role of ANZURA.

I’ve always regarded ANZURA as 
primarily a service organisation. Its function is to serve the 
members, and other readers of The Urantia Book. This is to 
state the obvious, but I state it in order to contrast it with 
other possible objectives.

It is not the function of ANZURA to change the world. 
However much members would like to make progress 
towards light and life, it is not the role of ANZURA, as an 
organisation, to concern itself with such aspirations. That 
is for individual members, and any other associations they 
may decide to bring into being.

ANZURA should focus itself on purely on making sure the 
book is available and rendering assistance to members and 
readers who are studying the book.

Similarly, it is not ANZURA’s task to rescue people or 
groups from worldly difficulties—that is for those individu-
als who are so motivated. ANZURA’s function is to see 
that those who study the book are able to do so, and are 
rendered the assistance they need in order to do so. In the 
same way, it is not ANZURA’s business to tell people how 

Stromlo, ACT just 20 minutes from Canberra’s central tour-
ist attractions and a short distance from the Cotter Dam 
recreation reserve and Mt Stromlo Observatory.

Greenhills Centre lies in a picturesque and tranquil bush 
setting where you can enjoy mountain views and the friendly 
wildlife. It’s a great base to explore the beautiful Brindabella 
Ranges and to visit Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve and Can-
berra’s Deep Space Station.

Stay tuned for more information.    n

ANZURA’s Conference Canberra — 27-30 September 2019

Outgoing President’s Parting Words at 
ANZURA’s AGM 2018

Mind Over Matter~Spirit Over Mind

to live, or how to deal with certain life situations. Mortals 
are required to work out their own problems, with the help 
of whoever feels inclined to help. ANZURA’s job is to see 
to it that the revelation is available to whoever wants to 
study it. Neither is it ANZURA’s function to bring men to 
God, or God to men, or to establish any form of religious 
observance, even though individuals may actually do such 
things as a result of studying the revelation.

ANZURA’s function is to foster the study of The Urantia 
Book. There are good reasons for this. We know that in the 
future the substance of the book’s teaching will become the 
guiding force of the planetary culture. But that is a long way 
into the future. The present task is to bring the revelation 
to the attention of those few who are interested in it, and 
capable of understanding some of its message. Probably 
only a small proportion of the planet’s inhabitants will ever 
study the book in depth, but if those who do are wise with 
understanding they will be able so to influence the course 
of events that the essence of the revelation will become the 
normal state of belief in the population at large. That is the 
threshold to light and life.

ANZURA’s role in this saga is quietly but persistently to 
work to serve the readership and assist those who wish to 
study the revelation.

With my presidency coming to an end now, I’d like to 
thank the committee for its work, particularly the admin-
istrative officer and her assistant. And I wish the new 
president a successful term in office.    n
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By Susan Hemmingsen, Auckland NZ

The 2018 ANZURA conference 
was held between the 5th to 
the 8th October at the Alex-

andra Headland Conference Centre, 
Queensland, Australia. The venue was 
set among the peaceful Queensland 

bushland and offered a lovely background chorus of na-
tive bird calls.

One of things I cherish when in the company of readers 
of The Urantia Book is that I’m able to talk about anything 
book related and experience understanding, recognition 
and further discussion on the topic. I know I won’t agree 
with everyone on everything and remind myself that what 
matters is “unity not uniformity”.

Friday afternoon and the attendees arrived, greeted by 
Graeme Chapman, the organiser of this conference, 
assisted by Rita Schaad. There were many new faces and 
old friends from the 1988 international conference in 
Robertson, NSW.

It’s always really interesting to be presented with different 
perspectives and other thoughts of other readers, and the 
presentations on Saturday were no exception. The confer-
ence theme was “God Does Not Play Dice”. “God is not 
a cosmic accident; neither is he a universe experimenter… 
the Universal Father sees the end from the beginning, and 
his divine plan and eternal purpose actually embrace and 
comprehend all the experiments and all the adventures of 
all his subordinates.”

[...] God is not a cosmic accident; neither is he a universe 
experimenter. [...] but the Universal Father sees the end from 
the beginning, and his divine plan and eternal purpose actually 
embrace and comprehend all the experiments and all the 
adventures of all his subordinates in every world, system, and 
constellation in every universe of his vast domains. [Paper 2:1.4, 
page 34.3]

The presentations were on Saturday, and are available in 
more detail elsewhere in this edition of Arena. The topics 
were as follows: 

1.  Graeme Chapman, “An introduction to the theme 
and an account of gaps in scientific understanding that 
provide for the possibility of many exciting, cosmic 
‘God-like’ phenomena”.

2. Robert Coenraads, “A pictorial history of Urantia with 
emphasis on the under-explained, potentially guided, 
aspects of biological evolution.

Reflections of ANZURA Conference—Alexandra Headland, QLD

3. Dylan Roberts, presented the findings of his Urantia 
Book Reader’s survey from earlier this year. Dylan had 
requested readers to submit 300 words describing what 
they think is the main message The Urantia Book.

4.  Susan Hemmingsen, “How Important are the Warn-
ings about Race Improvement in The Urantia Book?”.

5.  Neil Francey gave an update on some of his Urantia 
Book educational projects and derivative works. Previ-
ous publications from Neil have appeared in previous 
editions of Arena.

6 Julian McGarry gave a talk, “Proclaiming the Religion 
of Jesus”, outlining the work he is doing reaching out 
to peoples of other faiths. It was heart-warming to know 
how harmonious this has been to date. Julian is organis-
ing a larger gathering in January next year in Hobart, 
Tasmania.

Much laughter accompanied the light hearted game of 
“guess who I am” on Saturday night. Three people at a 
time sat with a cardboard crown on which was written a 
personality from The Urantia Book, and by asking ques-
tions, the three had to guess who they were. 

Robert’s daughter Francesca turned 21 around conference 
time, and Robert had put together a slideshow showing her 
attendance at many conferences over the years. It was fasci-
nating to watch her growth over this time, and to witness 
the lovely young woman she has become. Supper that night 
included birthday cake.

On Sunday morning we broke away into smaller study 
groups and studied one of the “Jesus Papers” from Part 4. 
The smaller groups gave the opportunity both to get to 
know others, and to hear varied viewpoints.

This was followed by the AGM and the resignation of 
William Wentworth who has given his time and talents 
for the past 3 decades as president and other positions on 
ANZURA’s Governing Board.  Julian McGarry was voted 
in as new president.

It is so refreshing to talk with other readers, find out how 
they were first introduced to The Urantia Book, and how 
their life experiences have been coloured by their knowl-
edge and understanding of the Fifth Epochal Revelation. 

The conference was wonderful opportunity to meet and get 
to know other readers in a relaxed and congenial atmos-
phere. Graeme Chapman needs to be congratulated for 
the organisation of this conference, and Rita Schaad was 
a lovely hostess, making sure everyone had everything they 
needed in a gracious and friendly way.    n
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This is a work based on the Urantia Papers 
and lovingly produced by Neil Francey, 
Queensland

An Introduction to 
SuperMeditation

Explore meditation in its ultimate form: SuperMedi-
tation. It is based on the highest revelatory truths of 
the modern age.

SuperMeditation links our day-to-day life with spirit 
influences. It is not a quick and easy method. It works in 
a natural way over time. It seeks to balance all attributes, 
powers and components of our being. There is no set 
method or sequence for the study of these modules. They 
need to be studied and applied in practical life circum-
stances.

SuperMeditation is the connection of material reality 
and our spiritual nature through the thinking mechanism 
we call mind. By attempting this liaison we develop our 
ability to more effectively face the demands of living.

We can also come to know the realm of our supercon-
sciousness where we engage in profound thinking and 
personal communion with our Creator. The result is the 
development of our spiritual awareness, capacity, and 
receptivity.

This approach to meditation seeks the highest ideals, 
divine goals, and worthy insights. It is free from the con-
straints of authoritative religions, mysticism, rituals, and 
habitual formulas.

It is multifaceted: thoughtful problem solving, making 
contact with our indwelling spirit, engaging in worship, 
becoming service orientated, all separate yearnings and 
yet they all interrelate. So much for the old style of pas-
sively doing nothing but chanting a mantra, focusing on 
an object, or futilely trying to empty the mind.

The supreme desire for truth, coupled with the highest 
values, ensures this practice of searching for God within 
us is the most natural, safest, and worthwhile endeavor. It 
is even our duty.

Is it effective? Does it work? Is it the way to a better life? 
Discover for yourself. Live it. It is an exciting adventure 
that lasts a lifetime.

It is your unique and personal journey.

Find the entire course on our website at:

https://anzura.urantia-association.org/2018/11/28/supermedita-
tion/           n

SuperMeditation—Meditation in the 
superconscious with the spirit of the 
infinite, eternal, and universal

https://anzura.urantia-association.org/2018/11/28/supermeditation/
https://anzura.urantia-association.org/2018/11/28/supermeditation/
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Responses to Main Message Project
by Dylan Roberts, Canberra 

Collection of Responses

With the purpose of pinpoint-
ing the primary meanings 
of The Urantia Book and 

integrating a range of views, the following question was 
asked of the Australian and New Zealand readership:

In approximately 300 words, describe the main 
message of The Urantia Book.

In order of alphabetic listing of last name, I compiled be-
low the twenty one responses I received by email. (Some 
of the responses are very short and brief, and others are 
substantially longer.)

Cecilia Bendall, reading for 32 years
At its core I suspect that the main message of The Urantia 
Book was to get Jesus’ message through. The bonus was 
a history of Urantia, from a physical and evolutionary/
revelatory perspective; an indicator of the magnitude and 
structure of the universe; God’s plans for the future of the 
universes and every personality; the parentage and role 
and function of various personality types; character por-
trayals of human traits and also personality traits that can 
cause problems; the life and teachings of Jesus; the seven 
incarnations of Jesus Michael and the reason for them.

Phil Billerwell, reading for around 7 years
Discovered The Urantia Book in 2011. Purchased the book 
and read it fully in 6 months and immediately started 
again at the beginning. Have now read it 8 times, and 
continue to read it regularly, cover to cover. And I learn 
more and understand more every time I read it.

The message I get from reading the book is an under-
standing of the Cosmos, of God’s creation and how the 
Universes come into existence.

I now know of a lot of the guiding spirits and their place 
in the management of the universes.

It tells me that we are here for a short time as a learning 
experience for the eternal future as finaliters, and that 
our first goal is to get to the mansion worlds. I know that 
I have a Thought Adjuster and (hopefully) a personal 
seraphic guardian.

Having always been a little skeptical of the creation of 
the Bible, the “life and teaching of Jesus” gives me a clear 
understanding of what God expects of us to succeed and 
to know God. In the past we thought Jesus was God, now 
we know different.

I firmly believe that this is the Fifth Revelation as I can-
not see any man capable, intellectually to create this book.

This book has changed my whole attitude to life and I 
have no fear of dying.

Graeme Chapman, reading for about 23 years

I think The Urantia Book is a call for individual humans to 
find ways to “fulfill the measure of their creation” which, 
to our great delight, happens to be a generally hopeful, 
upward adventure, spiritually connected and potentially 
eternal.

It makes examples of the many other orders of beings hav-
ing diverse adventures on diverse worlds, yet alike in their 
willingness to engage with their true nature. It finds fur-
ther examples in the animal life of Urantia whose emerg-
ing intelligence promoted evolution at each stage. This 
we may interpret as dedication to the task or even just 
sincere effort. If this is a minimal example of conscious-
ness in action then we are also shown in the life of Jesus a 
glimpse of the maximal example whereby consciousness is 
raised to more consciousness.

I regard this outlook as an excellent remedy for our daily 
encounters with many distractions, with many attempts 
to erode our individual freedom and with interference 
in our own use of our own minds. At the very least, time 
spent with The Urantia Book is time spent out of harm’s 
way.

Colin Chenery, reading for over 35 years
The Urantia Book was a true revelation for me, as for many 
people. Part I goes into detail of the nature of deity in a 
manner that is deep and profound. It makes sense and 
every read deepens the understanding of the creative 
forces at work, the immensity of being, personality and 
intent that we are all a part of. To get such an insight 
and break down into absolute and sub-absolute levels is 
unique, powerful and profoundly enriching.

Part II and III bridge the profound truths of Part I in a 
more local sense, specifically the evolutionary path for 
us all. These Parts have ideas and concepts I would never 
have considered without reading the book. The accuracy 
of details in the book is not of consideration. The truth 
resonating within is what the teachings are about—they 
stand on their own. The principles and context open the 
consciousness to new possibilities of how the compassion 
and wisdom of the absolute can manifest in such a perfect 
way that gives meaning and context to our mortal lives on 
earth.

Part IV is such a humanising and detailed work on the 
life of our Lord and resonates deeply. It has contributed 
to a life-long deeper connection to Christ and the univer-
sal reality and significance of him as Creator Son as well 
as spiritual uplifter for this and other planets. It reveals 
aspects of aligning and flowing the living spirit into life in 
this world in a personal and real way that is inspiring and 
revelational.

Overall the book has expanded my mind to the possibili-
ties and vastness of an evolving universe in ways I would 
not have considered and on a scale beyond what I previ-
ously imagined. It has helped me in my experience and 
worship of God in spirit. Embodying the living truth of 
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Spirit, loving and serving each other and God with all our 
hearts and minds, aligning fully with Spirit is the bottom 
line task for us on this planet. It inspires me to be positive 
and excited about an eternal journey ahead.

I have studied The Urantia Book for over 35 years, reading 
it in full many times and while continuing to refer to it 
frequently, along with other studies and practices that I 
am called to. My passion for spiritual writing and teaching 
is now coming to the fore as I take on writing and teach-
ing myself. The Urantia Book is one of my top 3 books for 
life-long inspiration.

In summary, the vast scale of universe evolution that we 
are a part of, the realisable love, beauty and goodness of 
deity in a multi-dimensional universe, the personal nature 
and unified experience available to us as created beings are 
the key themes The Urantia Book has opened up at a depth 
and scale that is of immense value.

Robert Coenraads, reading for 27 years
The message of The Urantia Book or, perhaps better put, 
the purpose of its compilers, is to shed light on God’s 
master plan for us all as individuals, to clarify our place in 
God’s universe, and to lay out our divine goal before us as 
we journey into the fullness of infinity… provided we are 
willing to take such a path of service.

The book is for spiritual seekers disillusioned with what 
is currently on offer; also for atheists, agnostics or those 
who have simply lost the ‘baby’ in the bathwaters of tradi-
tional religious dogma, censure-swinging ritual, battles for 
sectarian supremacy, and ignorant terrorism.

The Urantia Book introduces God and the players on His 
team, moving from the grandeur of the Grand Universe 
down to the tiny speck that is our planet, presenting us 
with an integrated picture based on science, religion, 
philosophy and cosmology that goes far beyond the petty 
‘creation vs. evolution’ debates raging in our present age, 
where the true spirit of God lays buried beneath layer 
upon layer of spirit-obscuring materialism.

The Urantia Book tables the birth of our planetary home 
and our billion-year evolution from simple cells to com-
plex self-reflecting creatures capable of knowing God. 
Our  journey from cavemen to modern human is covered 
as is our accompanying religious development—from 
worship of lightning, animal spirits, food crops and the 
elements needed for them  to flourish, through to the 
foundations of modern religious thought, finally culmi-
nating in the revealed religion of the prophets and the 
arrival of the ‘Son of Man’ on our  planet

The book is truly a revelation; however we are cautioned 
not to take everything presented therein as absolute fact. 
Instead, we are encouraged to use the book’s content and 
structure as a temporary scaffolding upon which to grow 
upwards into God’s light.

Jocelyn Goson, reading for around 2 years
The Urantia Book shows that Spirit is immanent and trans-
cendent and describes the evolution of consciousness 

in a way that finds resonance in my being. The Urantia 
Book uses language to express this Reality that is different 
from my own way of expressing this Reality. The Urantia 
Book’s own expressions are really divine and so beauti-
fully expressed that I know the author has truly made 
contact with the Divine Nature of Reality and that Divine 
Reality is the source of these revelations.

The Urantia Book revelation points to the same Reality 
encounter in my own experience.

One of my most profound spiritual experience and revela-
tion was that God, although having given the foundation 
of the universe, left it so open as to allow for human 
consciousness to grow and evolve toward an ever widen-
ing realisation of beauty, truth and goodness.

The insight of my spiritual experience is that we are 
called to participate in evolution and that led me to the 
conclusion that God—the existential perfect infinite real-
ity—could be supplemented and complemented by an ad-
ditional kind of perfection gradually achieved by free-will 
creatures in and through time.

But when The Urantia Book talks about how our universe 
and others came into being I am at a loss. I only can agree 
about the evolution of being.

I really need to go through these revelations with the 
[Canberra] group and see how people come to terms with 
these revelations.

Mathew Hall
That God is our spiritual Father and we are his children, 
and therefore we are all brothers and sisters. Therefore we 
should love our Father with all our heart and soul, and 
love our neighbour as ourselves.

Susan Hemmingsen, reading for 47 years
The Urantia Book confirmed the existence of God and 
has shown me he is a loving Father, the Creator and 
Upholder of all. I have had confirmed that religion is a 
personal experience and that a spark of God lives within 
me, so I can talk directly with him (through prayer).

Perfection is my goal (not my condition) and I will 
achieve this by following his will and loving and serving 
my fellow man. Love, truth, beauty, goodness, loyalty, 
trust, honesty etc are the cornerstones of spirituality.

My soul is the scaffolding built from all my spiritual 
decisions

Rituals, clothing, and eating taboos are products of 
evolutionary religion and have no bearing on spirituality 
other than to show a person’s sincere efforts to adhere 
to their own erroneous beliefs.

Evolution is our method of growth and applies to both 
the physical and spiritual spheres of existence.

I have confirmation that life exists on millions of other 
planets and the universe is well organised and main-
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tained. I consider the afterlife as a giant university where 
I will continue to grow and progress.

The Bible is inspired by God-knowing humans but is not 
infallible.

The Planetary Prince’s mandate was to initiate the begin-
ning of an advancing civilisation, and Adam and Eve’s to 
biologically uplift the human race. Both of these revela-
tions failed, and our planet is not progressing as most 
other inhabited planets are.

We are not all born equal biologically, intellectually, in 
spiritual capacity and will power, but God is “no respect-
er of persons” and loves us all no matter what.

Jesus is part man, part God, and whose mission was to 
live his life on Urantia as a human in order to experience 
existing as the lowest order of intelligent life in his crea-
tion, Nebadon; that he didn’t die to “save us from our 
sins”, but to experience living as a man and to exhibit the 
living of a perfect life on Urantia.

There is no conflict between science and religion, and re-
ligion can only be experienced, not scientifically proved.

We cannot, with the human mind, truly understand 
eternity and infinity, as we are only capable of measuring 
things in terms of time and space.

Phillip Marriott, reading for around 6 years
The Urantia Book... For me its main message is that I and 
all of us are never alone.

We have within our minds, all of us, a moral compass, 
whether I or any of us choose to follow its guidance is 
entirely up to me/us.

This compass is a fragment of our father, God.

This fragment of the father is to be my companion for as 
long as I/we choose, he will never fail me or any of us, he 
truly loves us, as a parent to a child.

All I have to do is to remember that he is with me always.

Pre McGee, reading for 25 years
Our Father’s Ascension Plan is for us to be with Him 
and as perfect as He is and He has given us all the sup-
port we need to achieve His Plan. However, it is our 
free choice to follow this Plan. It is friendly and highly 
organised Plan. It is an expansion of Jesus’ message 
about the Fatherhood of God, the brotherhood of man 
and that love is the greatest thing in the Super Universe 
and beyond.

It is fascinating to realize that this process begins here on 
a remote, isolated and quarantined planet. We are not 
alone. Trusting in God and living by faith in daily life we 
can attain His Plan (perfection) with the support of our 
own Though Adjuster within and aided by the Spirit of 
Truth if we so choose.

Nigel Nunn, reading for about 38 years
Here are my thoughts for your project:

A Jerusem Perspective

About 500,000 years ago, when our original Lanonandek 
administrator arrived, he brought with him a small team 
of ascendant Jerusem citizens, “the Caligastia one hundred” 
[Paper 66:2.3, page 742.3]. This group shared (1) the experience 
of human life, (2) the experience of surviving death, and 
(3) the morontial education that leads to Jerusem citizen-
ship. So we can assume that this group must also have 
shared what we might call “a Jerusem perspective”; each of 
these selected volunteers [Paper 66:2.4, page 742.4] would have 
had some idea of the nature and purpose of Michael’s 
local universe, and the reasons for fostering evolutionary 
human life.

With the collapse of that original administration and the 
loss of the Caligastia 100, the primitive cultures of our 
world lost access to that perspective. Had the Adamic mis-
sion gone according to plan, such access would have been 
restored. But as we know, that Adamic cultural legacy—like 
that of Dalamatia—soon dissolved into myth.

For me, one of the purposes of The Urantia Book is to 
foster a replacement for that lost perspective: a group of 
humans who share a virtual “Jerusem perspective” onto the 
purpose of human life, able to live and work as natives.

How will this come about? As more students of The Uran-
tia Book come to understand—and to believe—the revela-
tory claims presented in these papers, a sufficient core 
will develop the faith to act on their belief. Such ripening 
agondonters [Paper 50:7.2, page 579.1] become catalytic agents, 
able to help motivate and nudge cultural evolution back 
on course.

In other words, they will have the opportunity to do—
within today’s cultures—what the Caligastia 100 had 
volunteered to do so long ago: to help adjust the culture in 
which they found themselves placed.

Dylan Roberts, reading for 18 years
As a work of epochal and divine revelation The Urantia 
Book necessarily reveals much. Its message can therefore be 
expected to be broad and deep, enough to be revelatory, 
but simple and practical enough for mortals to com-
prehend, digest, and implement. Given it is a spiritual-
religious revelation as much as an historical, philosophical 
and scientific one, it must touch the soul, heart and 
minds of the readers appropriately. This I think The 
Urantia Book does with unity, across the many papers, and 
challenges the individual on many levels simultaneously. 
The intended effect, I think, is better cosmic unity for the 
student over time.

To me the main message of The Urantia Book is to put 
mankind in his and her proper place, as truly blessed 
just-starting offspring of a loving Creator-Father, with our 
Father-brother Jesus as the spiritual-moral standard bearer 
of the human species, and is ultimately an opportunity 
to better grasp and use our system of consciousness 
(decision-making capacity), and its spirit influences, with 
an ultimate goal of achieving eternal life for our souls, 
rehabilitating and uplifting our planet and its peoples, 
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and putting us back in line with the eternal plans and 
divine values of loyal Deity, as distinct from the failings of 
the Lucifer Rebellion still affecting our world.

Additionally The Urantia Book teaches us about Deity 
origins, and about a vast universe structure, populated by 
innumerable beings, giving us a much expanded perspec-
tive in which to make sense of our earthly lives.

Alistair Smith, reading for 13 years
I think the only real place to start, on what I feel is the 
message of The Urantia Book, is the message that the 
unique and amazing person of Jesus had for the people 
in his time, which is that God is our father, and that 
everyone is our brother or sister. I can’t flesh that out 
more, because I think it’s up to everyone to interpret it 
for themselves, based on their own personality, experi-
ence and intuition. So many attempts to interpret it for 
others have resulted in religions and theology that, while 
helping in some ways, often limit individuals in their 
spiritual growth.

That is another theme of The Urantia Book—that we grow 
spiritually, just as we grow physically, intellectually and 
socially. This is the point of life—it’s our training environ-
ment. The Urantia Book also says that individual evolution 
parallels the physical,  biological, cultural and spiritual 
evolution of our society, world and even universe.

And so we’re all on an adventure together whether we 
know it or not—all the more if we are responsive to God’s 
quiet, loving leading in our lives.

The Urantia Book describes reality as bigger than we think: 
we live on one of a vast number of inhabited planets; 
there are many more things going on in the universe than 
we can see; and we have much more than just this first 
short life to be involved in them.

But what are the signs, patterns, flavours, characteristics 
and qualities of all this? Asked another way, what is God 
like that we would want to respond to him at all? The 
Urantia Book says that it’s about truth, beauty and good-
ness—if there is anything prescriptive in the Book at all, 
it’s that we need to be seeking after these things.

Rita Schaad, reading for 30 years
Thank you Dylan for getting us all to participate in this 
project. I hope many are contributing. It is, once one starts 
thinking about it, not all that easy to pin it down.

I found The Urantia Book in 1987 and have been, ever 
since this invitation to enter the enlarged cosmic home, a 
willing participant and member of ‘the heavenly house-
hold’.

At first, like so many, I was bowled over with the large 
amount of new information, the beauty of the language, 
the astounding insights of new concepts.

The intense feeling of being guided and watched over, the 
‘in-kind’ conversation with the unseen helpers and the de-
finitive wish to contribute where I can, has led me to this 

point where I try to ask myself “what is actually the mean-
ing of this Revelation to me, our Planet, all mankind?”

What is its message.

1. I am/we are, you are—a part of a gigantic cosmic 
home, with inhabited worlds that are home to very 
similar intelligent beings like us. The God we learned 
about and believed in is actually the Source and Cen-
tre of this home.

2. We are loved individually, we are each important, we 
are able to communicate with God—the Gods—we are 
Persons. We are cared for, individually and as a world.

3. There is a vast host of beings that are also part of this 
cosmic home—they are helping us to advance. We are 
able to communicate and cooperate with them.

4. There is purpose behind the evolution of this planet, 
including all creatures and us human (creatures!). We 
belong to an ordered cosmic family (System, Constella-
tion, Universe).

5. Our earthly life is not all there is—we have a promise 
of ongoing life on other, more advanced worlds and 
spheres.

But the biggest question about it is: why are we told all this, 
told all the details (or a great number of them) about cos-
mic events, angelic organization, human evolution, spiritual 
orders, mansion world life…

I think it’s because they want us to know these things so we 
can catch up to where we are supposed to be as a planetary 
society in the scheme of things. Of course it’s the indi-
vidual that needs to advance first, which then leads into the 
greater upgrade of human society.

And that would be the message of the revelation—learn 
about your place and the role you play within, and then 
improve; as quickly as you can, spread the word, or what 
you learn each day. It seems that there is an urgency about 
it; we’ve got to deal with these matters now.

Kathleen Swadling, reading for 43 years
Dear Dylan,

You asked what I believe to be the main message in The 
Urantia Book. Well, as there are multiple “main messages” 
in the book, it’s hard to decide which one is the main 
message—depends on which day you ask?!

Seriously though, one that really stands out for me is the 
revelation about the relationship between our human 
mind and the Thought Adjuster and how the two work 
together to grow the morontia soul. While the develop-
ment of the immortal soul is an amazing revelation 
in and of itself, the fact that the Thought Adjuster is 
pre-personal intrigues me. During the process of growing 
the soul, the Thought Adjuster is destined to become 
one—to fuse—with our individual personalities, thus gain-
ing personality expression, and in turn we are destined 
to become one—to fuse—with a spark of divinity, thus 
gaining a divine-like nature. What an amazing exchange! 
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The more I think about it the more it blows me away… 
It highlights for me just how much the Universal Father 
values each one of his mortal creatures; how much faith 
he places in us to allow a part of himself to be a part of 
our self for all eternity.

But what’s even more amazing about this whole process 
is that our free-will will always reign supreme. The de-
velopment of our soul is one hundred percent depend-
ant on the free-will choosings within our personal Mind 
Arena. Our identity will always be “us” even though we 
will be able to reflect the divinity of our Thought Ad-
justers. Imagine such a gift: to be loved and valued so 
much by the very First Source and Centre of all things 
and beings in the universe. (It’s enough to cure us of 
any tendencies towards having a low self-esteem.)

And all this also highlights another of the “main mes-
sages” found in the book: because we are all so indi-
vidually precious to the Father, it naturally follows that 
each one of our fellow human beings is equally precious 
and valued in God’s eyes making us all truly brothers 
and sisters under a loving heavenly Father—the Brother-
hood of Man under the Fatherhood of God—sonship 
with God. And the best way you can serve God is to 
serve his other children!

Thanks for asking the question. Love,

Kathleen Swadling

Trevor Swadling, reading for 42 years
To me the main message of The Urantia Book is its por-
trayal of a much deeper and meaningful insight into the 
reality, purpose and value of love. It tells the story of 
the motive and actions of the personality of the divine 
love of the creator of all things and beings from the 
beginnings of eternity out into the finite evolutionary 
realms of time and space. It reveals that this love can 
grow in the inner life of individuals in their discovery 
and unification of all things that are true and through 
all meanings that are beautiful and in all values that are 
good. While The Urantia Book is a large book consist-
ing of 196 papers of 2,097 pages, to me, you could call 
it the book about the unfolding story of love. One of 
the main messages I get from this book is that we can 
personally participate in this adventure and discovery 
and to the building of this unfolding story of love.

Neville Twist, reading for 32 years
To me, the main message in The Urantia Book is the 
restated Life and Teachings of Jesus. I believe this is 
fundamentally why we were given The Urantia Book. To 
clear the air of 2000 years of dogma and tradition, and 
present to our world afresh, the unsullied truths of our 
paradise creator son. We are told that these teachings 
will not fail, and I believe they will eventually become 
the source document of all philosophical and religious 
thinking on our planet, and probably many others 
besides.

For all pretext and purposes, Jesus was God made 
manifest as a mortal of the realm. He is the only person 
who has ever lived on our planet, who could say with 
all authority “I am the way, the truth and the life. No 
man comes unto the Father except by me”. And, “He 
who has seen me, has seen the Father, because the 
Father and I are one”. Therefore, to come to the Father, 
we acknowledge his divine presence in us all. That we 
are all his sons and daughters and part of his gigantic 
universal family.

To have this undying hope, this reassuring faith, this 
constant source of love, I can only agree with the au-
thors when they say:

There is in the mind of God a plan which embraces every 
creature of all his vast domains, and this plan is an eternal 
purpose of boundless opportunity, unlimited progress, and 
endless life. And the infinite treasures of such a matchless 
career are yours for the striving!  [Paper 32:5.7, page 365.3]

Neville Twist Auckland, NZ.

Verner Verass, reading for 43 years
Message from Dad

Invitation call ~ Same spirit influence, differential 
response to the invitation-call to be perfect as he is 
perfect.

Dad has already bridged the gulf from where he resides 
in full spiritual majesty on Paradise to find and be with 
each one of us, here on this inhabited world, to take up 
residence within each person of freewill moral choice 
capacity in the mind. Then, in tandem with the Spirit 
of Truth, escort us home to meet him face-to-face.

The Urantia Book sheds new light on personality, the 
soul, the Thought Adjuster, why we are here and where 
we are going. You have to start somewhere; each unique 
and irreplaceable one of us, starts here.

Our long isolation is actively compensated-for by 
our caring universe family ~ Michael of Nebadon is 
Sovereign Ruler of the universe of his own creation, 
actual experience as a mortal, the lowest will creature in 
his universe, was the way he achieved that sovereignty. 
Likewise, bona fide evolutionary experience is the way 
each mortal creates himself / herself.

We agondonters can be happy that the divine and sav-
ing down-reach of revelation in the form of The Urantia 
Book has now been delivered and distributed. Surely 
achieving its purpose of planetary spiritual uplift by 
ordinary people doing extraordinary work. The task is 
important, the self is not. You can get more done if you 
leave your self out. Selfless service is the way of the fu-
ture. Sonship is a universe reality there for the fullness 
of realisation in the privilege of service

Mortal existence must be visualized as consisting in the 
intriguing and fascinating experience of the realization of 
the reality of the meeting of the human upreach and the 
divine and saving downreach.  [Paper 102:6.10, page 1125.5]
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William Wentworth, reading for 46 years
The main message is that we live in an everlasting uni-
verse with a vast number inhabited planets populated by 
a diverse range of intelligent beings under the control of a 
fatherly creator. God controls the non-personal physi-
cal universe by the force of gravity. God—the Universal 
Father—exerts his influence over personal beings purely 
by the power of his love. All personal beings, such as us, 
have absolute free will to respond to the Father’s love 
or not, as they choose. To the extent that we choose to 
respond to God’s love we come to love our fellows. We 
humans are evolutionary beings at the very beginning of 
a career which is eternal, and which involves learning to 
respond ever more readily to the love of God. There are 
many stages along the way where more advanced beings, 
who are themselves imperfect, but ever learning, assist 
their less advanced brethren. Implicit in this message is 
the fact that attempts to improve our planetary situation 
without recognising our dependence on God are bound 
to fail. We can build a lasting and progressing civilisation 
only by responding to God’s love. Cultural development, 
political organisation, ideological commitment, emo-
tional indulgence—all lead no-where in the absence of 
the recognition of God. And to this end a fragment God 
Himself indwells our minds, helping us to choose—a guid-
ing light to all who seek to choose God’s way.

Regina Williamson, reading for 20 years
This sermon was an effort on Jesus’ part to make clear the 
fact that religion is a personal experience. [Paper 145:2.3, 

page 1629.4] emphasis added

I am told that as an individual I am a child of God. Jesus 

said: 

I have come… to bring this knowledge of God and the 

revelation of his love and mercy to the individual believer 

as a genuine personal experience. I have come among you 

to proclaim a greater truth, one which many of the later 

prophets also grasped, that God loves YOU—every one of 

you—as individuals. All these generations have you had a 

national or racial religion; now have I come to give you a 

personal religion.”   [Paper 145:2.4, page 1629.5].

The purpose of living and goal of existence is given, life 

is explained. I am taken care of, I have the invisible team 

taking care of me; I am important. One on one with God. 

I live in Him, He lives in me. My Father in Heaven. Now I 

know what life is all about and that makes a huge differ-

ence in the individual who realised that. The source of all 

this: The Urantia Book.

My motto of The Urantia Book from the beginning of read-

ing it was:

Do you not realise that the hope of a better nation—or a 

better world—is bound up in the progress and enlightenment 

of the individual?   [Paper 145:2.8, page 1630.4]

Then the world will be realising real peace on Earth.   n

Proclaiming the Religion of Jesus: An 
Interfaith Perspective

by Julian McGarry, Tasmania 

We live in a troubled world! 
A cursory glance at the 
state of things through the 

eyes of our modern media would sug-
gest that we have plenty to be con-

cerned about. And yet, as Urantia Book students, we 
are comforted by the promise that our planet Urantia 
will ultimately be settled in Light and Life. What isn’t 
perfectly clear, is what we might have to go through 
before that beautiful day dawns upon us. 

Given the present tenuous state of affairs that we Urantia 
mortals find ourselves in, it seems understandable and 
reasonable to ask what it is that the Gods and the celestial 
authorities that have been given oversight of our world, 
would have us do. A simple answer could be… God’s will!

 …Obedience to the will of the Father, yielding the fruits of 
the spirit in one’s personal life, is the law of the kingdom. 
[Paper 142:1.5, page 1596.7]

The affectionate dedication of the human will to the doing 
of the Father’s will is man’s choicest gift to God. [Paper 1:1.2, 

page 22.5]

But are there specific tasks that we are exhorted to do at 
this time? If so, what? Before answering this important 
question, let’s take a brief look at what our planet looks 
like from the perspective of our unseen celestial friends.

To begin with, The Urantia Book tells us that our planet 
is supervised by 12 corps of master seraphim.

The master seraphim of planetary supervision utilize many 
agencies for the prosecution of their missions. They function 
as ideational clearinghouses, mind focalizers, and project 
promoters. While unable to inject new and higher conceptions 
into human minds, they often act to intensify some higher 
ideal which has already appeared within a human intellect. 
[Paper 114:6.19, page 1256.9]

Collectively, these corps have the momentous task of keeping 
this “social ship” stable and on course as it plies the turbulent 
seas of “evolutionary destiny”. [Paper 99:1.3, page 1086.6] 

It would seem that these master seraphim are in the busi-
ness of generating ideas, focusing our minds, and promot-
ing projects, not through direct injection into our minds 
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but through a process of intensification of our existing 
ideals. I’m sure most of us can relate to this experi-
ence. If not, then such information should heighten 
our awareness and anticipation. These masterful spirit 
beings are offering us a wonderful service, if we are 
receptive to it! But for what purpose?

To answer that, let’s take a quick look at the broad-
brush description given to us by a commission of mid-
wayers concerning the major struggle for dominance 
of the human mind that has been gripping Urantia for 
centuries now:

Religion is now confronted by the challenge of a new age 
of scientific minds and materialistic tendencies. In this 
gigantic struggle between the secular and the spiritual, the 
religion of Jesus will eventually triumph. [Paper 195:4.5, page 

2075.3]

This “gigantic struggle between the secular and the 
spiritual” started off as a revolt against superstition 
and the extremes of evolutionary religion by the forces 
of scientific rationalism, stretching back to the 17th 
century Age of Reason and the 18th century Age of 
Enlightenment. [Paper 195:9.1, page 2082.6] Such a struggle 
has been necessary, but the outcome of this struggle is 
assured: the religion of Jesus will be victorious over the 
forces of atheistic secular materialism. To remove any 
lingering doubt that such an outcome is inevitable, the 
authors reiterate:

A new and fuller revelation of the religion of Jesus 
is destined to conquer an empire of materialistic 
secularism and to overthrow a world sway of mechanistic 
naturalism. Urantia is now quivering on the very brink 
of one of its most amazing and enthralling epochs of 
social readjustment, moral quickening, and spiritual 
enlightenment. [Paper 195:9.2, page 2082.7]

So in light of the fact that Urantia is on the brink 
of something truly “amazing”, something absolutely 
“enthralling”, what role, if any, can we play… are we 
exhorted to play?

Before addressing this crucial question, let me recap on 
what we’ve just been told about “the religion of Jesus”. 
Without a hint of ambiguity or equivocation, the 
revelators have foretold that the religion of Jesus is des-
tined to “overthrow” and ultimately “triumph” over “an 
empire of materialistic secularism” and “mechanistic 
naturalism”. Moreover, they seem to be suggesting that 
we are at the precipice or tipping point of this centuries 
old battle for minds. One senses that they are trying to 
alert us to the critical times in which we live, perhaps 
with a view to waking us up and getting us moving!

So again, what role can we play or are we exhorted to 
play in this drama being enacted on our world stage? To 
find the right answer to that question we need to know 
more about the religion of Jesus. What is it, and what 
else is it destined to do? The answers are nothing short 
of extraordinary!!

The Religion of Jesus
The religion of Jesus is the most dynamic influence ever to 
activate the human race. Jesus shattered tradition, destroyed 
dogma, and called mankind to the achievement of its highest 
ideals in time and eternity — to be perfect, even as the Father 
in heaven is perfect. [Paper 99.5.3, page 1091.2]

The religion of Jesus is the most powerful unifying influence 
the world has ever known. [Paper 194.3.17, page 2065.5]

The religion of Jesus is immensely powerful! It is “the 
most dynamic influence” and “the most powerful unify-
ing influence” to have ever graced our planet. What 
teachings, what living example could possibly generate 
such a profound influence over human affairs? Here are 
some clues!

And, sooner or later, these concealed truths of the fatherhood 
of God and the brotherhood of men will emerge to effectually 
transform the civilization of all mankind. [Paper 194.2.8, page 

2061.6]

Jesus made the care of God for man like the solicitude of a 
loving father for the welfare of his dependent children and 
then made this teaching the cornerstone of his religion. 
And thus did the doctrine of the fatherhood of God make 
imperative the practice of the brotherhood of man. The 
worship of God and the service of man became the sum 
and substance of his religion. Jesus took the best of the 
Jewish religion and translated it to a worthy setting in the 
new teachings of the gospel of the kingdom. [Paper 159.5.7, page 

1769.9] Emphasis added

Pentecost, with its spiritual endowment, was designed forever 
to loose the religion of the Master from all dependence 
upon physical force; the teachers of this new religion are 
now equipped with spiritual weapons. They are to go out to 
conquer the world with unfailing forgiveness, matchless good 
will, and abounding love. They are equipped to overcome evil 
with good, to vanquish hate by love, to destroy fear with a 
courageous and living faith in truth. Jesus had already taught 
his followers that his religion was never passive; always were 
his disciples to be active and positive in their ministry of 
mercy and in their manifestations of love. [Paper 194.3.11, page 

2064.3]

These quotes effectively summarize the teachings and 
practices of the religion of Jesus. And it is not hard to see 
why these teachings would have such widespread appeal 
that they could potentially unify the entire human race! 
Indeed, such an outcome would have occurred in the first 
century following Michael’s incarnation on Urantia were 
it not for a serious but understandable mistake on the 
part of his apostles.

Jesus was fully aware of the human tendency to glorify, 
venerate, and worship the divine messengers who have 
been sent to our planet. He went to great lengths to 
prevent this from happening with respect to his own 
bestowal:

One purpose which Jesus had in mind, when he sought to 
segregate certain features of his earthly experience, was to 
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prevent the building up of such a versatile and spectacular 
career as would cause subsequent generations to venerate the 
teacher in place of obeying the truth which he had lived and 
taught. Jesus did not want to build up such a human record 
of achievement as would attract attention from his teaching. 
Very early he recognized that his followers would be tempted 
to formulate a religion about him which might become a 
competitor of the gospel of the kingdom that he intended to 
proclaim to the world. Accordingly, he consistently sought to 
suppress everything during his eventful career which he 
thought might be made to serve this natural human tendency 
to exalt the teacher in place of proclaiming his teachings. 
[Paper 128:4.6, page 1413.2] Emphasis added

But to no avail! 

And so, under the vigorous leadership of Peter and ere 
the Master ascended to the Father, his well-meaning 
representatives began that subtle process of gradually and 
certainly changing the religion of Jesus into a new and 
modified form of religion about Jesus. [Paper 192:4.8, page 2051.5] 

Jesus understood the minds of men. He knew what was in the 
heart of man, and had his teachings been left as he presented 
them, the only commentary being the inspired interpretation 
afforded by his earth life, all nations and all religions of 
the world would speedily have embraced the gospel of the 
kingdom. The well-meant efforts of Jesus’ early followers to 
restate his teachings so as to make them the more acceptable 
to certain nations, races, and religions, only resulted in 
making such teachings the less acceptable to all other nations, 
races, and religions. [Paper 149:2.1, page 1670.2] 

…The second great blunder of the Master’s early followers, 
and one which all subsequent generations have persisted 
in perpetuating, was to organize the Christian teaching so 
completely about the person of Jesus. This overemphasis of 
the personality of Jesus in the theology of Christianity has 
worked to obscure his teachings, and all of this has made it 
increasingly difficult for Jews, Mohammedans, Hindus, and 
other Eastern religionists to accept the teachings of Jesus. 
We would not belittle the place of the person of Jesus in a 
religion which might bear his name, but we would not 
permit such consideration to eclipse his inspired life or to 
supplant his saving message: the fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man. [Paper 149:2.4, page 1670.5] Emphasis added

And so the “unadulterated religious teachings of Jesus” [Paper 

196:2.1, page 2091.10] were corrupted by the well-intentioned 
“overemphasis of the personality of Jesus”, resulting in a 
new religion about Jesus. Notwithstanding that this new 
religion became immensely popular among the nations 
of the Occident, the original teachings of Jesus “began to 
lose their potentially universal appeal to all races and kinds 
of men.” [Paper 98:7.11, page 1084.10] Emphasis added. But all was 
not lost! The religion of Jesus would lie largely dormant 
within this religion about Jesus until the time of a future 
spiritual dispensation:

Mistake not! there is in the teachings of Jesus an eternal 
nature which will not permit them forever to remain 
unfruitful in the hearts of thinking men. The kingdom as 
Jesus conceived it has to a large extent failed on earth; for 

the time being, an outward church has taken its place; but 
you should comprehend that this church is only the larval 
stage of the thwarted spiritual kingdom, which will carry 
it through this material age and over into a more spiritual 
dispensation where the Master’s teachings may enjoy a 
fuller opportunity for development. Thus does the so-called 
Christian church become the cocoon in which the kingdom 
of Jesus’ concept now slumbers. The kingdom of the divine 
brotherhood is still alive and will eventually and certainly 
come forth from this long submergence, just as surely as the 
butterfly eventually emerges as the beautiful unfolding of its 
less attractive creature of metamorphic development. [Paper 

170:5.21, page 1866.4] Emphasis added 

We stand at the threshold of something truly amazing: 
the re-emergence of the religion or gospel of Jesus from 
the cocoon of Christianity following centuries of slumber. 
As in the first century, a vital work needs to be done:

The religion of Jesus is a new gospel of faith to be proclaimed 
to struggling humanity. [Paper194:3.2, page 2062.11] 

All Urantia is waiting for the proclamation of the ennobling 
message of Michael, unencumbered by the accumulated 
doctrines and dogmas of nineteen centuries of contact with 
the religions of evolutionary origin. The hour is striking for 
presenting to Buddhism, to Christianity, to Hinduism, even 
to the peoples of all faiths, not the gospel about Jesus, but the 
living, spiritual reality of the gospel of Jesus. [Page 94:12.7, 

page 1041.5] Emphasis added

Let’s be clear about one thing! The hour is striking 
(meaning now!) for presenting to the peoples of all faiths, 
the gospel of Jesus, which should not be confused with 
The Urantia Book, the fifth epochal revelation! To be sure, 
it is an integral part of the book but The Urantia Book is 
much more than the religion of Jesus. It is a revelation 
about cosmology, history, philosophy, religion, and the 
nature of deity, and of course much more! It is manifestly 
not a book for everyone. It seems highly unlikely that it 
will “conquer an empire of materialistic secularism and 
[to] overthrow a world sway of mechanistic naturalism”. 
At this critical time in human history, it is still virtu-
ally unknown on the world stage. When it was initially 
published in 1955, many believed that it would have a 
revolutionary effect on humanity. They were disappoint-
ed, but needn’t have been had they heeded the message 
contained in The Publication Mandate, dated 4th April, 
1955, containing the parting words of the revelators con-
cerning the purpose of the Urantia Papers:

The Timing of The Urantia Book 
(Generally designated as “The Publication Mandate”*) 

•	 “We	regard	The Urantia Book as a feature of the 
progressive evolution of human society. It is not 
germane to the spectacular episodes of epochal revo-
lution, even though it may apparently be timed to 
appear in the wake of one such revolution in human 
society. The Book belongs to the era immediately 
to follow the conclusion of the present ideologi-
cal struggle. That will be the day when men will be 
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willing to seek truth and righteousness. When the 
chaos of the present confusion has passed, it will be 
more readily possible to formulate the cosmos of a 
new and improved era of human relationships. And 
it is for this better order of affairs on earth that the 
Book has been made ready.

•	 “But	the	publication	of	the	Book	has	not	been	
postponed to that (possibly) somewhat remote date. 
An early publication of the Book has been provided 
so that it may be in hand for the training of leaders 
and teachers. Its presence is also required to engage 
the attention of persons of means who may be thus 
led to provide funds for translations into other 
languages.

•	 “(You)	who	have	dedicated	(your)	lives	to	the	service	
of the Book and the Brotherhood can little realize 
the import of (your) doings. (You) will doubtless live 
and die without fully realizing that (you) are partici-
pating in the birth of a new age of religion on this 
world.

•	 “The	future	is	not	open	to	(your)	mortal	compre-
hension, but (you) will do well to diligently study 
the order, plan, and methods of progression as they 
were enacted in the earth life of Michael when the 
Word was made flesh. You are becoming actors in 
an ensuing episode when the Word is made Book. 
Great is the difference in these dispensations of reli-
gion, but many are the lessons which can be learned 
from a study of the former age.

•	 “(You)	must	again	study	the	times	of	Jesus	on	earth.	
(You) must carefully take note of how the kingdom 
of heaven was inaugurated in the world. Did it 
evolve slowly and unfold naturally? or did it come 
with sudden show of force and with spectacular 
exhibition of power? Was it evolutionary or revolu-
tionary?

“(You) must learn to possess (your) souls in patience. 
(You) are in association with a revelation of truth which 
is a part of the natural evolution of religion on this 
world. Overrapid growth would be suicidal. The book 
is being given to those who are ready for it long before 
the day of its world-wide mission. Thousands of study 
groups must be brought into existence and the book 
must be translated into many tongues. Thus will the 
book be in readiness when the battle for man’s liberty 
is finally won and the world is once more made safe for 
the religion of Jesus and the freedom of mankind.”

Several key passages of the above document are perti-
nent to this discussion: 

“[The Urantia Book] is not germane to the spectacular 
episodes of epochal revolution, even though it may 
apparently be timed to appear in the wake of one such 
revolution in human society. The Book belongs to the 
era immediately to follow the conclusion of the present 
ideological struggle.” 

It seems clear from the above that The Urantia Book is 
not to play a spectacular role in the current ideological 
turmoil gripping human society, but rather it belongs 
to that “somewhat remote” time when the “chaos of 
the present confusion has passed”. It has been pub-
lished in our times specifically for “the training of 
leaders and teachers” and “to engage the attention 
of persons of means who may be thus led to provide 
funds for translations into other languages.” Crucially, 
it states that it “is being given to those who are ready 
for it long before the day of its world-wide mission”.

So, am I saying that we should stop disseminating 
the teachings of The Urantia Book? Not at all! But it 
behooves us to heed the words of the revelators, both 
in the book itself, and in the Publication Mandate. 
At this time in history our first priority should be to 
proclaim the religion of Jesus, because that is what The 
Urantia Book exhorts us to do! In addition, we should 
continue to publish and study The Urantia Book, “as 
those who are ready for it” in preparation for “the 
day of its world-wide mission”. But this should not 
impinge upon nor detract from the crucial work of pro-
claiming the gospel of Jesus, because the world is ripe 
for it! Right now, humanity needs the saving gospel of 
Jesus!

Sooner or later another and greater John the Baptist 
is due to arise proclaiming “the kingdom of God is at 
hand”—meaning a return to the high spiritual concept of 
Jesus, who proclaimed that the kingdom is the will of his 
heavenly Father dominant and transcendent in the heart 
of the believer—and doing all this without in any way 
referring either to the visible church on earth or to the 
anticipated second coming of Christ. There must come 
a revival of the actual teachings of Jesus, such a 
restatement as will undo the work of his early followers 
who went about to create a sociophilosophical system of 
belief regarding the fact of Michael’s sojourn on earth. 
[Paper 170:5.19, page 1866.2] Emphasis added

The Urantia Book gives us the clearest exposition of 
Jesus’ teachings that the world has ever seen! We who 
have embraced this revelation must now give serious 
consideration to participating in the proclamation of 
this gospel of the kingdom of heaven.

“As the Father sent me into this world, even so now send I 
you. You are all called to carry the good news to those who 
sit in darkness. This gospel of the kingdom belongs to all 
who believe it; it shall not be committed to the custody of 
mere priests. Soon will the Spirit of Truth come upon you, 
and he shall lead you into all truth. Go you, therefore, 
into all the world preaching this gospel, and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the ages.” [Paper 191:6.3, page 

2044.4] 

Who are these ones who are called to “carry the good 
news”, to preach this “gospel of the kingdom”? If not 
us, then who?
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What Does it Mean to “Proclaim The Religion 
of Jesus”?
In addressing this question, I want to return to some 
statements in The Publication Mandate: 

•	 “The	future	is	not	open	to	(your)	mortal	comprehen-
sion, but (you) will do well to diligently study the 
order, plan, and methods of progression as they were 
enacted in the earth life of Michael when the Word 
was made flesh. You are becoming actors in an ensu-
ing episode when the Word is made Book. Great is 
the difference in these dispensations of religion, but 
many are the lessons which can be learned from a 
study of the former age.

•	 “(You)	must	again	study	the	times	of	Jesus	on	earth.	
(You) must carefully take note of how the kingdom 
of heaven was inaugurated in the world. Did it 
evolve slowly and unfold naturally? or did it come 
with sudden show of force and with spectacular 
exhibition of power? Was it evolutionary or revolu-
tionary?”

These words echo what the revelators tell us in the book 
itself:

One of the most important things in human living is to find 
out what Jesus believed, to discover his ideals, and to strive 
for the achievement of his exalted life purpose. Of all human 
knowledge, that which is of greatest value is to know the 
religious life of Jesus and how he lived it. [Paper 196:1.3, page 

2090.4]

We need to examine the life of Jesus! How did he preach 
and teach his own religion?

At the outset, it needs to be stated emphatically that this 
is not simply a matter of imitating the methods that were 
employed by Jesus and the apostles in the first century. 

Jesus lived on earth and taught a gospel which redeemed man 
from the superstition that he was a child of the devil and 
elevated him to the dignity of a faith son of God. Jesus’ 
message, as he preached it and lived it in his day, was an 
effective solvent for man’s spiritual difficulties in that day of 
its statement. And now that he has personally left the world, 
he sends in his place his Spirit of Truth, who is designed to 
live in man and, for each new generation, to restate the 
Jesus message so that every new group of mortals to 
appear upon the face of the earth shall have a new and up-
to-date version of the gospel, just such personal enlightenment 
and group guidance as will prove to be an effective solvent for 
man’s ever-new and varied spiritual difficulties. [Paper 194:2.1, 

page 2060.6] Emphasis added

Yes, we need “a new and up-to-date version of the gospel” 
that restates the Jesus message in a way that is relevant 
and effective for solving our modern problems.

But Jesus left us with a living template of how to conduct 
the business of proclaiming and teaching his religion. 
Allow me now to focus on this living template, the devo-
tional, consecrated life of Jesus.

How Did Jesus Teach His Religion? 
He befriended people… he valued them… he served 
them… and he loved them!

Jesus truly loved people — just common folks. [Paper 127:3.7, page 

1399.6] 

Jesus could help men so much because he loved them so 
sincerely. He truly loved each man, each woman, and 
each child. He could be such a true friend because of his 
remarkable insight — he knew so fully what was in the heart 
and in the mind of man. He was an interested and keen 
observer. He was an expert in the comprehension of human 
need, clever in detecting human longings. [Paper 171:7.4, page 

1874.7]

[Jesus was] devoted to making those close personal contacts 
with his fellow men, those intimate associations with the 
mortals of the realm, which so characterized his activities 
during these years that just preceded his public ministry. 
[Paper 130:0.5, page 1427.5] 

On the way to Rome in the company of Gonod and Ganid, 
Jesus visited the great city of Alexandria, containing the 
world’s greatest library. Jesus was interested in the world’s 
religions; he and Ganid “discussed again and again all the 
religions of the world, Jesus endeavoring to point out to this 
young mind the truth in each…” [Paper 130:3.4, page 1432.4]

Under Jesus’ direction Ganid made a collection of the 
teachings of all those religions of the world which recognized 
a Universal Deity, even though they might also give more or 
less recognition to subordinate deities. [Paper 130:3.5, page 1432.5] 

Jesus’ experience in Rome, the centre of the recognized 
civilized world, ably illustrates his favoured procedure for 
preaching and teaching his religion.

Jesus learned much about men while in Rome, but the 
most valuable of all the manifold experiences of his six 
months’ sojourn in that city was his contact with, and in-
fluence upon, the religious leaders of the empire’s capital. 
Before the end of the first week in Rome Jesus had sought 
out, and had made the acquaintance of, the worth-while 
leaders of the Cynics, the Stoics, and the mystery cults, in 
particular the Mithraic group. 

He selected five of the leading Stoics, eleven of the Cyn-
ics, and sixteen of the mystery-cult leaders and spent 
much of his spare time for almost six months in intimate 
association with these religious teachers. And this was his 
method of instruction: Never once did he attack their er-
rors or even mention the flaws in their teachings. In each 
case he would select the truth in what they taught and 
then proceed so to embellish and illuminate this truth in 
their minds that in a very short time this enhancement of 
the truth effectively crowded out the associated error; and 
thus were these Jesus-taught men and women prepared 
for the subsequent recognition of additional and similar 
truths in the teachings of the early Christian missionaries. 

The significance of this remarkable doing can the better 
be understood when we record the fact that, out of this 
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group of thirty-two Jesus-taught religious leaders in Rome, 
only two were unfruitful; the thirty became pivotal indi-
viduals in the establishment of Christianity in Rome, and 
certain of them also aided in turning the chief Mithraic 
temple into the first Christian church of that city. 

Jesus’ work in behalf of the original thirty-two was entirely 
personal. In his labors for these individuals the scribe of 
Damascus never met more than three of them at one time, 
seldom more than two, while most often he taught them 
singly. And he could do this great work of religious training 
because these men and women were not tradition bound; they 
were not victims of a settled preconception as to all future 
religious developments. [Paper 132:0.4-9, pages 1455.4 – 
1456.5]

In this manner, during the sojourn in Rome, Jesus personally 
came into affectionate and uplifting contact with upward 
of five hundred mortals of the realm. He thus gained a 
knowledge of the different races of mankind which he 
could never have acquired in Jerusalem and hardly even in 
Alexandria. He always regarded this six months as one of the 
richest and most informative of any like period of his earth 
life. [Paper 132:4.3, page 1461.1]

In summary, Jesus sought out religious people; he spent 
long periods of time getting to know them personally 
and intimately; he didn’t judge or find fault with their 
teachings but tried to find the truth in their belief system 
and then embellished and illuminated this truth in their 
minds. Jesus had a long-term view regarding relationships. 
He was patient, he was affectionate, and he was friendly 
and this resulted in him reaching upward of five hundred 
people from a diversity of ethnic, religious, and cultural 
backgrounds. Jesus was already demonstrating the essen-
tial techniques of interfaith dialogue!

How Did Jesus Teach His Religion? 
The Urmia Lectures

In the 30th year of Jesus earthly life, he travelled by 
caravan to the Caspian Sea and on the way he stopped 
at Lake Urmia where he met a wealthy merchant named 
Cymboyton who had built a “temple of the philosophy of 
religions”. 

More than thirty religions and religious cults were repre-
sented on the faculty of this temple of religious philoso-
phy. These teachers were chosen, supported, and fully ac-
credited by their respective religious groups. At this time 
there were about seventy-five teachers on the faculty, and 
they lived in cottages each accommodating about a dozen 
persons. Every new moon these groups were changed by 
the casting of lots. Intolerance, a contentious spirit, or 
any other disposition to interfere with the smooth run-
ning of the community would bring about the prompt 
and summary dismissal of the offending teacher. He 
would be unceremoniously dismissed, and his alternate in 
waiting would be immediately installed in his place.

These teachers of the various religions made a great effort 
to show how similar their religions were in regard to the 

fundamental things of this life and the next. [Paper 134:3.1-7, 

pages 1485.3 – 1486.2]

Jesus had encountered a first century model of interfaith 
dialogue. He must have been impressed with the way the 
temple was administered because he agreed to deliver 24 
lectures on “The Brotherhood of Men”. “This was the 
most systematic and formal of all the Master’s teaching on 
Urantia” and it took place in a multifaith context which 
not only promoted a spirit of respect and tolerance, 
but also endeavoured to show how similar the faculty 
religions were. 

The Caspian Sea trip brought Jesus in close contact with 
Far-Eastern peoples and as always, he was eager to gain a 
better understanding of their lives. 

He made intimate and personal contact with every one of 
the surviving races of Urantia excepting the red. He equally 
enjoyed his personal ministry to each of these varied races and 
blended peoples, and all of them were receptive to the living 
truth which he brought them. The Europeans from the Far 
West and the Asiatics from the Far East alike gave attention 
to his words of hope and eternal life and were equally 
influenced by the life of loving service and spiritual ministry 
which he so graciously lived among them. [Paper 134:2.3, page 

484.7] Emphasis added 

Jesus loved, served, and befriended people!

How Did Jesus Teach His Religion? 

He was a living example of his teachings

Much as people were impressed by the content and 
spiritual flavour of Jesus’ teachings, it was his match-
less personal behaviour, his supernal character, and his 
over-riding goodness that attracted people to him and 
convinced them of his claims of truth. 

The unfailing kindness of Jesus touched the hearts of men, 
but his stalwart strength of character amazed his followers. 
He was truly sincere; there was nothing of the hypocrite 
in him. He was free from affectation; he was always so 
refreshingly genuine. He never stooped to pretense, and he 
never resorted to shamming. He lived the truth, even as he 
taught it. He was the truth. He was constrained to proclaim 
saving truth to his generation, even though such sincerity 
sometimes caused pain. He was unquestioningly loyal to all 
truth. [Paper 100:7.2, page 1101.6]

It was not so much what Jesus taught about the balanced 
character that impressed his associates as the fact that his 
own life was such an eloquent exemplification of his teaching. 
[Paper 149:4.5, page 1674.1]

Not surprisingly therefore, Jesus urged his apostles and 
disciples to make sure that their message, declaring and 
promoting the divine family of God, the infinite and 
unconditional love of the Father, and the loving service 
of our fellow mortals, was in harmony with the lives they 
were living! They were not only to teach the truth; they 
were perforce to live the truth! Words and actions must 
coincide!
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 “Peace be upon you. For a full week have I tarried that I 
might appear again when you were all present to hear once 
more the commission to go into all the world and preach 
this gospel of the kingdom. Again I tell you: As the Father 
sent me into the world, so send I you. As I have revealed 
the Father, so shall you reveal the divine love, not merely 
with words, but in your daily living. I send you forth, 
not to love the souls of men, but rather to love men. You are 
not merely to proclaim the joys of heaven but also to exhibit 
in your daily experience these spirit realities of the divine life 
since you already have eternal life, as the gift of God, through 
faith. When you have faith, when power from on high, the 
Spirit of Truth, has come upon you, you will not hide your 
light here behind closed doors; you will make known the love 
and the mercy of God to all mankind. Through fear you now 
flee from the facts of a disagreeable experience, but when you 
shall have been baptized with the Spirit of Truth, you will 
bravely and joyously go forth to meet the new experiences of 
proclaiming the good news of eternal life in the kingdom of 
God. You may tarry here and in Galilee for a short season 
while you recover from the shock of the transition from the 
false security of the authority of traditionalism to the new 
order of the authority of facts, truth, and faith in the supreme 
realities of living experience. Your mission to the world is 
founded on the fact that I lived a God-revealing life among 
you; on the truth that you and all other men are the sons of 
God; and it shall consist in the life which you will live among 
men — the actual and living experience of loving men and 
serving them, even as I have loved and served you. Let faith 
reveal your light to the world; let the revelation of truth open 
the eyes blinded by tradition; let your loving service effectually 
destroy the prejudice engendered by ignorance. By so 
drawing close to your fellow men in understanding 
sympathy and with unselfish devotion, you will lead 
them into a saving knowledge of the Father’s love. 
The Jews have extolled goodness; the Greeks have exalted 
beauty; the Hindus preach devotion; the faraway ascetics 
teach reverence; the Romans demand loyalty; but I require of 
my disciples life, even a life of loving service for your brothers 
in the flesh.” [Paper 191:5.3, page 2043.1] Emphasis added

 “Peace be upon you. That which my Father sent me into 
the world to establish belongs not to a race, a nation, nor to 
a special group of teachers or preachers. This gospel of the 
kingdom belongs to both Jew and gentile, to rich and poor, to 
free and bond, to male and female, even to the little children. 
And you are all to proclaim this gospel of love and truth by 
the lives which you live in the flesh. You shall love one 
another with a new and startling affection, even as I have 
loved you. You will serve mankind with a new and amazing 
devotion, even as I have served you. And when men see you 
so love them, and when they behold how fervently you serve 
them, they will perceive that you have become faith-fellows of 
the kingdom of heaven, and they will follow after the Spirit 
of Truth which they see in your lives, to the finding of eternal 
salvation. [Paper 191:6.2, page 2044.3]  Emphasis added

Some day a reformation in the Christian church may strike 
deep enough to get back to the unadulterated religious 
teachings of Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. You 
may preach a religion about Jesus, but, perforce, you must live 
the religion of Jesus. [Paper 196:2.1, page 2091.10]

The religion of Jesus demands living and spiritual experience. 
Other religions may consist in traditional beliefs, emotional 
feelings, philosophic consciousness, and all of that, but the 
teaching of the Master requires the attainment of actual 
levels of real spirit progression. [Paper 160:5.12, page 1782.3]

But Jesus added further insight to these injunctions! He 
impressed upon his followers that if they truly lived the 
religion of Jesus, that people would be attracted to them, 
wanting to acquire that which they were exemplifying in 
their lives:

“Let me emphatically state this eternal truth: If 
you, by truth co-ordination, learn to exemplify in your lives 
this beautiful wholeness of righteousness, your fellow men 
will then seek after you that they may gain what you have 
so acquired. The measure wherewith truth seekers are drawn 
to you represents the measure of your truth endowment, your 
righteousness. The extent to which you have to go with your 
message to the people is, in a way, the measure of your failure 
to live the whole or righteous life, the truth-co-ordinated life.” 
[Paper 155:1.5, page 1726.2] Emphasis added

So what does an examination of Jesus’ life tell us about 
how to preach and teach the religion of Jesus?

It overwhelmingly shows us that Jesus was driven by love 
for his Father and for the mortals of Urantia. He was full 
of mercy and compassion and yearned to liberate them 
from their enslavement to burdensome traditions and the 
primitive traits of their animal nature. He was sensitive to 
the human proclivity for worship evinced by the diversity 
of Urantia religions. Jesus sought out religious people. He 
was an interfaith worker! 

Yes, there were times when he encountered traditions and 
beliefs that dishonoured his Father and were damaging to 
his fellows and, on these occasions, he was not afraid to 
use spiritual force:

The Master was a pattern of reverence. The prayer of even 
his youth began, “Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be 
your name.” He was even respectful of the faulty worship of 
his fellows. But this did not deter him from making attacks 
on religious traditions or assaulting errors of human belief. 
[Paper 100:7.16, page 1103.4]

But by engaging in interfaith dialogue, he was able to 
understand the mind of man, and rather than criticising 
false teachings, he generally preferred to add important 
truths that effectively overshadowed them.

In researching this article, I was struck by the number 
of references in The Urantia Book that encourage us to 
respect, learn about, and engage with the world’s faith 
traditions. Here are just a few of them.

Interfaith In The Urantia Book
The many religions of Urantia are all good to the extent 
that they bring man to God and bring the realization of the 
Father to man. It is a fallacy for any group of religionists to 
conceive of their creed as The Truth; such attitudes bespeak 
more of theological arrogance than of certainty of faith. There 
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is not a Urantia religion that could not profitably study and 
assimilate the best of the truths contained in every other 
faith, for all contain truth. Religionists would do better to 
borrow the best in their neighbors’ living spiritual faith rather 
than to denounce the worst in their lingering superstitions 
and outworn rituals. [Paper 92:7.3, page 1012.4]

The great strength of Buddhism is that its adherents are free 
to choose truth from all religions; such freedom of choice has 
seldom characterized a Urantian faith. In this respect the 
Shin sect of Japan has become one of the most progressive 
religious groups in the world; it has revived the ancient 
missionary spirit of Gautama’s followers and has begun to 
send teachers to other peoples. This willingness to appropriate 
truth from any and all sources is indeed a commendable 
tendency to appear among religious believers during the first 
half of the twentieth century after Christ. [Paper 94:12.4, page 

1041.2]

The unity of religious experience among a social or racial 
group derives from the identical nature of the God fragment 
indwelling the individual. It is this divine in man that 
gives origin to his unselfish interest in the welfare of other 
men. But since personality is unique — no two mortals 
being alike — it inevitably follows that no two human 
beings can similarly interpret the leadings and urges of the 
spirit of divinity which lives within their minds. A group of 
mortals can experience spiritual unity, but they can never 
attain philosophic uniformity. And this diversity of the 
interpretation of religious thought and experience is shown by 
the fact that twentieth-century theologians and philosophers 
have formulated upward of five hundred different definitions 
of religion. In reality, every human being defines religion in 
the terms of his own experiential interpretation of the divine 
impulses emanating from the God spirit that indwells him, 
and therefore must such an interpretation be unique and 
wholly different from the religious philosophy of all other 
human beings. [Paper 103:1.1, page 1129.8]

While your religion is a matter of personal experience, it is 
most important that you should be exposed to the knowledge 
of a vast number of other religious experiences (the diverse 
interpretations of other and diverse mortals) to the end that 
you may prevent your religious life from becoming egocentric — 
circumscribed, selfish, and unsocial. [Paper 103:1.3, page 1130.2] 

Rationalism is wrong when it assumes that religion is at first 
a primitive belief in something which is then followed by the 
pursuit of values. Religion is primarily a pursuit of values, 
and then there formulates a system of interpretative beliefs. 
It is much easier for men to agree on religious values — goals 
— than on beliefs — interpretations. And this explains how 
religion can agree on values and goals while exhibiting the 
confusing phenomenon of maintaining a belief in hundreds of 
conflicting beliefs — creeds. [Paper 103:1.3,4, pages 1130.2,3]

… The Father in heaven never fails to accept the sincere 
worship of his children on earth, no matter how crude their 
concept of Deity or by what name they symbolize his divine 
nature. [Paper 142:3.3, page 1598.4]

… At all times and during all ages the true worship of any 
human being — as concerns individual spiritual progress — is 

recognized by the indwelling spirit as homage rendered to the 
Father in heaven. [Paper 142:3.8, page 1598.9]

The teachers of the religion of Jesus should approach other 
religions with the recognition of the truths which are held 
in common (many of which come directly or indirectly from 
Jesus’ message) while they refrain from placing so much 
emphasis on the differences. [Paper 149:2.5, page 1670.6]

The future of Urantia will doubtless be characterized by the 
appearance of teachers of religious truth — the Fatherhood of 
God and the fraternity of all creatures. But it is to be hoped 
that the ardent and sincere efforts of these future prophets 
will be directed less toward the strengthening of interreligious 
barriers and more toward the augmentation of the religious 
brotherhood of spiritual worship among the many followers 
of the differing intellectual theologies which so characterize 
Urantia of Satania. [Paper 92:5.16, page 1010.4]

The Zoroastrians had a religion of morals; the Hindus a 
religion of metaphysics; the Confucianists a religion of ethics. 
Jesus lived a religion of service. All these religions are of value 
in that they are valid approaches to the religion of Jesus. 
Religion is destined to become the reality of the spiritual 
unification of all that is good, beautiful, and true in human 
experience. [Paper 5:4.7, page 67.5]

 Just as certainly as men share their religious beliefs, they 
create a religious group of some sort which eventually creates 
common goals. Someday religionists will get together and 
actually effect co-operation on the basis of unity of ideals 
and purposes rather than attempting to do so on the basis of 
psychological opinions and theological beliefs. Goals rather 
than creeds should unify religionists. Since true religion is a 
matter of personal spiritual experience, it is inevitable that 
each individual religionist must have his own and personal 
interpretation of the realization of that spiritual experience. 
Let the term “faith” stand for the individual’s relation to 
God rather than for the creedal formulation of what some 
group of mortals have been able to agree upon as a common 
religious attitude. “Have you faith? Then have it to yourself.” 
[Paper 99:5.7, page 1091.6]

 One of the most eventful of all the evening conferences at 
Amathus was the session having to do with the discussion 
of spiritual unity. James Zebedee had asked, “Master, how 
shall we learn to see alike and thereby enjoy more harmony 
among ourselves?” When Jesus heard this question, he was 
stirred within his spirit, so much so that he replied: “James, 
James, when did I teach you that you should all see alike? I 
have come into the world to proclaim spiritual liberty to the 
end that mortals may be empowered to live individual lives 
of originality and freedom before God. I do not desire that 
social harmony and fraternal peace shall be purchased by the 
sacrifice of free personality and spiritual originality. 

What I require of you, my apostles, is spirit unity — and that 
you can experience in the joy of your united dedication to the 
wholehearted doing of the will of my Father in heaven. You 
do not have to see alike or feel alike or even think alike in 
order spiritually to be alike. Spiritual unity is derived from 
the consciousness that each of you is indwelt, and increasingly 
dominated, by the spirit gift of the heavenly Father. Your 
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apostolic harmony must grow out of the fact that the spirit 
hope of each of you is identical in origin, nature, and 
destiny.

“In this way you may experience a perfected unity of spirit 
purpose and spirit understanding growing out of the mutual 
consciousness of the identity of each of your indwelling 
Paradise spirits; and you may enjoy all of this profound 
spiritual unity in the very face of the utmost diversity of your 
individual attitudes of intellectual thinking, temperamental 
feeling, and social conduct.

Your personalities may be refreshingly diverse and markedly 
different, while your spiritual natures and spirit fruits of 
divine worship and brotherly love may be so unified that 
all who behold your lives will of a surety take cognizance 
of this spirit identity and soul unity; they will recognize 
that you have been with me and have thereby learned, and 
acceptably, how to do the will of the Father in heaven. You 
can achieve the unity of the service of God even while you 
render such service in accordance with the technique of your 
own original endowments of mind, body, and soul.

“Your spirit unity implies two things, which always will be 
found to harmonize in the lives of individual believers: First, 
you are possessed with a common motive for life service; you 
all desire above everything to do the will of the Father in 
heaven. Second, you all have a common goal of existence; 
you all purpose to find the Father in heaven, thereby proving 
to the universe that you have become like him.”

Many times during the training of the twelve Jesus reverted 
to this theme. Repeatedly he told them it was not his desire 
that those who believed in him should become dogmatized 
and standardized in accordance with the religious 
interpretations of even good men. Again and again he 
warned his apostles against the formulation of creeds and 
the establishment of traditions as a means of guiding and 
controlling believers in the gospel of the kingdom. [Paper 

141:5.1-4, pages 1591.6 – 1592.2]

I would assert from the above references that the proc-
lamation of the religion of Jesus is effectively and essen-
tially the practice of interfaith dialogue and outreach. 
The revelators have issued the challenge and it is up to 
each individual to decide whether or not to take it up: 

Religion does need new leaders, spiritual men and 
women who will dare to depend solely on Jesus and his 
incomparable teachings. If Christianity persists in neglecting 
its spiritual mission while it continues to busy itself with 
social and material problems, the spiritual renaissance must 
await the coming of these new teachers of Jesus’ religion who 
will be exclusively devoted to the spiritual regeneration of 
men. [Paper 195:9.4, page 2082.9]  Emphasis added

Who can doubt that we are living in extraordinary 
times! If we sow the incomparable teachings of Jesus’ 
gospel, the Jesusonian gospel, we are bound to experi-
ence a bumper harvest of spiritually regenerated men 
and women… a spiritual renaissance. Will we accept the 
challenge and depend solely on Jesus and his gospel of 
liberation? Now is the time to decide!

All Urantia is waiting for the proclamation of the ennobling 
message of Michael, unencumbered by the accumulated 
doctrines and dogmas of nineteen centuries of contact with 
the religions of evolutionary origin. The hour is striking for 
presenting to Buddhism, to Christianity, to Hinduism, even 
to the peoples of all faiths, not the gospel about Jesus, but the 
living, spiritual reality of the gospel of Jesus. [Paper 94:12.7, 

page 1041.5]  Emphasis added    n

From the Autumn Arena 1998

Grasping at Eternity
By Seppo Kanerva, Finland

It is of course impossible for us humans to get 
any meaningful mental image of eternity. I have, 
however, occasionally used, in my thoughts and in 

my public speeches, an associative chain of imagination 
which goes along these lines:

Let us imagine that we can travel back in time, let dec-
ades and centuries fly past us. Five years ago there was 
no URANTIA-kirja, 45 years ago The Urantia Book was 
published in Chicago, 65 years ago the Urantia Papers 
were in the process of being received by mortals, the 
fifth epochal revelation is taking shape. A hundred years 
ago, the world was living entirely on the merits of the 
fourth epochal revelation.

Let’s go 2000 years back in history and we shall see Jesus 
teaching and living the fourth epochal revelation. We 
then travel another 2000 years backwards, and we see 
Machiventa Melchizedek teaching Abraham and others. 
The third epochal revelation is in process.

We accelerate, and next move back to year 35,914 B.C., 
and what do we see? We see Adam and Eve arriving 
on Urantia in order to inaugurate the second epochal 
revelation.

The speed is now picking up, millennia upon millennia 
speed past us, and around 200,000 years ago we see our 
planet in the great turmoil precipitated by the rebellion 
of Lucifer and his henchmen. But we shall not stop, year 
500,000 passes by, and we witness how Prince Caligastia 
and his corporeal staff are landing on our planet, very 
much different from how we conceive it today. Concur-
rently with the arrival of the Planetary Prince, we may 
observe the coloured Sangik races appear, not far away 
from where the Prince is setting up his capital. Still the 
speed is picking up. We reach year 991,474 and may 
have a glimpse of Andon and Fonta, the first human 
beings. But we shall not stop, our journey back in time 
will go on until we reach the time 140 million years B.C. 
and witness how the first reptiles are born and are ready 
to be the masters of this planet for hundreds of thou-
sands of years, years which we have already passed. At 
the 210 million B.C. mark we have a fleeting glimpse of 
the first frogs, jumping around happily on the dry land 
which has a moment ago emerged from the primordial 
seas.

We also are no longer able to recognise the familiar 
features of our planet; continents do not look like they 

~ M I N I N G  T H E  A R C H I V E S ~
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do today. Yet the journey continues. Soon we see our 
planet nude: not a plant, not an animal, no visible life 
anywhere. At the 550 million year signpost we see the 
Life Carriers who are transplanting life in the oceans of 
our world. But when we reach the time 1,000 million 
(one BILLION) years ago, we notice that the earth has 
shrunk considerably in size, at the 2 billion mark the 
size is only one fifth of the present, at 2.5 billion year 
milestone the size of our planet is only one tenth of 
what it is today, and its surface is red-hot of molten 
stone and metals. We then fly past the 4.5 billion year 
mark and the earth has disappeared completely. Our 
next view is at 6 billion years ago where we see our Sun 
forming within the Andronover nebula. Our speed is 
now many times that of the speed of light, the journey 
into the past, to the beginning of time, goes on. At the 
500 billion years ago milestone we see the Andronover 
nebula disgorge its first sun. But at the 900 billion year 
post we see no trace of Andronover anymore.

Millions and billions of years are now passing in increas-
ing tempo. We are no longer able to discern the separate 
millennia. they simply pass us too swiftly. We only 
notice how the starry realms become ever thinner and 
thinner, nebulae upon nebulae become extinguished.

The seven superuniverses soon are hardly discernible, 
and in a moment we simply cannot see them anymore. 
they do not exist. Darkness is complete, impenetrable; 
there are no aggregations of suns or galaxies to cast light 
on our road. Yet, we have a sentiment and feeling that 
we are not alone. We feel safe and secure, we feel that 
we are constantly looked after, even if our speed is still 
picking up. We penetrate the primordial night ever 
deeper, ever deeper.

And then suddenly the first curtain-like belt of the 
dark gravity bodies is passed by in a swoosh; and finally, 
after ages upon ages, the inner, tubular belt. And then, 
immense luminosity fills everything, all is bright, all is 
holy, all is serene. There is nothing but holiness and 
serenity. Goodness which we cannot face or fathom. 
The beauty and goodness, the truthfulness of all that we 
see is so overwhelming, so overpowering, so crushing, 
so all-inclusive that we cannot take it, we cannot face it. 
The beauty, the goodness, the majesty of all we see is too 
much, it is verging on absoluteness. Tears of awe, hap-
piness, unending gratitude well in our eyes, our heart 
is about to stop, breathing is about to come to a halt 
because our physical constitution cannot endure this 
divine goodness, beauty, majesty, and love.

We have now entered the domains of the Divine Uni-
verse of Havona. The seven belts of one billion worlds 
are there for us to see in their unimaginable diversity. 
And no matter how far we proceed into the past, no 
matter how fast we speed, Havona is always there, 
Havona is constantly there, even if we still travel ever 
deeper in time. Eventually we realise there is no point in 
going on, because nothing changes: Havona is there for 
us to see no matter how far into the past we penetrate.

We realise that we have reached Eternity.

Time has come to a halt.     n

Love
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

Is the free and imaginative out flowing of the spirit

 over all unexplored paths.

It links those who love in bonds that unite but do not destroy,

causing them to discover in their mutual contact 

an exaltation capable of stirring in the very core of their being

all that they possess of ‘uniqueness’ and ‘creative’ power.

Love alone

can unite living beings

so as to complete and fulfil them,

for it alone joins them

by what is deepest in themselves.

All we need is to imagine our ability to love

developing until it embraces the totality of the people of Earth

Theoretically,

this transformation of love is quite possible.

What paralyses life is a failure to believe and failure to dare.

The day will come when,

after harnessing space,

the winds,

the tides,

and gravitation,

we shall harness for God the energies of love.

and on that day, for the second time

in the history of the world,

we shall have discovered fire

n
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Book Products

We are pleased to announce that a new shipment of 40 hard copy Urantia Books have arrived at the 
ANZURA office in Sydney. These books may be purchased for $35 + shipping.

Ever since the Australian Urantia Foundation office closed in 2012, we have compensated the loss of a 
permanent book supply by arranging with the book distributor—who now services our region of the world—to supply us 
with books and other Foundation products at the 40% discount given to regular book sellers. We also have a collection of 
secondary works and study aids available.

These products may be ordered from our office. See the full collection of products and their costs in the following order 
form.   n 

~ ANZURA Products & Order Form ~

The Urantia Book: Quantity Cost

Large Hard Cover Study Edition $50.00

....................... .......................

Hard cover—small $35.00

....................... .......................

Soft Cover (printed in India) $10.00

....................... .......................

Study Aids and Derivative Works:

Tales of Joshua $25.00

....................... .......................

A Study of the Master Universe $30.00

....................... .......................

Appendices to a Study of the Master Universe $20.00

....................... .......................

Thought Gems $15.00

....................... .......................

Resurrection Hall—Rick Warren $15.00

....................... .......................

Living in Truth, Beauty & Goodness—Jeffrey Wattles $25.00

....................... .......................

Parables of Jesus $25.00

....................... .......................

The Eternal Isle of Paradise—George Park $10.00

....................... .......................

Entities, Beings & Personalities in The Urantia Book $10.00

....................... .......................

Total Cost + $5.00 postage .......................



The ArenA

Summer 2018-19 page 23

ANZURA Products ~ Send order to:

 Name and postal address:

 ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 Phone: ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 Email: ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Methods of payment:

Credit Card:  Master Card        Visa   (please tick)

Card No ...............................................................................   ................................................................................   ...............................................................................   ...............................................................................    

Expiry Date _______/_______

Name on card .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Signature ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 Cheque  or   Money Order made out to ANZURA (Australian dollars only please)

Bank Transfer: ANZURA, BSB: 082 146, Account No.: 67 899 2437 (please put your name on transaction  
and send an email notice to: anzura@urantia-anzura.org)

Mail or Phone:    
ANZURA
P.O. Box 1581, Warriewood, NSW 2102. Ph: 0431 285 943

~ Items of Interest from the Website ~

Have  you seen Urantia Association International’s Study Aids and Resources section of the website?

Many students of The Urantia Book produce study aids and derivative works—creative tools that can help others 
understand the complexity of The Urantia Book. *

The Association has developed a resource library where many of these works are available. The full index of subjects can 
be viewed at the Topical Index of Articles section of the website. Here are a few specific links that may be of interest:

Videos: https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/videos 

Science & Cosmology: https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/science 

Philosophy & Religion: https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/philosophy-religion 

Self-Development: https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/self-development 

Books: https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/books 

Personal Testimonials: https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/personal-testimonials 

Introductions to The Urantia Book: https://urantia-association.org/category/introductions-to-the-urantia-book 

Teachings of Jesus: https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/teachings-of-jesus 

History of The Urantia Book: https://urantia-association.org/category/history/the-urantia-book-history 

*Please note that the opinions expressed in these works are those of the individuals who created them. Including them 
into this resource library does not imply endorsement of content by Urantia Association International. We consider 
much of the material in these works to include useful information and they are provided as a convenience to readers.  n

mailto:anzura%40urantia-anzura.org?subject=anzura
https://urantia-association.org/topical-index-of-articles/
 https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/videos
 https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/science
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/philosophy-religion
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/self-development
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/books
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/personal-testimonials
https://urantia-association.org/category/introductions-to-the-urantia-book
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/teachings-of-jesus
https://urantia-association.org/category/history/the-urantia-book-history
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THE “UB ENDEAVOUR”

T he UB Endeavour is a fundraising initiative for the 
purpose of raising funds for ANZURA. We ask if 
you would consider making a contribution to help 

us spread The Urantia Book and its teachings throughout 
Australia and New Zealand. 

ANZURA has adopted much of the work of the former 
Australian office of Urantia Foundation which closed in 
2012. It holds a small inventory of Urantia Books and other 
Urantia associated material such as study aids and second-
ary works that are available to readers for dissemination 
projects. As ANZURA’s main objective is to foster the in-depth 
study of The Urantia Book and to disseminate its teachings 
there is continually work to be done in an effort to fulfill 
this mission. 

ANZURA provides a reader referral service that helps 
readers find other readers and study groups in their towns 
or regions. Volunteer staff respond to enquiries about The 
Urantia Book and associated reader activities that come to 
us via the internet and telephone. We maintain a website 
that services readers and curious truth seekers alike with 
information, study aids, secondary works, and the entire 
text of The Urantia Book online with an efficient search 
engine. Each year ANZURA sponsors and organises two 
major study events: the National Study Day and the annual 
Urantia Book Readers’ Conference. We sponsor a gift book 
program where books are donated to libraries and relevant 
learning centres as well as study groups and individuals who 
wish to assist in this seeding program. A four-part introduc-

tory DVD is being developed as a study aid which will be a 
useful tool to use when introducing people to The Urantia 
Book. And of course, none of this can happen without an 
administration centre that requires basic office equipment 
such as computers, printers, a telephone line and stationary. 

All of the above require funds. Would you please consider 
helping us by making a contribution? For the average 
income earner we recommend regular small donations such 
as a dollar a day (or $30 per month) automatically debited 
from bank accounts. 

If you decide to assist us with the promotion and dissemina-
tion of The Urantia Book by contributing to the UB Endeav-
our, please either fill out the tear-off contribution form 
below and return it with your contribution to:

ANZURA
PO Box 1581
Warriewood, NSW 2102

Or alternatively you may direct debit into ANZURA’s bank 
account:
Account Name: ANZURA
BSB: 082-146 
Account Number: 67 899 2437 

Please consider a perpetual monthly or quarterly donation. 

For enquiries phone 0431 285 943 or  
email: anzura@urantia-anzura.org n

PLEDGE / GIFT CARD

My gift to the UB-Endeavour is enclosed. $

I pledge to the UB-Endeavour

I authorise a contribution of $

Perpetual gift arrangement

Please deduct $ from my credit card until further notice

Monthly Bi-monthly Quarterly Bi-annually Annually

ANZURA—The Australian & New Zealand
Urantia Association, National Association of
International URANTIA Association (IUA)

P.O. Box 609, Narrabeen, NSW 2101 Australia
Ph: 02 9970 6200  Fax: 02 9970 6201
anzura@urantia.org.au
14 Aspiring Ave, Manukau Heights, Auckland
New Zealand, Ph/Fax: 09 263 5800
joemarion@xtra.co.nz
® Registered Mark of URANTIA Foundation. Used pursuant to license.

U
B

. ENDEAVO

U
R

journey to
 regional

 autonomy

Charge my: Mastercard Visa card Bank card

Card number

Expiry

Signature

Please make cheques payable to
“ANZURA–UB Endeavour”

For Office Use Only:

Name Miss / Ms / Mrs / Mr / Dr

Address

etatSytiC Postcode

enohP ssenisuBenohP emoH

liamErebmun xaF

Signature Date

Please fill out both sides of this card.

ANZURA—The Australian & New Zealand
Urantia Association, National Association of
International URANTIA Association (IUA)

P.O. Box 609, Narrabeen, NSW 2101 Australia
Ph: 02 9970 6200  
anzura@urantia-anzura.org
14 Aspiring Ave, Manukau Heights, Auckland
New Zealand, Ph/Fax: 09 263 5800
joemarion@xtra.co.nz
® Registered Mark of URANTIA Foundation. Used pursuant to license.
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ANZURA—The Australian & New Zealand 
Urantia Association, National Association of 
URANTIA Association International (UAI) 

P.O. Box 609, Narrabeen, NSW 2101 Australia 
Ph: 02 9970 6200 
anzura@urantia-anzura.org 
14 Aspiring Ave, Manukau Heights, Auckland
New Zealand, Ph/Fax: 09 263 5800
joemarion@xtra.co.nz
® Registered Mark of URANTIA Foundation. Used pursuant to license.    

U
B

. ENDEAVO

U
R

journey to
regional

autonomy

ANZURA—The Australian & New Zealand 
Urantia Association, National Association of 
URANTIA Association International (UAI) 

PO Box 1581, Warriewood, NSW 2102 Australia 
Ph: 0431 285 943

anzura@urantia-anzura.org 

Masterton, New Zealand 
Ph: (06) 377 3469 or 027 550 7055

mikesbruv@gmail.com

® Registered Mark of URANTIA Foundation. 
Used pursuant to license. 

mailto:anzura%40urantia-anzura.org?subject=ANZURA
mailto:mikesbruv%40gmail.com?subject=
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Urantia Book Online
Here is a stand-alone, fully searcheable Urantia Book website available for all.

URANTIA BOOK ONLINE website http://ubook4u.com/ is very fast, supports full screen monitors and has an excellent 
search engine, which displays the time in fractions of a second for any search. Searches can be based on instances of any 
words, phrases, or associatios of words in The Urantia Book.   n

ANZURA Conference—ACT 2019

Greenhills Conference Centre

1437 Cotter Rd, Stromlo ACT 2611

27 to 30 Sept

http://ubook4u.com/
http://ubook4u.com/
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God is not the mere invention of man’s
idealism; he is the very source of all
such superanimal insights and values.

(2095:08)

December 25

Thought Gems  30/7/02  12:39 PM  Page 18

Summer Thought Gem

Contacts in
Australia and New Zealand

If you would like to be listed as a contact person, 
advise about your study Group or if your details have 

changed — please contact ANZURA.

ACT
William Wentworth
Holder
Canberra, ACT 2611
0450 035 866
wentworth@grapevine.com.au

Nigel Nunn
Bruce
Canberra, ACT 2617
0418 900 216
nnnunnn@gmail.com

Verner Verass
Duffy
Canberra, ACT 2611
0408 851 827
vern@designd.com.au

NSW
Trevor & Kathleen Swadling
Mona Vale 2103
Sydney, NSW
0417 706 692
swadling@bigpond.net.au

Pam & Dave Bradford
Towamba 2550
Southern NSW
02 6496 7186
lepney@skymesh.com.au

Rita Schaad
New Lambton 2305
Newcastle, NSW
02 4956 2272
maritah1@optusnet.com.au

Merindi & Bernie Belarski
Figtree
Wollongong, NSW 2525
02 4227 2859
belarski@bigpond.com

QLD
Graeme Chapman 
East Brisbane QLD 4169
07 3391 2052 
graemechapman@archart.com.au

SA
Stephen Carthew
Marino, SA 5049
0411 518 464
scarthew47@gmail.com

TAS
Julian McGarry
Hobart, TAS 7000
03 6295 0813
julianmcgarry@gmail.com

VIC
Regina Williamson
Ferntree Gully 3156
Melbourne VIC
0424 591 852
reginaeve@gmail.com
Bevan-Rhys James
Heidelberg 3084
Melbourne VIC
03 9458 3711
bevan@brjames.com.au

WA
Peter Webb
Butler, WA 6036
0420 360 697
webbph@bigpond.com

NZ
Marion Steward
Manukau City, Auckland, NZ
09 263 5800
joemarion@xtra.co.nz
Neville Twist
Epsom, Auckland, NZ
09 630 1415
mainrl@clear.net.nz
Colin Hemmingsen
Wellington, NZ
04 567 4868
colinhemmingsen@xtra.co.nz
Matty Hall
Masterton, NZ
(06) 377 3469 or 027 550 7055
mikesbruv@gmail.com

PO Box 1581, Warriewood, NSW 2102, Australia

 Email: anzura@urantia-anzura.org
 Web: www.urantia-anzura.org 
 Phone: 0431 285 943

 The Arena is a quarterly publication
dedicated to the promotion of goodwill  
and understanding among readers of 

~ The Urantia Book ~

Editorial contributions are welcome. Subscription rates: 
Australia/New Zealand—$A10 per year. Other countries—$A15 per year. 
Please remit in Australian currency, cheques made payable to ANZURA. 
Interpretations and opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent those of ANZURA, The Arena, or Urantia Foundation. All 
quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are from The Urantia Book © 1955 and 
used by permission.

Contact ANZURA
ANZURA   PO Box 1581 
Warriewood, NSW 2102

Phone: 0431 285 943
Email: anzura@urantia-anzura.org 

Visit our website https://anzura.urantia-association.org

https://anzura.urantia-association.org
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