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President’s Report

The most important event to 
report on is the ANZURA 
annual conference which 

was hosted this year by the Mel-
bourne Study Group.  They found 
a wonderful venue in Hepburn 
Springs west of Melbourne where 
Continental House accommodated 

and fed us more sumptuously than we are accustomed to.  
Ian and Isobel Esmore managed accommodation while 
Bevan James acted as MC. There were attendees from 
all the eastern states, as well as visitors from USA and 
Hawaii.  We very much missed the New Zealanders who 
were not able to make it this year.

We heard presentations from Bevan and Ian as well as 
Dennis D’Jong, Graeme Chapman and Jeff Wattles. Jeff 
was visiting from USA and gave an inspiring address. As 
well as being a long time reader, Jeff is a retiring Professor 
of philosophy, with a new book on sale now. Geri Johnson 
from Hawaii gave a workshop on laughter which had us 
in stitches! Sunday worship was conducted by Rita Schaad 
and Isobel. 

Thank you Melbourne for a great conference. Next year it 
is Brisbane’s turn, and Graeme Chapman tells us he has 
organised the venue in Mooloolaba we had in 2012.

The ANZURA AGM was held as usual. Minutes are be-
ing circulated.  Two positions on the board were up for 
election, Vice-President and New Zealand Representative. 

Neville Twist agreed in absentia to stand again for Vice-Pres-
ident. The position of New Zealand representative has been 
accepted by Matt Hall.

The board now consists of:
 President                       William Wentworth
 Vice-President              Neville Twist
 Secretary                       Phillip Marriott
 Treasurer                      Trevor Swadling
 NZ Rep                           Matt Hall
A ‘new-look’ website for ANZURA is almost finished. Our 
website is now an official “subsite” of Urantia Association 
International’s main website but the main difference now is 
that our site has the appearance of being an independ-
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>>



Summer 2017-18

The ArenA

page 2

ent stand-alone site. However the complex technical aspects 
of maintaining a website in perpetuity are linked to the 
International Association’s main site meaning that the pro-
fessional Webmaster and all the technical IT support is pro-
vided at no cost to ANZURA. Members are being trained 
in managing our own content, so we have full control over 
that aspect of our site. Kathleen Swadling, Communica-
tions Chair of the ISB (International Service Board) has 
been one of the driving forces, and the design skills of Vern 
Verass have also been put to good use. Kathleen will let us 
know when everything is complete. You can view what has 
been done so far at:  https://anzura.urantia-association.org/

A Zoom meeting was held recently by the ISB where repre-
sentatives of all the regional associations around the world 
were invited to attend. Each group was given a two-hour 
time slot where they could talk freely with members of the 
ISB. The meeting included a series of progress reports given 
by the participants and Chris Wood, the President of the 
International Association gave an outline of the organisa-
tion’s three-year strategic plan. Neville Twist reported on 
events taking place in New Zealanders explaining their 
recently established on-line study group and progress 
towards their Wellington mini-conference. The Australians 

gave details of the outreach efforts being made in Hobart 
and Sydney. Discussion of the Association’s Continental 
Co-ordinator program led to talk of the possibility of fur-
ther presence of ANZURA at Indian book fairs which have 
proved quite successful in the past. Also mention was made 
by David Linthicum (the Chair of the Dissemination Com-
mittee on the ISB) of contact with a reader in Fiji who has 
been actively receiving books and spreading them through-
out Fiji. A representative from ANZURA will be contacting 
him to see if he needs any assistance.

For the future, more emphasis needs to be placed on 
encouraging younger members to take on board positions 
and organisational roles. As a reader service organisation 
we strive to keep bureaucracy to a minimum, but some 
effort has to be made to keep things running. Some of us 
are approaching our use-by dates, and younger blood is 
needed.

I hope you all have a very happy and safe Christmas and 
New Year. Please enjoy this issue.

William Wentworth, President, ANZURA  n 

from the President cont.

Location map showing route from Melbourne

ANNOUNCING ~ ANZURA’s Annual Urantia Book Readers’ Conference 2018
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The venue has already been secured for ANZURA’s 
2018 conference so mark your calendars!! Brisbane 
readers will be hosting the conference so stay tuned 

for more details on the theme and program.

For those who attended the Queensland conference in 
2012, you will be familiar with the conference centre as we 
have booked the same delightful venue which is located on 
Queensland’s Sunshine Coast in the heart of picturesque 

Alexandra Headland. It offers modern accommodation fa-
cilities and full catering. There are a range of on-site activity 
spaces for indoor and outdoor programmes.  

Stay tuned for more information or contact anzura@urantia-
anzura.org

Visit the website at https://anzura.urantia-association.org/
annual-conference  n
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Announcing 2018 Urantia Book Readers’ Conference, Sunshine Coast, Queensland

New Look for ANZURA’s Website 
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ANZURA’s Website cont.
By Kathleen Swadling, Sydney

Thanks to the services of Urantia Association 
International, ANZURA’s website has been 
upgraded and has a fresh new look!  

For some time now, Urantia Association has been prepar-
ing its main website (at https://urantia-association.org) to be 
able to support “subsites.” This has now been done and 
they are offering National and Local Associations (like 
ours) space on the main website to create their own sub-
sites. These subsites have the appearance of a stand-alone 
site, but they will be “joined at the hip” in the backend of 
Urantia Association’s main site. 

ANZURA’s site is the first subsite to be created—we are 
the “guinea pig!” This means we now have the benefit of 
our own site without the ongoing hassles and costs of web 
servers and webmasters. All those complex maintenance 
things like technical support, upgrades and backups are 
taken care of by the maintenance on Urantia Association’s 

main site. There is no cost to the regional associations 
unless they ask for further development work that will 
require the Webmaster’s services that are over and above 
what comes with the basic package. 

Being the Chair of the Communications Committee of 
Urantia Association I have had the privilege of learning 
how to manage the content of the main website which has 
qualified me to be the main website’s Project Manager. 
I’ve been working with the Association’s professional Web-
master to get a template theme developed for the subsites 
so they can have a similar look and feel to the main site. 

ANZURA’s subsite has now been developed with the help 
of ANZURA member/volunteers. Vern Verass has been 
supplying us with graphic art support, and Rita Schaad 
(who has already been trained to manage content) is assist-
ing with transferring content from the old site to the new. 

A new domain name comes with this package—anzura.uran-
tia-association.org—it’s actually a sub-domain of the main 
domain name of Urantia Association and comes at no 
charge. We can still keep our existing domain name if we 
want (i.e. urantia-anzura.org) but we’ll need to forward it to 
the new one. In time, to save ongoing costs, we may phase 
out the old domain name and just keep the new one. 

Check it out at https://anzura.urantia-association.org. Let’s 
hear your feedback.   n

New Zealand Corner
Matt Hall, Masterton, New Zealand

Hi everyone, my name is Damian Matthew Hall (but people call me Matt), and it is my pleasure to come 
on board as the New Zealand Rep for ANZURA. I live in Masterton, New Zealand, with my wife Erin, 
and have been reading The Urantia Book since the early 2000s. I originally discovered the Revelation 

online and was immediately struck by its authoritative tone and ring of truth—it simply made one heck of a lot of 
sense. I currently work as an art tutor at a local community-based studio, and a huge passion of mine is interpret-
ing some of the key concepts and themes of The Urantia Book through my art, which is primarily portrait-based 
work. Thanks to the team at ANZURA for the warm welcome on board.

Recently, some New Zealand readers gathered for a weekend of study in a lovely Air BnB in Lower Hutt. It had been 
about a year since we had gathered similarly, and in the same place, and it is always fantastic to see friends who have 
such a unique and fascinating common interest, like The Urantia Book. While the gathering was quite informal, with 
plenty of socialising, food, and banter, we did start studying Paper 195, discussing the integration of the beginnings 
of the Christian church in Rome and Greece. Neville also shared a passage from a book he had been reading about 
the first Christian missionaries in India, and their absolute persistence, bravery and single mindedness to their 
cause of planting the seeds of the Christian Church in this country. There were other discussions, on 
politics, race relations, and seeding the revelation, but what I found really enjoyable was the ability of 
everyone to remain respectful and friendly even when the conversation got challenging. I think this is 
a great sign of the dynamic self-control this group of readers have. Although we only got together for 
the weekend, it was fantastic to keep strengthening the bonds we have, and we certainly hope to do 
this again.

Cheers from across the ditch!. Matt Hall    n

https://urantia-association.org
anzura.urantia-association.org
anzura.urantia-association.org
urantia-anzura.org
https://anzura.urantia-association.org
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The Age of Light and Life and How to 
Get There

By Jeffrey Wattles, USA

Presented at the ANZURA Conference 
2017, Hepburn Springs, Victoria

The term “light and life” refers to the final stages 
of planetary evolution when the kingdom of 
God becomes actual in an advanced world 

civilization.   

This talk describes our glorious planetary destiny and two 
paths to it, as set forth in several quotes on light and life. 
The first one defines light and life as the integration of 
previous phases of normal planetary evolution; the second 
and third teachings centre us in Jesus’ gospel. Fourth, as 
things become complex, we do well to recall that light 
and life is marked by “refreshing simplicity.” And the fifth 
teaching portrays the quest for a better understanding and 
fuller realization of the comprehensible elements of De-
ity—truth, beauty, and goodness.1

Light and Life as Balanced Excellence 
Achieved Through Sequence 1.0 
Light and life is about balanced excellence, and the 
number one way to get there is to go through the normal 
sequence of epochs of planetary evolution. 

The era of light and life . . . is the flowering of the 
successive ages of physical security, intellectual expansion, 
social culture, and spiritual achievement. These human 
accomplishments are now blended, associated, and co-
ordinated in cosmic unity and unselfish service. [Paper 50:5.10, 

page 577:5]

Let’s look a little closer at the normal sequence of epochs 
of planetary civilization. The nutrition epoch cultivates 
our capacity to find food and survive, to accomplish self-
maintenance. On that basis, the security age establishes 
self-preservation. On that basis, the material-comfort 
era promotes pleasure, self-gratification, ease in living, 
and time for culture. Then the quest for knowledge and 
wisdom places a premium upon education. Next, the 
epoch of philosophy and brotherhood inaugurates an age 
of moral reason, ethical responsibility, and the practice 
of the golden rule. On the basis of these physical, intel-
lectual, and social stages of development, there follows 
the age of spiritual striving, in which religion ascends to 
“cosmic wisdom and personal spiritual experience. Educa-
tion aspires to the attainment of meanings, and culture 
grasps at cosmic relationships and true values.” Finally, in 
light and life, all these human achievements are “blended, 
associated, and coordinated in cosmic unity and unselfish 
service.”

That is the direct path to light and life. But our world, af-
ter the rebellion against God and the default of Adam and 
Eve, we got off that path and are saddled in consequence 
with many problems. We have lost many gains that had 
been established, were starting to be established, or were 
planned for later establishment. Here’s an example. 

The struggles of these early ages were characterized by 
courage, bravery, and even heroism. And we all regret that 
so many of those sterling and rugged traits of your early 
ancestors have been lost to the later-day races. While we 
appreciate the value of many of the refinements of advancing 
civilization, we miss the magnificent persistency and superb 
devotion of your early ancestors, which oftentimes bordered on 
grandeur and sublimity. [Paper 64:7.20, page 729:1]

And from the Adamic default, we learn a sobering lesson 
that applies in every age. 

Never, in all your ascent to Paradise, will you gain anything 
by impatiently attempting to circumvent the established and 
divine plan by short cuts, personal inventions, or other devices 
for improving on the way of perfection, to perfection, and for 
eternal perfection. [Paper 75:8.5, page 846:4] 

We cannot go backwards. We must go forward. But how? 

In a parable class in Berkeley, California, in the 1970s, 
Nancy Grimsley came up with this one. She told of her 
observation one evening while she was walking by the 
water on the Berkeley Marina. The sun was down and the 
moon was full. There was a paved path, but she got off 
the path a few times and went down by the rocks at the 
water’s edge. She saw a highway of sparkling light coming 
straight from the moon down to her feet. Returning to the 
paved path and then leaving it again for the shoreline, she 
would again see a straight path of light leading straight to 
its source. Nancy took this as a metaphor: whenever we get 
off the path of wise living, there is always a straight path of 
light that leads us directly back to God. 

Another metaphor. If you’re driving and using GPS 
technology that gives you directions on how to reach your 
destination, if you do not follow the instructions, you 
may hear a message that says “Recalibrating.” Then you’ll 
be given a new set of directions to lead you from where 
you are to where you want to end up. Since our planetary 
sequence of epochs has been complicated by rebellion and 
default, we see the need for a new sequence to lead us to 
light and life—let’s call it sequence 2.0. 

Sequence 2.0: Light and Life Attained by 
Building a New Civilization on the Teachings 
of Jesus 
A second approach to light and life is indicated in this 
quote. 

Many intelligent and well-meaning men, even in the more 
enlightened age of these revelations, maintain that modern 
civilization could not have been built upon the teachings of 
Jesus — and they are partially right. But all such doubters 
forget that a much better civilization could have been built 
upon his teachings, and sometime will be. [Paper 154:4.6, page 

1720:3] 

So we need to build a new civilization on the teachings of 
Jesus. Everything we do will find a new basis, and these 
teachings will re-motivate us and lead us to change much 
of what we now do. 

Let’s anchor ourselves in the core of his Jesus’ teachings, 
the many-sided gospel of the family of God. In our next 
main quote, Jesus assures us of our planetary destiny and 
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then in his gospel expression tells what that destiny means 
and how to get there. I quote:  

“No matter what blunders your fellow men make in their 
world management of today, in an age to come the gospel 
which I declare to you will rule this very world. The ultimate 
goal of human progress is the reverent recognition of the 
fatherhood of God and the loving materialization of the 
brotherhood of man.” [Paper 143:1.4, page 1608:1] 

When we hear that the reverent recognition of the father-
hood of God and the loving materialization of the brother-
hood of man is the ultimate goal of all human progress, 
then we know that Jesus is referring to the age of light and 
life. 

Today humankind ache for the assurance of planetary 
destiny. I know how refreshing it is to take a break from 
my struggles from time to time and envision in my mind 
the progress of this world moving in fast-forward mode to 
light and life. In one or two seconds, there is no time to 
imagine the particular epochs that fly by. But that quick-
moving glimpse of cosmic perspective refreshes my calm, 
my assurance, and my motivation.

Light and life was part of Jesus teaching from early on. 
Whenever we join his prayer, “Your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven,” we are expressing our 
hope for light and life and our willingness to do whatever 
we can to help attain it.

If we want to help bring the day closer when Jesus’ gospel 
will rule this world, we can join his movement, the gospel 
movement. This phrase “the gospel movement” occurs 
three times in Part IV, and we do well to play a responsible 
part in it. 

The gospel movement is the secret of our progress to light 
and life. In Paper 170, we read the account of a sermon by 
Jesus on the kingdom of heaven, which develops in five 
phases.  

1. The personal and inward experience of the spiritual life of 
the fellowship of the individual believer with God the Father.

2. The enlarging brotherhood of gospel believers, the social 
aspects of the enhanced morals and quickened ethics resulting 
from the reign of God’s spirit in the hearts of individual 
believers.

3. The supermortal brotherhood of invisible spiritual beings 
which prevails on earth and in heaven, the superhuman 
kingdom of God.

4. The prospect of the more perfect fulfilment of the will of 
God, the advance toward the dawn of a new social order in 
connection with improved spiritual living — the next age of 
man.

5. The kingdom in its fullness, the future spiritual age of light 
and life on earth.  [Paper 170:4.2–6, page 1862.10–1863.4]              

Light and life is a long way off, but we can work to directly 
promote phase four, the next age of man. Consider this 
call for volunteers.  

Religion does need new leaders, spiritual men and women 
who will dare to depend solely on Jesus and his incomparable 

teachings. If Christianity persists in neglecting its spiritual 
mission while it continues to busy itself with social and 
material problems, the spiritual renaissance must await the 
coming of these new teachers of Jesus’ religion who will be 
exclusively devoted to the spiritual regeneration of men. And 
then will these spirit-born souls quickly supply the leadership 
and inspiration requisite for the social, moral, economic, and 
political reorganization of the world. [Paper 195:9.4, page 2082:9] 

Thus the gospel movement prepares the way for general 
planetary transformation. For more information on how 
this happens, see, for example, the paper on Planetary 
Mortal Epochs. “Jesus has already shown the way to the imme-
diate attainment of spiritual brotherhood”; but “the realization of 
social brotherhood on your world depends much on the achieve-
ment of the following personal transformations and planetary 
adjustments”: social fraternity, intellectual cross-fertilization, 
ethical awakening, political wisdom, and spiritual insight. [Paper 
52:6, page 597–98]  

Refreshing Simplicity
By this point, things may seem to be getting a little compli-
cated. So we are ready for the next quote about light and 
life. 

Life is refreshingly simple; man has at last co-ordinated a 
high state of mechanical development with an inspiring 
intellectual attainment and has overshadowed both with an 
exquisite spiritual achievement. [Paper 55:5.6, page 630:3]  

Simplicity here comes from aligning with divine pattern. 
Spiritual attainment overshadows other developments: 
the shining of the glory of the spirit indweller, reigning 
supreme in the mortal heart, eclipses even exquisite mate-
rial and intellectual attainments. 

If hearing all these ideals is beginning to make anyone feel 
a little overwhelmed, pause to recall that our ideals are 
not the same as the will of God, because our ideals grow 
geometrically in a curve that quickly ascends upward, but 
realistically we know that our ability to live up to them 
grows arithmetically, like a line that goes up in way that is 
gradual and plodding. 

There’s never enough time to do everything, but there’s 
always enough time to do the Father’s will. His way of 
simplicity, his will, his love, is our guiding thread. 

When I think of simplicity, I think of naturalness, ease, 
and graciousness, in complete freedom from self-exalta-
tion.   And the image that often comes to my mind is 
that of Australian swimmer Ian Thorpe, whom I saw on 
television more than once as he was walking along the 
side of the pool and smiling to the crowd after winning yet 
another Olympic gold.  

Light and life dominated by the pursuit of 
the understanding and realization of God in 
truth, beauty, and goodness
Given refreshing simplicity, we are ready for our last main 
quote, which most fully characterizes light and life.  

Throughout this glorious age the chief pursuit of the ever-
advancing mortals is the quest for a better understanding 
and a fuller realization of the comprehensible elements of 
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Deity—truth, beauty, and goodness.This represents man’s 
effort to discern God . . . in mind, matter, and spirit. And as 
the mortal pursues this quest, he finds himself increasingly 
absorbed in the experiential study of philosophy, cosmology, 
and divinity. [Paper 56:10.2, page 646:3] 

This fuller realization of truth, beauty, and goodness ena-
bles us to acquire Jesus’ beautiful wholeness of righteous-
ness. And if we notice the intimate correlation of beauty 
and joy, then we see that these three supreme values are 
part of Jesus’ many-sided gospel.

I will now trace a few of steps along a path that leads 
in the direction of understanding and realizing Deity 
through truth, beauty, and goodness. First of all, recall the 
second beatitude. “Happy are they who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be filled.” [Paper 140:3.3–4, page 1570:5] 

But what is righteousness? Righteousness means saying 
YES with our entire being to the whole package of the 
Father’s will. Jesus defined the kingdom once as including 
“faith in the effectiveness of the supreme human desire to 
do the will of God, to be like God.” It seems to me that 
“the supreme human desire to do the will of God, to be 
like God” is an excellent definition of righteousness.

Jesus expanded on the way of righteousness as follows.  

Jesus talked at great length trying to show the twelve what 
they must be, not what they must do. They knew only a 
religion that imposed the doing of certain things as the 
means of attaining righteousness—salvation. But Jesus 
would reiterate, “In the kingdom you must be righteous in order 
to do the work.” Many times did he repeat, “Be you therefore 
perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.” All the while 
was the Master explaining to his bewildered apostles that the 
salvation which he had come to bring to the world was to be had 
only by believing, by simple and sincere faith. . . . But it was a 
difficult task to persuade these Galilean fishermen that, in the 
kingdom, being righteous, by faith, must precede doing right-
eousness in the daily life of the mortals of earth.” [Paper 140:10.1, 
page 1584]               

What Jesus is setting forth here is a righteousness that is 
not something that we acquire by working for it. What we 
contribute is the supreme desire, the hunger and thirst. 
This hunger and thirst is a very special experience, and we 
do well to make time for it. 

And remember that faith, for all its simplicity, is not only 
a gift that we receive but also a gift that we exercise. Jesus 
taught the need to “take the kingdom in spiritual power and by 
the persistent assaults of living faith” and “the necessity for using 
spiritual force for the purpose of breaking through all material 
resistance and for surmounting every earthly obstacle.” [Paper 166:3, 
page 1829] 

The hunger and thirst becomes spontaneous when you 
know God and you receive the divine affection and love 
him in return; and you begin to realize that you can 
become like him, and you’ve had a taste of that, and you 
want more. You want it all. 

In this context, perfection means a quality of righteous-
ness that we can live now. It does not await our attainment 
of Paradise; it does not await light and life. Your hunger 
and thirst opens you to receive what he can clothe you 
with now. On a later occasion Jesus quotes Isaiah 61: “My 

soul shall be joyful in the love of my God, for he has clothed me 
with the garments of salvation and has covered me with the robe 
of his righteousness.” [Paper 150:5.2, page 1682:4]

Since we acquire this gift by faith, we can relax any nerv-
ous anxiety about remote ideals, and come into that place 
of calm and quiet where we can be receptive. Leaving 
behind a racing mind and an overcommitted schedule, we 
come to that place of being, the place of soul, the deeper 
self, the true self. 

We come to that place of direct, one-to-one, personal-
ity relation with the Father. Would anyone like to take 
a minute of silence right now, to allow the Father to 
clothe you with his robe of righteousness? [MINUTE OF 
SILENCE]

Thank you. 

When the gift of righteousness begins to take root in us, it 
is not rigid; it is not static. It expands. It unfolds into new 
growth, which carries us into the next phase of righteous-
ness, which is not simply received as a gift. The beautiful 
wholeness of righteousness is something that we learn to 
exemplify. How do we learn that? Jesus went right to the 
heart of it when he spoke about truth-coordinated living.  

“Consider the Greeks, who have a science without reli-
gion, while the Jews have a religion without science. And 
when men become thus misled into accepting a narrow 
and confused disintegration of truth, their only hope of 
salvation is to become truth-co-ordinated — converted.

“Let me emphatically state this eternal truth: If you, by truth 
co-ordination, learn to exemplify in your lives this beautiful 
wholeness of righteousness, your fellow men will then seek 
after you that they may gain what you have so acquired.” 
[Paper155:1.4–5, page 1726.1–2] 

So now the character goal expands beyond the righteous-
ness that we simply receive simply by faith. Now the goal 
is the beautiful wholeness of righteousness, and we learn 
to exemplify that wholeness by coordinating scientific living 
with spiritual living. 

Most readers of The Urantia Book have lots of ideas about 
spiritual living, but very few have a concept of scientific 
living that is serviceable for this purpose. I have resources 
on scientific living that I would love to share with you, in 
particular, the first chapter of my book, Living in Truth, 
Beauty, and Goodness. 

Now we are in a position to consider in a little more detail 
the thought that truth, beauty, and goodness—the compre-
hensible elements of Deity—enable us to discern God in 
mind, matter, and spirit. 

If we conceive of truth as an aspect of the nature of God, 
then we can look at the truths of science, philosophy, and 
spiritual experience—as expressions of divine truth. In 
the realm of science, God is the First Cause, whose laws 
of energy-matter establish a dependable framework of 
causation. In the realm of philosophy, God is the source 
of truth in the mind spheres; and the Creator’s design 
provides for us to sharpen intuition through reason on the 
way to wisdom. In the realm of spiritual experience, the 
one we know as our Father is both a personal love and a 
loving person; and he is the life of truth.

If we conceive of beauty as an aspect of the nature of 
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From ‘-ites’ to ‘Rites’
Presented by Graeme Chapman, Queens-
land, at the ANZURA Conference, 
Victoria 2017  

In these papers 78 through 96 of The Urantia Book, 
spanning some thirty-seven thousand years of Uran-
tia history, we see migration propelling late-stage 

human biological evolution, and we see the ensuing 
interplay with formative civilization and religion which 
can be called social evolution. We see fragments of soci-
ety and their corresponding fragments of religion sorting 
themselves out over time ever so gradually towards 
functional civilization and effective religion.   

The description presented in these papers is quite detailed 
so there is much that admits an interesting comparison 
with existing knowledge and recent research even if this 
means restricting our study to the more conventional parts 
and omitting those parts that appear only in The Urantia 
Book, such as the specific “races of color” or biological 
intervention by an Adam and Eve.

God, then our recognition of divine beauty cultivates our 
feeling. We respond in joy to his love; to the beauties of 
the physical creation; and to the charm of intellectual art, 
which expresses the human recognition of divine beauty 
so that others can share it.

If we conceive of goodness as a quality of God, then we 
grow to where our supreme desire is to do his will. We 
want to climb the ascending steps of the ladder of the 
golden rule until we reach the top, the spiritual level of in-
terpretation. And we strive to be like God, to acquire the 
beautiful wholeness of righteousness that we see in Jesus.                

On your voyage to light and life, may you each enjoy bal-
anced growth, following Jesus into ever-new realizations in 
your relation with the Father, and increasing effectiveness 
in your loving materialization of the brotherhood of man.

1  This 30-minute presentation did not explore how 
light and life as an individual attainment is connected 
with the planetary attainment. But that connection is 
implicit in the concept of the brotherhood of man and 
in what Jesus said on sonship and citizenship: “Show 
yourselves to be loyal citizens, upright artisans, praiseworthy 
neighbours, devoted kinsmen, understanding parents, and 
sincere believers in the brotherhood of the Father’s kingdom.” 
[Paper 178:1.17, page 1932.2]

 Note that there is an unhurried approach to excel-
lence that is a necessary part of life for us all. Balanced 
growth is required for each step of progress through the 
sequence of stages that are called the psychic circles. 
These circles, we are told, “have to do with personality sta-
tus, mind attainment, soul growth, and Adjuster attunement. 
The successful traversal of these levels demands the harmoni-
ous functioning of the entire personality . . . .” [Paper110:6.3, 
page 1209.3]  If not every mortal can expect to achieve 
the first circle in this life, every believer can achieve 

balance, symmetry, unification, as explained in the 
following quote. “Although the average mortal of Urantia 
cannot hope to attain the high perfection of character which 
Jesus of Nazareth acquired while sojourning in the flesh, it is 
altogether possible for every mortal believer to develop a strong 
and unified personality along the perfected lines of the Jesus 
personality. The unique feature of the Master’s personality 
was not so much its perfection as its symmetry, its exquisite 
and balanced unification.” [Paper 100:7.1, page 1101.5]  In 
context, we find Jesus’ symmetry described in terms of 
a broad array of virtues, with each virtue distinguished 
from the vice that can follow develop if that virtue is 
taken to extremes. Here are some examples. “[Jesus] was 
surcharged with divine enthusiasm, but he never became fa-
natical. He was emotionally active but never flighty. He was 
imaginative but always practical. He frankly faced the reali-
ties of life, but he was never dull or prosaic. He was coura-
geous but never reckless; prudent but never cowardly. He was 
sympathetic but not sentimental; unique but not eccentric. He 
was pious but not sanctimonious.” [Paper 100:7.4, page 1102.1]

 So how do we acquire a symmetrical personality? Of 
course we have to engage ourselves in various types 
of situation to develop a range of virtues and avoid 
extremes. But this effort can succeed because Jesus 
works with us. Here is the promise: “Today, as in Galilee, 
he continues to unify mortal experience and to co-ordinate 
human endeavors. He unifies life, ennobles character, and 
simplifies experience. He enters the human mind to elevate, 
transform, and transfigure it. It is literally true: ‘If any man 
has Christ Jesus within him, he is a new creature; old things 
are passing away; behold, all things are becoming new.’” 
[Paper 100:7.18, page 1103.6]    n

For existing knowledge let us look first at the Bible, whose 
early books from Genesis to Leviticus refer to a similar 
transition from biological evolution or creation, through a 
period of tribal migrations and conflicts between peoples, 
the Canaanites most famously, and on to descriptions of 
the Israelite religion.

Actually, Canaanites and Israelites are only a couple of the 
‘-ites’ mentioned in the Bible. A quick count of The (entire 
King James) Bible turns up 227 ranging from Aaronites to 
Zorites. Even the much shorter history found in the Book 
of Mormon still mentions about fifteen ‘-ites’ ranging 
from Amalekites to Zoramitesi. This surprisingly large 
number of ‘-ites’ preserved within the otherwise highly 
condensed scriptural accounts of history suggests that its 
writers took the view that these many peoples needed to 
be remembered even if only in passing, a view also evident 
in the preservation of so many individual names in 
famously tedious passages of “begats”.

The Urantia Book, while mentioning some forty-three ‘-ites’ 
ranging from Adamites to Yahwehites takes the different 
view that, “It would be fruitless to attempt to enumerate 
the many racial groups”ii . Indeed at the time of publica-
tion the obvious, biblical method of tracing the lineage 
of racial groups was not up to the task of understanding 
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late-stage evolution. There was too much circular logic and 
uncertainty in associating the found remains of individu-
als with racial traits which were themselves an evolving, 
moving target.

So let us now consider the contribution of recent research 
and scientific methods that can measure the relationships 
of individuals directly so their evolution can be observed 
without being confused by errors in assigning those indi-
viduals to populations or racial groups. With sufficient 
data the existence of such groups might sometimes be 
inferred but importantly the method does not rely upon 
recognizing groups at all. Thus, the stated fruitlessness of 
“enumerating the many racial groups”, though effectively 
true enough, is not as final as it might have seemed at the 
time of publication.

An appreciation for some of the current scientific methods 
and their applications can be found in a recent article by 
Ann Gibbons in Science Magazineiii. Radioactive isotopes of 
carbon provide the time-line in the now-familiar manner. 
Analysis of DNA enables the genetic similarity of individu-
als to be measured without knowing any other connection. 
And its limits of reliability are understood quite well such 
that care can be taken not to exceed them. Less familiar is 
the analysis of stable (non-radioactive) isotopes; in this case 
the relative amount of the several isotopes of strontium 
and nitrogen which characterize region or diet.

Stable isotope information takes us slightly beyond genet-
ics and history to touch upon habit and lifestyle. For exam-
ple, whenever a specimen contains DNA quite different 
from its neighbours it can reasonably be supposed that the 
individual migrated there in its lifetime. But if in addition 
to different DNA that individual has a different stable 
isotope composition, then migration is moderately certain.

Suppose the remains of a female who grew up on a local 
farm is found beside a genetically different male who 
grew up somewhere else. We would recognize the obvious 
story-line and we might imagine a tall stranger, perhaps on 
a horse, hunting far from home, who notices the farmer’s 
daughter and who decides to stay. To be sure, that story is 
familiar enough as is the entire human tendency to split 
into tribes, to explore, to hunt and to merge again. So let 
us remember that the scientific objective it not so much 
to discover the stories as to work out their distribution in 
space and time.

Such added information about habit and lifestyle also 
brings the scientific work to about the same level of detail 
as the reader of The Urantia Book encounters there. The 
following observations are therefore of interest.

We note that the migrations into Europe occurred in 
three waves. 

•	 19,000	to	14,000	years	ago:	Hunter-gatherers	from	the	
Middle East since the last glaciation.

•	 9,000	years	ago:	Farmers	from	north-west	Anatolia	
i.e. from around modern Greece and Turkey, mixing 
slowly.

•	 5,000	years	ago:	So-called	“Yamnaya”	invasion	of	Herd-
ers from north of the Black Sea, mixing rapidly.

Of these the third wave of migration does indeed some-
what parallel The Urantia Book’s “Andite conquest of 
Northern Europe”iv, where, it may be recalled, the term 
“Andites” refers to a people already highly blended in 

stages from pre-existing Nodites, Andonites also imply-
ing a substantial admixture of “Adamite”, the violet race 
descendants of Adam and Eve.

We may also note that both accounts agree on another 
point, that certain anomalous-looking populations are 
not genetically separate as tradition has it, but rather just 
differently proportioned blends of much the same parent 
populations. For example, both accounts seem to agree 
that the Basque people of Northern Spain are local popu-
lations that blended less with some of the later invaders; 
with Yamnaya in the one case and with Andites in the 
otherv.

The Gibbons article also explains an anomaly in the flow 
of research and it’s one that I think readers of The Urantia 
Book would find relevant to an appreciation of the times 
and attitudes prevalent since the book’s publication.

The subject of human migrations in Europe seems to have 
languished for much of the post-war period instead of de-
veloping steadily with emerging methods as expected. And 
the reason seems to be a reaction against the use of ances-
tral territory claims and adoration of historical figures to 
promote German militarism towards the middle of last 
century. The scientists or their funding institutions were 
probably not being especially noble or political, perhaps 
just tired of providing the same old, convenient excuse for 
war-making especially when there were plenty of similar 
but less-controversial research topics to pursue.

Gibbons tells of the original, remarkable event that fed 
this dangerous war propaganda all too easily. In the first 
place, back in 3 A.D., there was the spectacular Battle of 
Teutoburg Forest recorded by Roman historian Tacitus 
in which a local Germanic tribe called Cherusci and its 
leader Arminius defeated three Roman legions. In the 
second place, myth-building enthusiasts of the fifteenth 
century re-invented the hero Arminius as Germanic super-
hero Herrmann. In the third place, National Socialists of 
the twentieth century completed the myth by anointing 
the super-hero Herrmann as an archetype for their Aryan 
master race.

But despite the ensuing post-war inertia, eventually, since 
about 1990, researchers were drawn to fill the obvious gap 
and we finally learned the valuable lesson that the ancient 
populations migrated so far and became so blended that 
all ancestral claims in Europe are quite spurious.

The Urantia Book comments freely and often on the 
relative performance of the various racial groups and so 
today’s reader may judge it racist by reflex. These days even 
the idea that civilization requires an adequately developed 
population to sustain is borderline controversial. And yet 
most of the race-related comment merely attempts to docu-
ment the sometime success and often-time failure that 
underlies the evolutionary struggle. At the very least there 
is a sincere lack of prejudice in that remarks about racial 
groups are so consistently made after the fact based upon 
average performance taken over millennia.

One exception might be the “violet race after Adam”, 
which from its origin was always expected to perform bet-
ter than others, though even in this case The Urantia Book 
account remains unsentimental and ever-willing to accept 
any outcome, opining that, “Race admixture is always 
advantageous in that it favors versatility of culture...” vi.
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That cultural aspect is really the subject of all the remain-
ing papers in the selection, particularly the concepts and 
practices (rites of the ‘-ites’) that make up religion. While 
there is no science explaining how these concepts first 
arose, we do have some ideas about how they perpetuate 
and evolve. The word “meme” was invented to describe 
a social analogue to the biological gene, being a particle 
of culture that is sufficiently self-evident and appealing to 
people that, like the gene, it can persist, passed to succes-
sive generations relatively unchanged.

For readers of The Urantia Book the meme is at least a 
helpful device for highlighting the evolutionary trend 
in the vast array of ideas that make up religion. For me 
it adds real depth of meaning to the term “evolutionary 
religion”, not just the religion of an evolutionary creature 
but also religion as the product of its own corresponding 
evolution. Such is the beauty of appreciating culture being 
assembled from pieces held dear by each of its component 
peoples.

The series of papers dealing with relatively discrete, “el-
ementary particles” of religion is very amenable to this ap-
proach. After understanding even a few of these, especially 
with some sympathy for how the early humans understood 
them, the modern reader can enjoy assembling them into 
meaningful combinations. I find that perceiving them as 
memes gives the reader an additional grasp of the natural, 
evolutionary reality behind those combinations.  

For example, from my reading I might recognize sin as an 
enduring concept to do with wilful departure from the 
lawful operation of the universe. I might gain an apprecia-

tion for the sense in which sacrifice expresses indebtedness 
or gratitude. I might also become aware of the atonement 
concept, the need to be on good terms with God. From 
that position of understanding I can go on to imagine 
how these memes in use by many people over time would 
evolve into another sin-sacrifice-atonement meme which is 
practically an entire functional religion in scope.

A glimpse of how our genes and memes came together, 
such as these Urantia Papers provides, goes to the fun-
damental reasons for reading history. I hope these few 
additions have contributed to keeping that glimpse clear 
with respect to our current ways of thinking, which I see as 
a worth-while and ongoing task for every reader.

i The Book of Mormon 4 Nephi 1:17 refers to a happy 
time when “There were no robbers nor murderers, nei-
ther were there Lamanites not any manner of -ites; but 
they were in one the children of Christ, and heirs to 
the kingdom of God.” This is probably what originally 
prompted me to notice the proliferation of biblical 
‘-ites’.

ii  The Urantia Book [Paper 80:3.2, page 891.3]

iii  Gibbons, A., 2017. “Busting the Myths of Origin”, AAAS 
Science Vol. 356, pp. 678-681. 

iv  The Urantia Book [Paper 80:5.8, 894.1]

v  The Urantia Book [Paper 80:9.11, page 898.6]

vi  The Urantia Book [Paper 79:2.7, page 880.5]     n

Urantia Book Introduction—Video 
Series

by Nigel Nunn, Canberra, ACT  

Some of you may recall that back in 2010-11, we 
started to sketch out a series of videos intended to 
introduce various concepts revealed in The Urantia 

Book. We now have most of the set ready, to be used in 
any way.    

One neat little project will be for someone with the time 
and talent to combine the videos on a DVD, together 
with appropriate menus and extra features. Extras might 
include full audio and text versions of The Urantia Book, in 
a variety of languages. Such a disk could be distributed as 
enjoyable gift, as well as educational resource.

The first three videos introduce the phenomenon of Per-
sonality as revealed in The Urantia Book, and how Personal-
ity makes the universe “a family affair.”  In the remaining 
videos I try to unravel the almost entirely unexplored 
cosmology sprinkled throughout these papers.  The first 
three of these are finished; the final two will be my full-

time focus for the next year. 

Following are links to the final versions, ready and waiting 
at YouTube. 

PS: for watching on small-to-medium screens, select a 
low-res version (e.g. 480p, not 720p or 1080p). Audio is 
the same in all resolutions, and the low-res versions are 
MUCH smaller.  The HD versions are intended for large 
TV screens and conferences.

Parts 1, 2, 3: 

Part 1 - Universe Frames

Part 2 - the Personal Universe

Part 3 - a Family Affair

Here’s link to play all three parts:  

The Urantia Book and Personality 

These next three videos make up the first half of Part 4:
Part 4A - Foundations

Part 4B - Mass & Matter (part 1)

Part 4B - Mass & Matter (part 2)

This playlist plays all three: Urantia Book Cosmology 

Warm wishes to all, and much love! Nigel      n

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbutiy-vCKc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s8w8pK44JAM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SB7GB_isujM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLujf81__tQbS1ro-q5qpYQZOANCrXRsFj
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZerrvI4dLTQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZurF1V81W8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AE0uUliBfis&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLujf81__tQbQ_tAoVrvr6xOPm4XkZUStU
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Become a Member of ANZURA

Do you ever feel you would like to get more in-
volved in helping to bring The Urantia Book and 
its teachings to your fellow men and women? Do 

you ever feel that the teachings in the book are calling 
us to service or challenging us to find creative ways of 
spreading the concepts of the fifth epochal revelation? 
Have you ever considered becoming a member of the 
Australia & New Zealand Urantia Association (AN-
ZURA)?     

We invite serious students 
of The Urantia Book to join 
us; we are a community 
of spiritual seekers who 
recognize The Urantia 
Book as an epochal 
revelation to this world. 
Association members 
have discovered the 
integrated beauty of 
its supernal teachings 
and have responded 
to an inner desire 
to serve their fellows in our mutual 
quest for truth, beauty, and goodness.

ANZURA welcomes members from all races, cultures, 
nations, and religions. As a member of ANZURA you 
will automatically become a member of the Urantia As-
sociation International, a worldwide family of Urantia 
Book students who enjoy social activities and educational 
programs, including a wide range of service opportunities 
that will tap your personal skills and talents for the most 
important project of our time: the moral and spiritual 
rejuvenation of humanity.

Types of Membership
Full Member: To be eligible for full membership in 
ANZURA a person must have read The Urantia Book in 
its entirety, support the teachings of The Urantia Book, 
support the goals and purposes of Urantia Association 
International and Urantia Foundation, and agree to 
abide by Urantia Association’s Charter and the ANZU-
RA Bylaws. Full members are eligible to vote and to hold 
office in ANZURA.

Associate Member: An individual who has not read 
The Urantia Book in its entirety may join ANZURA as an 
associate member. To be eligible to join as an associate 
member a person must be reading The Urantia Book, sup-
port the teachings of The Urantia Book, support the goals 
and purposes of Urantia Association International and 
Urantia Foundation, and agree to abide by Urantia Asso-
ciation’s Charter and the ANZURA Bylaws. An Associate 
Member may not hold office and is not entitled to vote.

For more information and online application form visit: 
https://anzura.urantia-association.org/membership     n

Condensing The Urantia Book through 
a democratic process

by Dylan Roberts, Canberra, ACT  

Hi Fellow ANZURA Readers. I want to initiate a 
Urantia Book project. The aim is to condense 
the views of a range of readers on the main mes-

sage of The Urantia Book via a democratic technique. 

The technique proposed is to allow any interested 
ANZURA reader to describe in 300 words or less what 
they believe to be the main message of The Urantia Book. 
Readers are then asked to email me their piece (to: dylanr@
y7mail.com) within six months of this notice in Arena 
(final submission date of 30/6/2018). Also include in your 
email how long you have been reading The Urantia Book, 
and tell me if you would like to remain anonymous and 
you would not like your contribution piece to be revealed 
to other ANZURA readers at the end. Myself and a few 
other interested readers will go through every piece, and 
make note of the common themes that appear. The results 
will then be summarized and presented at the next (2018) 
Australian Urantia Conference, and published in Arena. 
The contributions of individuals will be made available for 
all of our perusal at the end of the project.

Why? 
The Urantia Book is vast in scope, and being an epochal 
revelation, should not be constrained to a particular indi-
viduals take. This project gives readers (particularly mes-
sengers of The Urantia Book) an opportunity to integrate 
the views of a range of other readers into their presenta-
tion of Urantia Book truth.

Looking forward to reading your contributions!

God bless!

Dylan Roberts

To contact me about the project, please call my mobile 
number on 0409 962 976, or email me as above. n

[Paper 3:5.16, page 52:2]

https://anzura.urantia-association.org/membership
mailto:dylanr%40y7mail.com?subject=Dylan%20Roberts
mailto:dylanr%40y7mail.com?subject=Dylan%20Roberts
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Summary of the Sydney Study Group in 
2016—Ascension to Paradise 

by Rita Schaad, Sydney, NSW  

The Sydney Study Group meets on the first Wednes-
day of each month in Mona Vale. At the beginning 
of each year we decide on a theme for the year, and 

each month we study a paper or present a topic relating 
to that theme. In 2016 we decided on the theme “Our 
Ascension Career to Paradise.” Each of the study group 
members undertook to research and present on one stage 
of this stupendous journey.  

Following is a brief summary of each presentation, illustrat-
ing the intricate plan and execution of the universal family 
to usher us mortals into ever more spiritualising lives within 
our universal home and beyond.

February: Robert Coenraads
Robert began whetting our 
appetites by reading from his 
new novel,  “Onward Journey” 
before familiarising us to the 
path we will be taking , step by 
little step.... 

The lower planes of morontia 
mota join directly with 
the higher levels of human 
philosophy. On the first 
mansion world it is the practice 
to teach the less advanced 
students by the parallel 
technique; ... [Paper 48:7.1, page 556.1]

Reading through the 28 statements of Morontia Mota—
higher mortal philosophy—we appreciate that we learn from 
the ground up.

What else can we expect on these higher worlds—well, the 
visual description of the Gardens of God, the Seas of Glass 
and other physical beautiful vistas. Then beings called Celes-
tial artisans—musicians, builders etc.

There is no caste in the ranks of spirit artisans. No matter 
how lowly your origin, if you have ability and the gift of 
expression, you will gain adequate recognition and receive due 
appreciation as you ascend upward in the scale of morontia 
experience and spiritual attainment. There can be no handicap 
of human heredity or deprivation of mortal environment which 
the morontia career will not fully compensate and wholly 
remove. [Paper 44:8.3, page 508.1]

March: Trevor Swadling “An Overview of the 
Universe Ascent—the Adventure of Time; the 
Adventure of Eternity”
While asking about the whys and wherefores of this amaz-
ing journey we’re embarking upon, we find answers in the 

Paper 32, The Evolution of Local Universes and find out 
about the eternal and divine purpose.

There is a great and glorious purpose in the march of the 
universes through space. All of your mortal struggling is not 
in vain. We are all part of an immense plan, a gigantic 
enterprise... [Paper 32:5.1, page 364.3]

Of course that makes us interested in the Personalities of 
the Grand Universe, Paper 30 and in particular we also 
find ourselves listed among other advanced being as: the 
Ascending Mortals and find that there awaits us a grand 
destiny. 

Each of these destiny corps has a presiding head, and the 
seven constitute the Supreme Council of Destiny on Paradise; 
and during the present universe age Grandfanda is the chief 
of this supreme body of universe assignment for the children 
of ultimate destiny. [Paper 31:10.9, page 353.5]

And always is it with great admiration to appreciate the 
authors of such revelation, this one: 

......jointly sponsored by a Divine Counselor and One without 
Name and Number authorized so to function by the Ancients 
of Days on Uversa. [Paper 31:10.21, page 354.7]

Once again it is staggering to acknowledge the personali-
ties that have conspired to undertake this communication 
with us. 

April: Julian Martin “The Human Paradox—a 
Slingshot to Paradise”
The question Julian asked here is: Who has instigated this 
mighty ascension scheme, who is organising and sustain-
ing it? It leads us to ponder The Attributes of God.

In the affairs of men’s hearts the Universal Father may not 
always have his way; but in the conduct and destiny of a 
planet the divine plan prevails; the eternal purpose of wisdom 
and love triumphs. [Paper 3:5.3, page 51.2]

The uncertainties of life and the vicissitudes of existence do 
not in any manner contradict the concept of the universal 
sovereignty of God. All evolutionary creature life is beset by 
certain inevitabilities.  [Paper 3:5.5, page 51.4]

Remember these: is courage, faith, loyalty etc—desirable..? 
We considered and dwelt for some time on all the nine 
points. They seem so familiar to us, and yes, they do crop 
up in everyday living. They are giving us understanding 
of our ‘just’ humanly sentiments and providing logical 
reason to be more creative in our reactions to them!

The great organisation for nurturing and encouraging us 
forward lies in the domain of The Local Universe Mother 
Spirit. To know that we are individually met and taken by 
the hand is what we would understand a Mother to do 
for us.  

From the heights of eternal glory the divine Spirit descends, 
by a long series of steps, to meet you as you are and where 
you are and then, in the partnership of faith, lovingly to 
embrace the soul of mortal origin and to embark on the sure 
and certain retracement of those steps of condescension, never 
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stopping until the evolutionary soul is safely exalted to the 
very heights of bliss from which the divine Spirit originally 
sallied forth on this mission of mercy and ministry. [Paper 

34:6.3, page 380.4]

Urantia mortals are compelled to undergo such marked 
struggling between the spirit and the flesh because their 
remote ancestors were not more fully Adamized by the Edenic 
bestowal. It was the divine plan that the mortal races of 
Urantia should have had physical natures more naturally 
spirit responsive. [Paper 34:7.5, page 382.5]

And so we are helped by many spiritual influences in our 
struggle to grow in faith, nurture a religion, experience the 
presence and reality and be more responsive to the divine 
indweller.

May: Robert Coenraads “The Mansion Worlds”
First step on the new worlds is about completing the 
psychic circles, fusion and coming face to face with the 
leaders of the rebellion.

The mortal-survival plan has a practical and serviceable 
objective  [Paper 48:8.3, page 558.1]

The Gods cannot — at least they do not — transform a 
creature of gross animal nature ... [Paper 48:0.1, page 541.1]

June & July: Kathleen Swadling “The Training 
Worlds of Edentia”
We explored what mortals do with their time on the Eden-
tia training worlds in our constellation of Norlatiadek.

These seven hundred minor worlds are technical spheres of 
practical education in the working of the entire local universe 
and are open to all classes of intelligent beings. These 
training schools of special skill and technical knowledge are 
not conducted exclusively for ascending mortals, although 
morontia students constitute by far the largest group of all 
those who attend these courses of training. When you are 
received on any one of the seventy major worlds of social 
culture, you are immediately given clearance for each of the 
ten surrounding satellites. [Paper 43:7.3, page493.4]

August: Trevor Swadling “Salvington, Uni-
verse Wards and Uversa” 
Trevor presented on the stages of our progress after leav-
ing Edentia, on the time spent on Salvington and all the 
worlds of our local universe of Nebadon, then as fully 
fledged spiritual beings—we’re referred to as Universe 
Wards—as we travel on upwards through the minor and 

major sectors of the Superuniverse of Uversa. He kept 
highlighting the emphasis the book places on our ethical 
relationships with other personalities.

September: “The Central Universe of Havona.” 
We read Paper 14: The Central & Divine Universe. This 
paper covered much about what we need to know about 
the next stage our progress after leaving the superuniverse 
of Uversa. We discovered a little bit about what’s in store 
for us on the mere 1 billion worlds of Havona!! 

October: Phillip Marriott “Our Paradise So-
journ” 
Phillip introduced us to the incredible wonders of Para-
dise and what is in store for us after our long, long climb 
to the centre of all things in the universe.

3. The glorified mortals of the Paradise Corps of Finality 
are ascendant beings in possession of experiential knowledge 
of every step of the actuality and philosophy of the fullest 
possible life of intelligent existence, while during the ages of 
this ascent from the lowest material worlds to the spiritual 
heights of Paradise, these surviving creatures have been 
trained to the limits of their capacity respecting every detail 
of every divine principle of the just and efficient, as well as 
merciful and patient, administration of all the universal 
creation of time and space. [Paper 31:3.7, page 348.4]
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From the Six-0-Six Newsletter January/February 1990

Old Coins in a Shoebox
By Tony Rudd, formerly Melbourne, now Perth 

When I was a young lad, my brother and 
I used to play in the attic of my parents’ 
house. There was a shoebox full of old 

coins we played shop with—‘buying’ and ‘selling’ 
things in the attic from one another. We knew they 
weren’t real money because they all had a picture of 
a tree fern on one side and a rainbow on the other, 
and with the coins bearing different inscriptions.

Many years later, I started reading The Urantia Book, 
becoming increasingly inspired by its teachings. Then 
I remembered, for some strange reason, the coins my 
brother and I played with and although not paying 
much attention to the words inscribed on them then, 
felt that the ideas in the book, and the ideas on the 
coins had something in common.

Delving into the family archives, I came across the 
coins shown here. They are a part of a series of over 
50 different coins minted by my great grandfather, 
Mr. E.W. Cole between 1879 and 1915.

They were designed as advertising tokens—to be used 
for a 3d. discount in any purchase from “Coles Book 
Arcade” in Bourke Street, Melbourne, which had 
over one million books on display, making it one 
of the largest in the world at that time. He believed 

~ M I N I N G  T H E  A R C H I V E S ~

November: Rita Schaad “Our Journey in the 
Great Beyond” 
Rita took us on an incredible space journey as we looked 
at some of the things that may keep us occupied as per-
fected beings belonging to the Corps of the Finality.

We deem that human beings are entitled to share our 
opinions, and that you are free to conjecture with us 
respecting the mystery of the ultimate destiny of the Paradise 
Corps of Finality. It seems evident to us that the present 
assignments of the perfected evolutionary creatures partake of 
the nature of postgraduate courses in universe understanding 
and superuniverse administration; and we all ask, “Why 
should the Gods be so concerned in so thoroughly training 
surviving mortals in the technique of universe management?” 
[Paper 31:3.8, page 348.5]

We venture the forecast of future and greater outer universes 
of inhabited worlds, new spheres peopled with new orders of 
exquisite and unique beings, a material universe sublime in 
its ultimacy, a vast creation lacking in only one important 
detail — the presence of actual finite experience in the 
universal life of ascendant existence. [Paper 31:10.11, page 353.7]

December: Christmas party and a reading on 
“Spiritual Unity.”   n
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in books with a passion, stating that, “ …to observe, 
enquire, read and think is the first duty of man.” He 
never asked people to buy. He encouraged browsing. 
In some cases people would browse all day in the 
Arcade and read half a book, returning the following 
day to finish it. In the meantime he provided them 
with chairs to make sure they were comfortable in the 
process!

He knew the value of serving his customers and took 
great pains to make sure the Arcade was an entic-
ing space, employing a permanent five-piece string 
orchestra on the balcony! Conventional he was not! 

He advertised, successfully for a wife in the Mel-
bourne ‘Herald’—producing six little Coles as a result, 
my grandmother included. 

Insightful, he was, particularly as to the value of 
knowledge and truth which was available through 
books. “It is books”, he said, “that will relieve a 
man of his weary hours, enable him to pass his 
time pleasantly and whilst enriching his mind with 
wisdom, which cannot fail to be of intrinsic value to 
him in every phase and condition of life here, will 
also serve as capital in the next stage of existence. I 
idolize them for their unparalleled value as an agency, 
helping mankind to higher destinies. They are the 
channel through which the influence flows that 
makes the difference between the wise and, well—the 
otherwise.”

Had The Urantia Book been available 50 years earlier, 
I think it would have been prominently displayed in 
the Arcade!

(To find out more about EW Cole go to http://ration-
alreligion.net/  and click on the link.)       n

~ Items of Interest from the Website ~

Have  you seen Urantia Association Interna-
tional’s Study Aids and Resources section of the 
website?

Many students of The Urantia Book produce study aids 
and derivative works—creative tools that can help others 
understand the complexity of The Urantia Book. *

The Association has developed a resource library where 
many of these works are available. The full index of sub-
jects can be viewed at the Topical Index of Articles section 
of the website. Here are a few specific links that may be of 
interest:

Videos: https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-
resources/videos 

Science & Cosmology: https://urantia-association.org/cat-
egory/study-aids-resources/science 

Philosophy & Religion: https://urantia-association.org/
category/study-aids-resources/philosophy-religion 

Self-Development: https://urantia-association.org/category/

study-aids-resources/self-development 

Books: https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-
resources/books 

Personal Testimonials: https://urantia-association.org/cat-
egory/study-aids-resources/personal-testimonials 

Introductions to The Urantia Book: https://urantia-associa-
tion.org/category/introductions-to-the-urantia-book 

Teachings of Jesus: https://urantia-association.org/category/
study-aids-resources/teachings-of-jesus 

History of The Urantia Book: https://urantia-association.
org/category/history/the-urantia-book-history 

*Please note that the opinions expressed in these works 
are those of the individuals who created them. Including 
them into this resource library does not imply endorse-
ment of content by Urantia Association International. 
We consider much of the material in these works to 
include useful information and they are provided as a 
convenience to readers.    n

The Journey 
© Trevor Swadling 2017

There’s a love inside everyone on this earth
A love inside who parents our soul

A love inside responds to choice
There’s a love inside all it needs is our voice

The journey, has begun

It’s a song I long to sing
It’s a feeling my hand can hold

We could reach up and bring it down
It could turn the whole world round.

There’s a love inside that shows you what’s true
A love inside was planned for you

A love inside pure and still
A love inside that waits for your will

The journey, has begun 

It’s a song I long to sing
It’s a feeling my hand can hold

We could reach up and bring it down
It could turn the whole world round

It’s a seed we all can sow
In this love we all will grow

It’s a song we all can sing

There’s a love inside that longs to be free
A love inside depends on you and me

A love inside enlightens our mind
There’s a love inside that will open our eyes

The journey, has begun

It’s a song I long to sing
It’s a feeling my hand can hold

If we could reach up and bring it down
It could turn the whole world round.

The journey, has begun
The journey, to be one…

It’s a seed we all can sow
In this love we all will grow

It’s a song we all can sing
The journey, has begun

n

http://rationalreligion.net/
http://rationalreligion.net/
https://urantia-association.org/topical-index-of-articles/
 https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/videos
 https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/videos
 https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/science
 https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/science
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/philosophy-religion
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/philosophy-religion
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/self-development
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/self-development
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/books
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/books
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/personal-testimonials
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/personal-testimonials
https://urantia-association.org/category/introductions-to-the-urantia-book
https://urantia-association.org/category/introductions-to-the-urantia-book
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/teachings-of-jesus
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/teachings-of-jesus
https://urantia-association.org/category/history/the-urantia-book-history
https://urantia-association.org/category/history/the-urantia-book-history


The ArenA

Summer 2017-18 page 17

~ A N Z U R A  F A C E B O O K ~

Facebook allows us to share with others what you 
desire to share, ask public opinion, ask questions 
etc. You can share your pictures, videos and what 

you have been up to with your facebook friends. You can 
control how much information you want to share with 
whom and similarly, other people share their information 
with you.
ANZURA facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
groups/415732735156958/ is a new and effective way of 
collaborating in discussions and this one is specific to 
readers in our region, one of hundreds of Urantia-based 
facebook groups already in place... ANZURA does not 
necessarily support the opinions expressed on Facebook.  n

ANZURA Conference—Qld 2018

Alexandra Park 
Conference Centre

Mari Street
Alexandra Headland, 
QLD 4572

5 to 8 Oct

[Paper 101:2.2, page 1106:1]

https://www.facebook.com/groups/415732735156958/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/415732735156958/
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THE “UB ENDEAVOUR”

T he UB Endeavour is a fundraising initiative for the 
purpose of raising funds for ANZURA. We ask if 
you would consider making a contribution to help 

us spread The Urantia Book and its teachings throughout 
Australia and New Zealand. 

ANZURA has adopted much of the work of the former 
Australian office of Urantia Foundation which closed in 
2012. It holds a small inventory of Urantia Books and other 
Urantia associated material such as study aids and second-
ary works that are available to readers for dissemination 
projects. As ANZURA’s main objective is to foster the in-depth 
study of The Urantia Book and to disseminate its teachings 
there is continually work to be done in an effort to fulfill 
this mission. 

ANZURA provides a reader referral service that helps 
readers find other readers and study groups in their towns 
or regions. Volunteer staff respond to enquiries about The 
Urantia Book and associated reader activities that come to 
us via the internet and telephone. We maintain a website 
that services readers and curious truth seekers alike with 
information, study aids, secondary works, and the entire 
text of The Urantia Book online with an efficient search 
engine. Each year ANZURA sponsors and organises two 
major study events: the National Study Day and the annual 
Urantia Book Readers’ Conference. We sponsor a gift book 
program where books are donated to libraries and relevant 
learning centres as well as study groups and individuals who 
wish to assist in this seeding program. A four-part introduc-

tory DVD is being developed as a study aid which will be a 
useful tool to use when introducing people to The Urantia 
Book. And of course, none of this can happen without an 
administration centre that requires basic office equipment 
such as computers, printers, a telephone line and stationary. 

All of the above require funds. Would you please consider 
helping us by making a contribution? For the average 
income earner we recommend regular small donations such 
as a dollar a day (or $30 per month) automatically debited 
from bank accounts. 

If you decide to assist us with the promotion and dissemina-
tion of The Urantia Book by contributing to the UB Endeav-
our, please either fill out the tear-off contribution form 
below and return it with your contribution to:

ANZURA
PO Box 1581
Warriewood, NSW 2102

Or alternatively you may direct debit into ANZURA’s bank 
account:
Account Name: ANZURA
BSB: 082-183 
Account Number: 67 899 2437 

Please consider a perpetual monthly or quarterly donation. 

For enquiries phone 0481 508 782 or  
email: anzura@urantia-anzura.org n

PLEDGE / GIFT CARD

My gift to the UB-Endeavour is enclosed. $

I pledge to the UB-Endeavour

I authorise a contribution of $

Perpetual gift arrangement

Please deduct $ from my credit card until further notice

Monthly Bi-monthly Quarterly Bi-annually Annually

ANZURA—The Australian & New Zealand
Urantia Association, National Association of
International URANTIA Association (IUA)

P.O. Box 609, Narrabeen, NSW 2101 Australia
Ph: 02 9970 6200  Fax: 02 9970 6201
anzura@urantia.org.au
14 Aspiring Ave, Manukau Heights, Auckland
New Zealand, Ph/Fax: 09 263 5800
joemarion@xtra.co.nz
® Registered Mark of URANTIA Foundation. Used pursuant to license.

U
B

. ENDEAVO

U
R

journey to
 regional

 autonomy

Charge my: Mastercard Visa card Bank card

Card number

Expiry

Signature

Please make cheques payable to
“ANZURA–UB Endeavour”

For Office Use Only:

Name Miss / Ms / Mrs / Mr / Dr

Address

etatSytiC Postcode

enohP ssenisuBenohP emoH

liamErebmun xaF

Signature Date

Please fill out both sides of this card.

ANZURA—The Australian & New Zealand
Urantia Association, National Association of
International URANTIA Association (IUA)

P.O. Box 609, Narrabeen, NSW 2101 Australia
Ph: 02 9970 6200  
anzura@urantia-anzura.org
14 Aspiring Ave, Manukau Heights, Auckland
New Zealand, Ph/Fax: 09 263 5800
joemarion@xtra.co.nz
® Registered Mark of URANTIA Foundation. Used pursuant to license.

U
B

. ENDEAVO

U
R

journey to
regional

autonomy

ANZURA—The Australian & New Zealand 
Urantia Association, National Association of 
URANTIA Association International (UAI) 

P.O. Box 609, Narrabeen, NSW 2101 Australia 
Ph: 02 9970 6200 
anzura@urantia-anzura.org 
14 Aspiring Ave, Manukau Heights, Auckland
New Zealand, Ph/Fax: 09 263 5800
joemarion@xtra.co.nz
® Registered Mark of URANTIA Foundation. Used pursuant to license.    
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ANZURA—The Australian & New Zealand 
Urantia Association, National Association of 
URANTIA Association International (UAI) 

PO Box 1581, Warriewood, NSW 2102 Australia 
Ph: 0481 508 782

anzura@urantia-anzura.org 

14 Aspiring Ave, Manukau Heights, Auckland
New Zealand, Ph/Fax: 09 263 5800

joemarion@xtra.co.nz

® Registered Mark of URANTIA Foundation. 
Used pursuant to license. 

mailto:anzura%40urantia-anzura.org?subject=ANZURA
mailto:joemarion%40xtra.co.nz?subject=Urantia%20NZ
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Urantia Book Online
Here is a stand-alone, fully searcheable Urantia Book website available for all.

URANTIA BOOK ONLINE website http://ubook4u.com/ is very fast, supports full screen monitors and has an excellent 
search engine, which displays the time in fractions of a second for any search. Searches can be based on instances of any 
words, phrases, or associatios of words in The Urantia Book.   n

[Paper 27:3.1, page 300:4]

http://ubook4u.com/
http://ubook4u.com/
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The affectionate dedication of the
human will to the doing of the Father’s
will is man’s choicest gift to God…

(22:05)

January 1
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Contacts in
Australia and New Zealand

If you would like to be listed as a contact person, 
advise about your study Group or if your details have 

changed — please contact ANZURA.

ACT
William Wentworth
Holder
Canberra, ACT 2611
0450 035 866
wentworth@grapevine.com.au

Nigel Nunn
Bruce
Canberra, ACT 2617
0418 900 216
nnnunnn@gmail.com

Verner Verass
Duffy
Canberra, ACT 2611
0408 851 827
vern@designd.com.au

NSW
Trevor & Kathleen Swadling
Mona Vale 2103
Sydney, NSW
0417 706 692
swadling@bigpond.net.au

Pam & Dave Bradford
Towamba 2550
Southern NSW
02 6496 7186
lepney@skymesh.com.au

Rita Schaad
New Lambton 2305
Newcastle, NSW
02 4956 2272
maritah1@optusnet.com.au

Merindi & Bernie Belarski
Figtree
Wollongong, NSW 2525
02 4227 2859
belarski@bigpond.com

QLD
Graeme Chapman 
East Brisbane QLD 4169
07 3391 2052 
graemechapman@archart.com.au

SA
Stephen Carthew
Marino, SA 5049
0411 518 464
scarthew47@gmail.com

TAS
Julian McGarry
Hobart, TAS 7000
03 6295 0813
julianmcgarry@gmail.com

VIC
Regina Williamson
Boronia 3155
Melbourne VIC
0424 591 852
reginaeve@gmail.com
Bevan-Rhys James
Heidelberg 3084
Melbourne VIC
03 9458 3711
bevan@brjames.com.au

WA
Peter Webb
Butler, WA 6036
0420 360 697
webbph@bigpond.com

NZ
Marion Steward
Manukau City, Auckland, NZ
09 263 5800
joemarion@xtra.co.nz
Neville Twist
Epsom, Auckland, NZ
09 630 1415
mainrl@clear.net.nz
Colin Hemmingsen
Wellington, NZ
04 567 4868
colinhemmingsen@xtra.co.nz
Matty Hall
Masterton, NZ
(06) 377 3469 or 027 550 7055
mikesbruv@gmail.com

PO Box 1581, Warriewood, NSW 2102, Australia

 Email: anzura@urantia-anzura.org
 Web: www.urantia-anzura.org 
 Phone: 0481 508 782

 The Arena is a quarterly publication
dedicated to the promotion of goodwill  
and understanding among readers of 

~ The Urantia Book ~

Editorial contributions are welcome. Subscription rates: 
Australia/New Zealand—$A10 per year. Other countries—$A15 per year. 
Please remit in Australian currency, cheques made payable to ANZURA. 
Interpretations and opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent those of ANZURA, The Arena, or Urantia Foundation. All 
quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are from The Urantia Book © 1955 and 
used by permission.

Contact ANZURA
ANZURA   PO Box 1581 
Warriewood, NSW 2102
Phone: 0481 508 782
Email: anzura@urantia-anzura.org 

Visit our website https://anzura.urantia-association.org
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