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President’s Report

The International Study Day 
was held in May and there 
was a notable discussion gen-

erated. The Paper chosen was paper 
36—The Life Carriers—and reports 
are published in this edition. There 
was extensive commentary from two 
American readers, Bonita Shapiro 

and Bradly Tharp, which took place on Urantia Associa-
tion International’s (UAI) forum, and that has also been 
included. This is an extended in-depth discussion and is 
well worth following by interested readers. And of course 
the Australian and New Zealand groups who took part are 
also included.

By now everyone would know that this year’s annual 
conference is at the Sunshine Coast: Alexandra Headland 
near Mooloolaba, on 5th to 8th October. Hosted by the 
Brisbane Study Group, it embraces a theme melding 
science with the philosophy behind it and should encour-
age some interesting discussion. And there is always the 
opportunity to catch up with old friends and meet some 
new ones. It’s a great venue, and a good chance to visit 
sunny Queensland. The brochure is included in this issue 
for anyone who is still to decide.

The project undertaken by Dylan Roberts of the Canberra 
Study Group received 21 submissions and analysis has 
begun so that a report will be ready for the annual confer-

ence. Submissions vary a lot, indicating the differences in 
approach taken by various students of The Urantia Book. 
Whether statistically significant results can be obtained 
from so small a sample remains to be seen, but it looks like 
an interesting exercise, and one which may be worthwhile 
repeating every few years.

Canberra had a great study group on the 10th July as two 
members of the Sydney study group joined us to read paper 
107—Origin and Nature of Thought Adjusters. We have 
made it a habit over the last few years of exchanging 
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visits with the Sydney group and it really adds to the 
study to have the extra points of view in the discussion. 
It’s something I’d like to encourage other study groups 
to experiment with. The Canberra group will certainly 
return the favour.

Readers will have noticed the sudden major changes 
in the International scene in the last few months. The 
emerging pattern does seem to be very unstable and God-
knowing mortals will reap the benefit of a firm spiritual 

anchor. Times are always uncertain, but these particular 
times do seem doubly so. Seeking first the kingdom of 
heaven remains the best approach to life.

This will be my last President’s report as my term as presi-
dent expires at the AGM. My best wishes go to the next 
president, and my thanks to the Committee and particu-
larly to the Administrative Officer and her assistant.

William Wentworth, President, ANZURA  n 

from the President cont.
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By Graeme Chapman, Brisbane

At the time of writing, about 
half of the presentations for 
this year’s upcoming confer-

ence (that’s being held at Alexandra 
Headland on the Queensland’s Sun-
shine Coast 5-9 October) continue 

to develop in keeping with the stated theme, “On the 
Cosmic Background” and the ever-topical question by 
Albert Einstein, “Does God play dice with the Universe?” 
raised in response to scientific developments that were 
playing out even as The Urantia Book was coming together. 
Remarkably, the prevalent materialism of contemporary 
science was dissipating just as The Urantia Book was urging 
that it should. What follows is a preview of where such 
lines of thought might take us during the conference.

The very general idea that there are unseen background 
processes operating in the universe is so fundamental that 
it is practically a background process to thought itself, 
implicit in all religion and God concepts from their most 
primitive superstitious or “ghost-fear” origins. Indeed it is 
only in the last few centuries that a few philosophies and 
sciences managed to distance themselves and to defend a 
materialistic position whereby reality is held to be no more 
than what is visible or at least measurable.

There is no doubt that science flourished in that well-
defined, hard, material reality. But a more mature under-
standing has developed and in the language of modern 
science it is allowed that the denial of anything beyond or 
below ordinary reality imposes an unnecessary constraint 
that was never certain anyway. Put bluntly we don’t mind 
if other “things” are going on so long as they stay insignifi-
cant compared to the precision of our experiments.

Science was able to take a holiday of sorts from deeper 
concerns but that relaxing time couldn’t last. For one 
thing, when astronomy began to count stars by the billion 
and distances by the light-year the goose-bumps and that 
niggling ghost-fear feeling returned. For another, some ex-

periments became so subtle that “things” from the cosmic 
background were being picked up, too significant to ignore 
and far too interesting.

On one level, the engineering level, such subtle, so-called 
quantum phenomena are now understood very well, and 
they serve us routinely in every solid-state electronic device. 
On another level, more to do with mind than nature, we 
continue to wonder at how a measurable particle in one 
state of being can jump into another state of being without 
revealing any clue as to what happens in between, as if 
tantalizingly just outside our reality.

If God is hiding, then here is where he might be. If God 
is interacting directly with the material world then here 
is how he might be doing it. If there is free will then the 
apparent randomness of quantum phenomena is what it 
might look like. If mind has a role in evolution then here 
is where ordinary, accidental-looking randomness can 
transition into purpose.

The human mind evidently delights in perceiving both the 
strangeness of this inner universe and the vastness of the 
outer universe, an observation both obvious and packed 
with meaning such that Roger Penrose even used the 
phrase, “The Large, the Small and the Human Mind” as a 
book title.

Perhaps our understanding will make a quantum jump to 
an inclusive state encompassing physical knowledge and a 
wealth of other possibilities including God and omnipres-
ence and free will and randomness and purpose. This is a 
state encouraged by study of The Urantia Book and I hope 
our conference will take us there in some measure also.. 

For information and registration visit the website at https://
anzura.urantia-association.org/annual-conference  n

Queensland Conference Theme Update

On the Cosmic 
Background

”God 
Does Not 
Play Dice”

God is not a cosmic accident; neither is he a 
universe experimenter… the Universal Father 
sees the end from the beginning, and his divine 
plan and eternal purpose actually embrace and 
comprehend all the experiments and all the 
adventures of all his subordinates… [Paper 2:1.4, page 34:3] 

 https://anzura.urantia-association.org/annual-conference
 https://anzura.urantia-association.org/annual-conference
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ANZURA Conference Cost

Full conference $400 — includes 3 nights of twin-share accommodation with en-suite bathroom, bed linen and 
all meals from Friday night dinner to Mon breakfast. (If you do not wish to share a room please indicate on the 
registration form. Additional charges will apply.). 

Daily Rate $80 — includes both lunch and dinner.  •   Daily Rate $50 — includes lunch only.     n

~ INTERNATIONAL STUDY DAY ~ PROMOTING REGIONAL GATHERINGS~

Total Fees 

 ($Aus)

 ($Aus)

Full Conference Day Rates Special dietary 
Requirements
please specify

Conference 
Fees

Paying by (please tick) Credit Card Cheque

I hereby authorise you to charge my:

Mastercard Visa

Credit Card
Number

Expiry Date

Signature

Name on Card

Please detach and return the completed registration form.  Thanks and see you there!✁

Names of 
people attending

Contact address

Postcode

Electronic Bank Transfer:
Account Name: ANZURA

BSB: 082 146
Account Number: 678 992 437

Phone

email

Payment can be made by 
cheque, credit card or EFT. 
Please make cheques 
payable to ANZURA. 
(Cheques from overseas to Australia
must be bank cheques in Australian dollars)

Please complete and return by 10 August 2018 to:   ANZURA, PO Box 1581, WARRIEWOOD, NSW 2102, AUSTRALIA

Conference 2018—Registration Form

When ANZURA arranges an International 
Study Day, the intent and hope is to provide 
an opportunity for readers to participate in a 

specially formed study group in their regional area. The 
value of meeting with other readers is not to be under-
estimated—after all, our personal growth and religious 
experiences are best fostered while we are relating—
inter-acting—with other personalities—other people! 

In this way ANZURA attempts to foster a sense of belong-
ing and cohesion amongst Urantia Book readers across 
the vast oceans! Very importantly, such events can also 
encourage leadership and outreach as practical involve-
ment in study groups can strengthen our resolve and dedi-
cation to fulfil the mandate of disseminating the Urantia 
revelation with a personal approach. 

Groups met around the world over the weekend of 19th 
May to study Paper 36: The Life Carriers. The following 
articles contain some reflections from some who met:

Canberra Study Day Reflections 2018
William Wentworth

Two members of the Canberra Study Group met 
on the afternoon of Saturday, 19th May to read 
and consider Paper 36—The Life Carriers.

We took note of the fact that the superuniverse is in-
volved in the creation of Life Carriers, because only the 
Ancients of Days of Orvonton can extinguish life created 

in Nebadon by Michael and his consort. But everything 
else about Life Carriers is decided from within Nebadon. 
Though not a fully self-governing order, they are substan-
tially so with the concurrence of Gabriel of Salvington 
and the Father Melchizedek.

We also noted that the three different forms of life—ex-
plained in [Paper 49:5.10, page 565.11]—the Normal Group, 
the Radical Adjustment Group and the Experimental 
Group—inhabit correspondingly different planets. Uran-
tia of course belongs to the experimental group. 

The description of the Life Carrier worlds in the Salv-
ington circuits, and the description of life implantation 
on material worlds seemed very straightforward to us 
although we spent some time discussing the vital spark 
originating in the Divine Minister of Nebadon and its 
bestowal through the catalytic presence of the Life Carri-
ers. And we noted that this phenomenon is still a mystery 
to the Vorondadek author of the paper.

It is the nature and function of the adjutant mind spirits 
which took up much of our discussion. We noted their 
connection with the Life Carriers and the fact that their 
“central emplacement” is situated on the Life Carriers’ 
planet in Salvington. As the foundation of animal, and 
thus human mind, the adjutants are themselves evolu-
tionary as they learn to make contact with evolving mind, 
and as they are a derivative of the Divine Minister who is 
herself evolving.

We were interested in the characterisation of life as both 
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spark of life and bestows the endowment of mind. Even the 
living forms of experimental life which the Life Carriers 
organize on their Salvington worlds are always devoid of 
reproductive powers. When the life formulas and the vital 
patterns are correctly assembled and properly organized, the 
presence of a Life Carrier is sufficient to initiate life, but all 
such living organisms are lacking in two essential attributes—
mind endowment and reproductive powers. Animal mind and 
human mind are gifts of the local universe Mother Spirit, 
functioning through the seven adjutant mind-spirits, while 
creature ability to reproduce is the specific and personal 
impartation of the Universe Spirit to the ancestral life plasm 
inaugurated by the Life Carriers. [Paper 36:6,3 page 404.1]

Sydney Study Day Reflections 2018
Kathleen Swadling

We had a wonderful turn out for this year’s Study 
Day in Sydney. Apart from many of our regular 
study group members who attend the monthly 

meetings in Mona Vale, others travelled from Newcastle, 
the Central Coast and Western Sydney to join us for a 
day of study and socialising. In addition, we were thrilled 
to see two long-time friends who used to attend the study 
group but due to work and study commitments, have 
been unable to attend for many years. Hopefully we’ll be 
seeing more of them in the future. 

The discussion on the Life Carriers paper was lively, 
thoughtful and stimulating. The emphasised phrases and 
sentences in the following two paragraphs captured the 
essence of our discussions. 

The vital spark — the mystery of life — is bestowed through 
the Life Carriers, not by them. They do indeed supervise 
such transactions, they formulate the life plasm itself, but 
it is the Universe Mother Spirit who supplies 
the essential factor of the living plasm. From the 
Creative Daughter of the Infinite Spirit comes that 
energy spark which enlivens the body and presages 
the mind. [Paper 36:3.4, page 399.6 emphasis added] 

vitalistic and mechanistic, and spent some time discussing 
(and failing to agree!) on the meaning of the sentence: 
“Pattern is also nonresponsive to gravity, being a configu-
ration of energies that have already fulfilled all gravity-
responsive obligations.”

An enjoyable and informative study.

Jocelyn Goson

My own understanding on section 6 of the Life 
Carriers Paper is, that when a Cosmic pattern 
has been firmly established in the evolution of 

the Cosmos, which comprises the material, the mindal 
and the spiritual, a cosmic habit or groove—a direction 
for life to move into—has been firmly established and 
it is no longer an emergent pattern. I understand it to 
be no longer responsive to gravity as The Urantia Book so 
states, meaning that the material, mindal and spiritual 
are our own foundations on which evolution takes 
place.

The Cosmic habit has already been segregated and there-
fore the pattern is no longer responsive to gravity, being 
a configuration of energies that have already fulfilled all 
gravity-responsive obligations.

We speak of life as “energy” and as “force,” but it is really 
neither. Force-energy is variously gravity responsive; life is not. 
Pattern is also nonresponsive to gravity, being a configuration 
of energies that have already fulfilled all gravity-responsive 
obligations. Life, as such, constitutes the animation of some 
pattern-configured or otherwise segregated system of energy—
material, mindal, or spiritual. [Paper 36:6,6, page 404.4]

The Urantia Book further says that the Life Carriers can 
construct the form of life, but it is the Spirit of God who 
really contributes the vital spark. Life as such, constitutes 
the animation of some pattern, configured or otherwise 
segregated system of energy—material, mindal or spiritual.

Life Carriers can organize the material forms, or physical 
patterns, of living beings, but the Spirit provides the initial 
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Things material may enjoy an independent existence, but 
life springs only from life. Mind can be derived only 
from pre-existent mind. Spirit takes origin only from 
spirit ancestors. The creature may produce the forms of 
life, but only a creator personality or a creative force 
can supply the activating living spark. [Paper 36:6.2, page 

403.7] emphasis added

In my opinion, these facts should extinguish any debate 
about whether the creator of all things and beings in the 
universe is a personality or not. “Nothing comes from 
nothing…” 

These pictures below tell the story of our day:

Inter/National Study Day at Urantia Associa-
tion’s Forum: 19 May 2018
https://urantia-association.org/forums/topic/2018-internation-
al-study-day/

An Extract 

Hosts: Bonita Shapiro and Bradly Tharp

Welcome to the annual International Study Day 
sponsored by ANZURA, The Australia and 
New Zealand Urantia Association. As previ-

ously announced, we will be studying Paper 36, The Life 
Carriers, which will be posted in six instalments over 

the course of the weekend. The first will be posted later 
today because it is already tomorrow Down Under.   

This year Bradly and I have been asked to host the event 
and we are both absolutely thrilled for the opportunity to 
learn more about this unique, and as the author describes 
them, “peculiar group of universe Sons”. Paper 36 is not 
only a rich source of information about Life Carriers but 
also an introduction to the adjutant mind spirits and 
midsonite creatures. Papers 17, 34 and 65 are additional 
treasure troves of information for anyone desiring to 
expand their study.

It is our hope that after reading each section you might 
take a moment to join us and share your reflections, 
thoughts, ideas and observations. Feel free to enrich the 
discussion with information from the entire book as well 
as from your own research. We sincerely hope you enjoy 
this exploration into the revelation of the Life Carriers 
provided for us by a Vorondadek Son, and we very much 
look forward to hearing from you. 

Bonita wrote:

3. Life Transplantation – (Read section 3 on page 399)

Commentary:

Besides being a decimal, or experimental planet with a 
different life formula, Urantia also differs in that the Life 
Carriers did not actually carry life here. They brought the 
original design then assembled life patterns according 
to that formula from the existing organic material and 
energy on the planet.

It is interesting that it’s not the organic chemicals and 
substrates which are catalysed into life, but the actual life 
patterns themselves after they’ve been formulated, which 
explains why scientists will never be able to generate life 
from lifeless organic material no matter how much they 
manipulate it. But what is the spark of life? It is described 
in 36:3.4 as an energy spark, but what kind of energy? 
Life energy? Is Life energy different from other types of 
energy? How are ‘life spark’, ‘breath of life’, ‘life plasm’ 
and ‘germ plasm’ related, or are they all the same thing?

I’ve always wondered where the life comes from when we 
plant seeds. Seeds must contain some form of dormant 
life in addition to their DNA life patterns, which I guess 
is one reason why very old seeds generally won’t germi-
nate. Life springs only from life [Paper 36:6.2]. The DNA 
might be present, but life may or may not be present. 
Did anyone read the story about the 2000 year old seeds 
found in the Masada Fortress? One of them did germi-
nate into a date palm. I don’t know how the plant faired 
but previously a 1300 year old Chinese lotus seed was also 
germinated but proved to have serious genetic abnormali-
ties, which I guess means that even though it’s life force 
was intact, all it’s DNA life patterns were not. Given that, 
I can certainly understand people who only want to eat 
living things, but I sincerely doubt the life force itself is 
actually consumable, maybe not even in the “tree of life”. 
The tree of life had antidotal life currents in its fruit [Paper 
66:4.13], but is that life, energy, or some other thing? The 
use of the word antidotal makes you wonder what toxin 
it’s counteracting, or maybe I’m reading too much into it?

The actual life force in this universe can only come from 
the Creative Spirit which then goes through the Life 

https://urantia-association.org/forums/topic/2018-international-study-day/
https://urantia-association.org/forums/topic/2018-international-study-day/
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Carriers who catalyse the otherwise inert elements of the 
life patterns. This vital spark of life is said to enliven the 
physical body and presage the mind. I’m not sure of the 
meaning of the word presage in this context, but I think 
it means to signal the mind to activate life. Life animates 
and mind activates. But what about this directionizing 
of evolution? The Life Carriers directionalize biological 
evolution but elsewhere we’re told that the adjutants are 
not concerned with physical or biological evolution [Paper 

65:7.2], so it must be that mind evolution is the domain of 
the adjutants, and in turn, mind evolution has an effect 
on physical evolution.

In section 3 paragraph 6, we read: The Life Carriers of a 
planetary corps are given a certain period in which to establish 
life on a new world, approximately one-half million years of the 
time of that planet. At the termination of this period, indicated 
by certain developmental attainments of the planetary life, they 
cease implantation efforts, and they may not subsequently add 
anything new or supplemental to the life of that planet. [Paper 

36:3.6, page 400.1]

I was curious about how much time it took until the ap-
pearance of humans so I looked up the timeline:

• 900,000,000 BC- scouting party sent to ascertain 
Urantia as a life experiment plant [Paper 57:8.7]

• 600,000,000 BC Life Carriers commissioned to 
Urantia [Paper 58:1.1]

• 550,000,000 BC Life implantation occurred in three 
places [Paper 58:4.2]

• 1,000,000 BC Mesopotamian dawn mammals appear 
[Paper 62:2.1]

• 991,485 BC Humans appear [Paper 62:5.1]

It took about 549,000,000 years for evolution to produce 
a human with free will.

Once human will appears, the will of the Life Carriers to 
manipulate the life environment can no longer function. 
I guess human will is left to determine the direction of 
further evolution on the planet, but I don’t think it’s 
biological evolution so much as mental and spiritual 
evolution. Mind over matter; spirit over mind.

I am grateful that some Life Carriers volunteered to stay 
on our planet after humans appeared. I wonder why they 
stayed. Did they somehow know that things would even-
tually go awry? Or did they think their life patterns were 
especially delicate, or were they simply curious about how 
their experimental life forms would fare? I guess we will 
have to wait to find out.

Associated quotes

These antidotal complements of the Satania life currents were 
derived from the fruit of the tree of life, a shrub of Edentia 
which was sent to Urantia by the Most Highs of Norlatiadek 
at the time of Caligastia’s arrival. In the days of Dalamatia 
this tree grew in the central courtyard of the temple of the 
unseen Father, and it was the fruit of the tree of life that 
enabled the material and otherwise mortal beings of the 
Prince’s staff to live on indefinitely as long as they had access 
to it. [Paper 66:4.13, page 745.3]

On an evolutionary world much, very much, depends on the 
work of these seven adjutants. But they are mind ministers; 
they are not concerned in physical evolution, the domain of 

the Life Carriers. [Paper 65:7.2, page 738.5]

Bradley wrote:

I have been studying the roles of the Life Carriers beyond 
evolutionary material life forms and those appear very 
limited. I think the Life Carriers are engaged with and 
vital to only the temporal life forms of materialism—those 
systems that are bio/chemical life expressions. They do 
not seem to be involved with the morontial materialism 
or life forms. They work with the origins, evolutionary 
development, and ultimate achievement of material life 
forms culminating in the human body and mind of self 
awareness and volition engaged by all 7 adjutants. The 
LC’s deliver the seeds of eternal potential by each such 
being born by their evolutionary process and nurturing 
ministry.

But I did confirm that the Life Carriers are involved in 
certain semi- or non-material transformative events—the 
resurrection of mortals on the Mansion Worlds (but 
NOT the 570 form transitions thereafter for each of us); 
the materialization of the Prince’s staff, the Material Sons 
and Daughters, any Teacher/Magisterial/Creator/Melchi-
zadek Sons on evolutionary spheres; the dematerialization 
of the same beings; the rematerializations of the same 
beings; the creation/birth of Midwayers; and the humani-
zation of the Midwayers, Guardian Angels, Material Sons 
and Daughters and their progeny. So far in my studies it 
appears the Life Carriers are only involved in material, 
evolutionary life forms AND the interface between the 
morontial life and the material, evolutionary life. The 
“humanization” of celestials remains significantly unre-
vealed in its details in The Urantia Book but is fascinating 
in its implications!

The work and ministry of the Life Carriers (and the Adju-
tant circuit and collaboration) is the creation of a unique 
and fully integrated system on each of 7 trillion worlds. 
Given the huge number of variables these chemists and 
bio engineers and artists have to work with and choose 
from in their toolkits and palettes and bag-of-tricks and 
magic powers, when these are combined with the ever-
growing skill and experience acquired over the creation of 
all the inhabited material worlds in each Local Universe 
(and whatever those corps might share with others in the 
Super Universes of time—if any), it’s no wonder that every 
world is a unique expression of creationism; unique in its 
physical formations (if not in the basic forces and materi-
als of that formation—still is every recipe and outcome in-
dividually unique compared to all others) and also unique 
in initial implantations and in evolutionary development. 
Much of the outcomes upon each world depends on 
who/what jumped where when and how quickly… and 
who/what did not… not to mention asteroids!! There is 
an excruciating amount of serendipity and its opposite in 
the outcomes of the Life Carriers work.

Imagine!! To work and plan and hope for 500,000 years 
and all for naught… a complete fizzle and failure!! Or to 
work for many millions of years only to be setback and 
have to reboot or await progress from another direction 
altogether for a few million more. So many unpredict-
able, unexpected, fortuitous and calamitous intersections 
of achievement and defeat!! Uncertainty indeed! And 
WE think life is uncertain… Hahaha! My wife and I 
have worked with our family’s genealogy enough to have 
discovered dozens of stories in multiple family blood lines 
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of bare survival of some ancestor, closer than a whisker 
or razor’s edge. Anyone of those which might have failed 
would result in me not being here and/or not being me. 
And so many tree branches ended so abruptly to inter-
rupt all potential by that failure to survive (mortally and 
genetically speaking).

I know the Thought Adjusters have an uncertain and 
frustrating experience in their ministry… but really, noth-
ing compared to the Life Carriers. How they must watch 
and hope and anticipate and feel exhilaration and the 
deflation of frustration. And yet, like all great scientists 
and inventors, they persist, ever seeking that tweak 
and adjustment which might sustain and evolve to the 
next level of success in the chain of life they create, link 
together, and build into the culminating life form known 
as US—the dual natured mortals, the children of time. 
Consider how long that chain of life is on each of the 7 
trillion inhabited worlds! Consider the experience of the 
Life Carriers who tarried and worked on this world for 
600,000,000 years! And here? After the success of the Life 
Carriers comes rebellion and the Adamic default… are 
you kidding me??!!

Consider the love and affection and tender regard the 
Life Carriers have for each menagerie of their creation! 
Each a gem and treasure of a collection of unique and 
glorious life forms and integrated ecologies which are 
entirely co-dependent in a self perpetuating system of 
life that is also a singular organism!! Wondrous!! What 
an achievement!! What a glorious expression of God’s 
greatness and goodness delivered by the Life Carriers as 
beautiful gifts of wonderment and the very source of the 
mortal ascenders and Spiritualized and Spiritized children 
of time who can transcend this physical and evolution-
ary origin to become the Finaliters of the Eternal Future 
and the Corps of Adventure in the next phase of God’s 
expressionism of his love!

Perhaps no other being has such an investment and 
vested interest in the outcome of a world and the care 
and nurturing of a world than the Life Carriers do?! For 
who has given more to our origin and progress—and to 
our potential as a world—than have they?

Thank you Bonita… it will take a long while yet to con-
sider all your observations and questions and reflect upon 
these marvellous beings who serve God’s purpose, power, 
and plans so magnificently!! And to think we will partner 
with them in time to come for other adventures in the 
expression of creationism!! So inspiring  :-)

Nigel Nunn wrote:

Bonita and Bradley, thanks for getting us off to such a 
great start!

The first thing that jumped out at me was the fact that 
both the Architects of Being and the Ancients of Days 
have intimate connections not only with what the Life 
Carriers are, but also with what Life Carriers do. This was 
a timely reminder of just how unimaginably wonderful is 
the creation of human life. Then again, we should not be 
surprised, because Michael himself refers to this making 
of man “in their divine image” as what he was sent into 
space to do:

And then, when such a universe has been so completely 

organized and so repletely manned, does the Creator Son 
enter into the Father’s proposal to create mortal man in their 
divine image. [Paper 32:2.8, page 359.5]

Also interesting is the fact that Life Carriers, like the 
Lanonandeks, have to be “graded” by their Melchizedek 
teachers. This highlights a characteristic Life Carriers 
share with Lanonandeks—their ability to work at the 
very coal face in this outlandish project—of personalizing 
Adjusters by the human technique.

Regarding your question about expanding “factualization” 
(vs. actualization), by using the Latin root concept for 
“make” {facio, facare, feci, factum}, the author emphasizes 
the concept of “making” (vs. eventuation); which adds a 
connection to the idea of perfection (as in “be you therefor 
perfect”), since perfect (or per-fect) literally means “thor-
oughly made”. And nothing will be more thoroughly 
made (“per-fected”) than the Supreme Being!

Also, I noticed for the first time that reference to “other 
adjutant functionings”:

The seven adjutant spirits are more circuitlike than entitylike, 
and on ordinary worlds they are encircuited with other 
adjutant functionings throughout the local universe. On 
life-experiment planets, however, they are relatively isolated. 
[Paper 65:7.3, page 738.6]

Regarding those midsoniters needing “a spirit nucleus for 
immortality”, your reference to “three primal and essentially 
different life plans” [Paper 36:2.11] got me wondering if these 
might imply some connection with different types of per-
sonality. Since Third Source personality seems somehow 
different to First Source personality, maybe these two 
types are accommodated by 2 of those 3 “life plans”? As 
for the 3rd, that bit about the “transcendental and eternal 
spirit of absonity by God the Ultimate” being bestowed on 
Midsoniters made me “pause to consider…” !

“[…], we do know that every local universe in Orvonton 
harbors such an accumulating corps of these mysterious 
beings. It is the belief of the Melchizedek life carriers that 
their midsonite children will some day be endowed with the 
transcendental and eternal spirit of absonity by God the 
Ultimate. [Paper 36:4.8, page 401.4]

With regard to mind “directionizing the course of biologic evo-
lution”, since the Life Carriers literally target the adjutant 
circuits as they adjust (“directionize”?) the evolution of 
their implants, such purposeful steering could be part of 
what the author had in mind?

      *     *     *

During the weeks following this weekend of study, the 
discussion went deep and long. In particular, Bonita and 
Nigel explored the fascinating relationship between Life 
Carriers and the Seven Adjutant Mind Spirits. For those 
interested in the details and speculations, please do go to 
Urantia Association’s forum and check out what these 
feisty minds came up with. A good place to start is on 
page 3:

https://urantia-association.org/forums/topic/2018-internation-
al-study-day/page/3/ 

The ANZURA team.           n

https://urantia-association.org/forums/topic/2018-international-study-day/page/3/ 
https://urantia-association.org/forums/topic/2018-international-study-day/page/3/ 
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Book Products

We are pleased to announce that a new shipment of 40 hard copy Urantia Books have arrived at the 
ANZURA office in Sydney. These books may be purchased for $35 + shipping.

Ever since the Australian Urantia Foundation office closed in 2012, we have compensated the loss of a 
permanent book supply by arranging with the book distributor—who now services our region of the world—to supply us 
with books and other Foundation products at the 40% discount given to regular book sellers. We also have a collection of 
secondary works and study aids available.

These products may be ordered from our office. See the full collection of products and their costs in the following order 
form.   n 

~ ANZURA Products & Order Form ~

The Urantia Book: Quantity Cost

Large Hard Cover Study Edition $50.00

....................... .......................

Hard cover—small $35.00

....................... .......................

Soft Cover (printed in India) $10.00

....................... .......................

Study Aids and Derivative Works:

Tales of Joshua $25.00

....................... .......................

A Study of the Master Universe $30.00

....................... .......................

Appendices to a Study of the Master Universe $20.00

....................... .......................

Thought Gems $15.00

....................... .......................

Resurrection Hall—Rick Warren $15.00

....................... .......................

Living in Truth, Beauty & Goodness—Jeffrey Wattles $25.00

....................... .......................

Parables of Jesus $25.00

....................... .......................

The Eternal Isle of Paradise—George Park $10.00

....................... .......................

Entities, Beings & Personalities in The Urantia Book $10.00

....................... .......................

Total Cost + $5.00 postage .......................
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ANZURA Products ~ Send order to:

 Name and postal address:

 ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 Phone: ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 Email: ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Methods of payment:

Credit Card:  Master Card        Visa   (please tick)

Card No ...............................................................................   ................................................................................   ...............................................................................   ...............................................................................    

Expiry Date _______/_______

Name on card .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Signature ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 Cheque  or   Money Order made out to ANZURA (Australian dollars only please)

Bank Transfer: ANZURA, BSB: 082 146, Account No.: 67 899 2437 (please put your name on transaction  
and send an email notice to: anzura@urantia-anzura.org)

Mail or Phone:    
ANZURA
P.O. Box 1581, Warriewood, NSW 2102. Ph: 0431 285 943

New Zealand Corner
Matt Hall, Masterton, New Zealand

Things keep ticking along as usual over the ditch. ~ Our online 
zoom study group has continued on Tuesday nights, with some 
interesting and rather deep subjects such as the Supreme, the 

true meaning of Omnipotence, and providence being discussed. Many 
thanks must go to Ian Chapman for consistently providing the platform for these studies.

The potential for another annual get together is also on the cards, with location to encourage attendance being the 
key issue. The ANZURA conference in early October also has people excited, with several kiwis looking to make the 
trip.

I personally continue to engage regularly with the Urantia Book community on Facebook, and was in-
credibly grateful to be able to meet and stay with a couple of Urantia Book readers in the USA during 
our holiday there, with whom I developed close friendships. I also managed to attend a study group 
in Portland, Oregon, and this was yet another opportunity to meet with fellow readers, some of which 
had been reading for many years and with close ties to the movement and its history.

Hopefully our international bonds will continue to be forged, and we can each do our best in further-
ing the Fathers kingdom here on Urantia.

Cheers from across the ditch!. Matt Hall    n

mailto:anzura%40urantia-anzura.org?subject=anzura
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Safe and True
by David Kulieke, USA 

The Fifth Epochal Revelation has 
been presented before its time. 
Even if its believers were more 

successful in finding new readers, only a 
small fraction of the world’s population 
is ready to read The Urantia Book. One 

might validly ask whether, even at the height of its influ-
ence many years from now, a large portion of humanity 
will actively read the book.

Yet epochal revelations are integral to the slow progress of 
Urantia towards light and life, especially given all of the mis-
steps this planet has taken. If The Urantia Book is to be of 
significant influence in bringing light to Urantia, both in its 
own regard and as a vehicle to revivify aspects of the Fourth 
Revelation, its followers must not only bring the book to 
those who are ready, they must find ways to convey its teach-
ings to the rest of the world.

It takes transformed individuals to transform the world. As 
The Urantia Book puts it, “The social characteristics of a true 
religion consist in the fact that it invariably seeks to convert the 
individual and to transform the world.” [Paper 160:5.5, page 1781.1]

The book also suggests that education is one key to trans-
forming those individuals. We are told, “Culture presup-
poses quality of mind; culture cannot be enhanced unless mind is 
elevated.” [Paper 50:6.4, page 578.4]

As a teacher of writing and literature, my classes and tutor-
ing have provided many opportunities to share Urantia 
Book concepts with my students. I can assign writing topics, 
especially those from literature, that create the opportuni-
ties for insight and discussion. Writing also is a vehicle 
through which to elevate critical thinking skills. Great lit-
erature abounds with themes that are taught in The Urantia 
Book from the concept of the role of affliction to growth 
through sincere decisions.

During the latter portions of my life on Urantia, I have 
become passionate about the statement in the book that 
“Education of public opinion is the only safe and true method of 
accelerating civilization…” [Paper 71.2.7, page 802.1] This is an elo-
quent expression of transforming individuals to transform 
society, and I am eager to know what I can do about it.

My experience as an educator includes three decades in the 
classroom teaching English, literature, and writing, sixteen 
summers teaching gifted high school students literary analy-
sis, and individual music lessons since I was in high school. 
Since I left the classroom, I have tutored thousands of les-
sons, I teach students from China literature and writing via 
Zoom, as well as through a class in China last August, and I 
have been active in education regarding The Urantia Book.

While I can recount many experiences of sharing ideas from 
the book within my teaching, I also seek ways to have influ-
ence in my small way on a more global level.

Spreading the Teachings Through My Students
At the core of this seminar is learning what we can from 
each other regarding principles of spreading the teachings 
of The Urantia Book without necessarily using the book. 

Being a teacher of literature, writing, and thinking has 
provided me a favorable platform.

Teaching writing is a rich resource. One approach concerns 
using the topics of assigned essays, such as: “Explain how 
education contributes to the goal of living a fully realized 
life,” or “What values must one seek to live in order to be 
human?” Many themes emerging from literature also lend 
themselves to explorations of fact, meaning, and value.

Writing is also an opportunity to teach thinking, as should 
be any class. My working, somewhat simplistic definition 
of intelligence is “the ability to perceive true relationships 
among facts, ideas, and systems of ideas.” When writing 
an essay, one must understand emphasis, distinguish-
ing among the levels of importance of thesis, paragraph 
topic, and supporting details; coherence, order and flow; 
relevance, whether items relate to a point; logic, the degree 
that an argument makes sense; and many other critical 
thinking skills. These enhanced perceptions help a student 
along the path towards truth:

There are just three elements in universal reality: fact, idea, 
and relation. The religious consciousness identifies these 
realities as science, philosophy, and truth. Philosophy would be 
inclined to view these activities as reason, wisdom, and faith—
physical reality, intellectual reality, and spiritual reality. [Paper 

196:3.2, page 2094.1]

Another area of the English class, literature, is a seemingly 
endless resource for better understanding the concepts of 
The Urantia Book. This should not surprise us, for great and 
good literature is written by some of the best observers and 
philosophers of our civilization, and they are also men and 
women who are able to illustrate the truths they have seen 
in narrative or poetic form.

“We accept irony through 

a device called metaphor. 

And through that we grow 

and become deeper human 

beings” ~ Haruki Murakami

Perhaps the most profound examples of these truths can be 
found in tragedy. Aristotle said that

“The saddest of all tragedies [is] the wasted life.” He said 
that we emerge from watching a tragedy better through 
understanding the possibilities of life and through our 
emotional experience of a catharsis.

In Shakespeare’s tragedy Macbeth, King Duncan rewards 
Macbeth for his loyalty and bravery. But shortly thereafter, 
the king names his son, not Macbeth, as his successor-to-be. 
Macbeth’s ambition causes him to contemplate removing 
the king from his path; together with his equally ambi-
tious wife, they plan to murder Duncan when he visits 
their castle. Shortly before the foul deed, Macbeth has 
second thoughts and talks himself out of the murder. In 
his soliloquy he names several reasons why he should not 
do it: Duncan is his relative, his guest, he has bestowed 
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honor and trust upon Macbeth, he is a good king, he is a 
good man, and, moreover, killing him is simply wrong. But 
Lady Macbeth enters to show her husband her contempt 
for his irresolution. He changes his mind again, and, using 
the phallic symbol of a manhood-strengthening floating 
dagger to lead him to the king, he begins a spree of carnage. 
As the play continues, Macbeth becomes figuratively more 
monstrous and less human, the theme of what makes a 
man being explored throughout the play.

Another great theme of the play is the difficulty one has 
of changing course once he has headed down a wayward 
path. The human tendency to struggle to reverse a trend or 
separate among a set of beliefs or values is called cogni-
tive dissonance, a theory of psychologist Leon Festinger. 
Macbeth states, 

“I am in blood/Stepp’d in so far that, should I wade no more,

Returning were as tedious as go o’er:” [Act III, Scene IV]

The Urantia Book deals with the same theme when the apos-
tle Peter is unable to refrain from denying Jesus:

Having taken the first step along the path of compromise and 
least resistance, there was nothing apparent to Peter but to go 
on with the course of conduct decided upon. It requires a great 
and noble character, having started out wrong, to turn about 
and go right. All too often one’s own mind tends to justify 
continuance in the path of error when once it is entered upon. 
[Paper 184:2.12, page 1981.6]

Besides demonstrating cognitive dissonance, we can also 
examine the problem of deciding to do something against 
one’s best values and the need to develop the habit of mak-
ing and following through with good decisions.

The most powerful theme emerging from Macbeth’s deci-
sions occurs as he unravels during the course of the story 
and suffers an ongoing disintegration of personality. When 
he so clearly outlines all the reasons that he should not kill 
Duncan but then does so anyway, his personality begins to 
lose its coherence: his actions, will, and soul cannot func-
tion together, his spiritual progress is reversed. The Urantia 
Book states:

A human mind, built up solely out of the consciousness of 
physical sensations, could never attain spiritual levels; this 
kind of material mind would be utterly lacking in a sense of 
moral values and would be without a guiding sense of spiritual 
dominance which is so essential to achieving harmonious 
personality unity in time, and which is inseparable from 
personality survival in eternity. [Paper 133:7.10, page 1480.2]

In class we emphasize the concept of integrity. Integrity is 
generally used to mean high values, honesty, or morality. It 
means this because it is derived from the word “integral”, 
or oneness. This oneness reflects the personality integration 
that comes when one’s will drives one’s actions in keeping 
with one’s best sense of the Father’s will. In class we discuss 
how Macbeth has suffered personality disintegration, 
another way of saying he has figuratively lost his soul. And 
such an action is in keeping with one losing the status of 
being human in a spiritual sense.

In contrast with the dark yet illuminating themes in Mac-
beth, the poem “Ulysses,” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson, shows 
a progressing soul.

Ulysses
By Alfred, Lord Tennyson

It little profits that an idle king,
By this still hearth, among these barren crags, Match’d with an aged wife, I mete 

and dole Unequal laws unto a savage race,
That hoard, and sleep, and feed, and know not me. I cannot rest from travel: I will 

drink
Life to the lees: All times I have enjoy’d Greatly, have suffer’d greatly, both with 

those That loved me, and alone, on shore, and when Thro’ scudding drifts the rainy 
Hyades

Vext the dim sea: I am become a name; For always roaming with a hungry heart 
Much have I seen and known; cities of men

And manners, climates, councils, governments, Myself not least, but honour’d of 
them all;

And drunk delight of battle with my peers, Far on the ringing plains of windy Troy.
I am a part of all that I have met;

Yet all experience is an arch wherethro’
Gleams that untravell’d world whose margin fades For ever and forever when I 

move.
How dull it is to pause, to make an end, To rust unburnish’d, not to shine in use!
As tho’ to breathe were life! Life piled on life Were all too little, and of one to me

Little remains: but every hour is saved From that eternal silence, something more, 
A bringer of new things; and vile it were

For some three suns to store and hoard myself, And this gray spirit yearning in 
desire

To follow knowledge like a sinking star, Beyond the utmost bound of 
human thought.

This is my son, mine own Telemachus, To whom I leave the sceptre and the 
isle,—

Well-loved of me, discerning to fulfil
This labour, by slow prudence to make mild A rugged people, and thro’ soft 

degrees Subdue them to the useful and the good.
Most blameless is he, centred in the sphere Of common duties, decent not to fail

In offices of tenderness, and pay
Meet adoration to my household gods, When I am gone. He works his work, I 

mine.

There lies the port; the vessel puffs her sail: There gloom the dark, broad seas. My 
mariners,

Souls that have toil’d, and wrought, and thought with me—
That ever with a frolic welcome took

The thunder and the sunshine, and opposed Free hearts, free foreheads—you 
and I are old; Old age hath yet his honour and his toil; Death closes all: but some-
thing ere the end, Some work of noble note, may yet be done, Not unbecoming 

men that strove with Gods. The lights begin to twinkle from the rocks:
The long day wanes: the slow moon climbs: the deep Moans round with many 

voices. Come, my friends, ‘T is not too late to seek a newer world.
Push off, and sitting well in order smite

The sounding furrows; for my purpose holds To sail beyond the sunset, and 
the baths

Of all the western stars, until I die.
It may be that the gulfs will wash us down: It may be we shall touch the 
Happy Isles, And see the great Achilles, whom we knew. Tho’ much is taken, 

much abides; and tho’
We are not now that strength which in old days Moved earth and heaven, that 

which we are, we are; One equal temper of heroic hearts,
Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will To strive, to seek, to find, and not 

to yield 
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This poem discusses Ulysses (Odysseus) as he approaches 
the end of his life and yearns to feel the adventure and 
purpose of his heroic youth. But he recognizes that he 
can do so in a higher reality, that he will seek “To follow 
knowledge like a sinking star,/Beyond the utmost bound of 
human thought... my purpose holds... To sail beyond the 
sunset, and... It may be we shall touch the Happy Isles [the 
after-life].” So life prefaces life, and our purposes go on. Or 
at least this is what we discuss.

Another excellent example of a piece of literature that can 
be viewed from a Urantia Book perspective is the film It’s 
a Wonderful Life. The film is a testimony that human life 
matters. There are also some wonderful Urantia themes 
early on when young George Bailey, a young man who 
wants to matter, encounters a dilemma when he sees the 
pharmacist for whom he is delivery boy, Mr. Gower, mix 
up aspirin and arsenic. Mr. Gower is clearly drunk, and 
he becomes abusive towards George, hitting him on his 
injured ear and insisting that George deliver the mistaken 
prescription. George runs next door to ask his father for 
help, but his father is busy; George thus learns he must be 
responsible for solving his own problem. Finally he gets 
through to Mr. Gower, and George is able to forgive him 
and retain his affection because George has learned that 
Mr. Gower had just received a telegram informing him that 
his son had died in World War I. The viewing audience 
can also forgive Mr. Gower, and a student understands that 
when “favored with a widened horizon... how much better you 
would understand them. If you could only know your fellows, you 
would eventually fall in love with them.” [Paper 100:4.5, page 1098.2] 
Indeed, grasping this theme is a central service provided by 
literature.

There are many Urantia Book themes that naturally 
emerge from literature. In many coming of age novels, 
the turning points hinge on “decisions, decisions, and more 
decisions” and “sincerity, sincerity, and more sincerity.” Fantasy 
often provides a perspective that relies more on meaning 
and values than it does on physical reality. Dystopic novels, 
a staple of young adult literature, show the truth of Mota 
12, that “The greatest affliction (in the cosmos) is never to have 
been afflicted. Mortals only learn wisdom by experiencing tribula-
tion.” [Paper 48:7.14, page 556.14]  And many works offer a sense 
that, whether through love or loyalty, whether a story turns 
out happily or not, relationships between personalities are 
paramount.

“Where words 
lose their 
meaning, people 
lose their lives” 

~ Confucius

In any human experience, the most significant meaning 
results from those relationships between personalities. 
When it is successful, and sometimes when it isn’t, the 
relationship between student and teacher can be pro-
found. While one cannot force it, over the years I have 
had many opportunities to share with individual students. 

I remember a student whose family friend had died in 
a car accident. After she had come seeking someone to 
talk to, when the moment was appropriate, we could talk 
about life and death and what it means. Recently one of 
my China students was upset after watching the film The 
Green Mile. She sent me a long email. After I watched the 
film, I wrote her back with a mixture of comments and 
quotes from The Urantia Book; then we had a couple of-
conversations on Zoom. It’s a beginning. I once had a girl 
in summer class whose reputation included “destroying” 
classes she’d attended previous summers. But I saw a bril-
liant young woman whose intensity and creativity needed 
to be nurtured. After surreptitiously comparing her to 
Kate from The Taming of the Shrew as we read the play, her 
three-week tutorial in turning her energies positive started 
to bear some fruit. Our relationship continued for a time, 
and I heard from her mother eight years later after her 
daughter had graduated from Princeton with honors. I 
have given The Urantia Book to many students, and some 
have attended study groups. None are deep students of 
the book yet, but we are still trying. The point is that in a 
student/teacher relationship, some of the necessary steps 
for presenting the book are natural if one is patient and 
appropriate.

 The Need to Improve Education Globally
Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to change the world.”

Many, many organizations around the world seek to help 
the cause of education. They recognize how pivotal this 
effort is if civilization is to advance and the world will 
become a better place.

Increasing educational levels in poor countries will 
improve economic prosperity and result in other ben-
efits. According to Unicef, “achieving the [goal of good] 
education will have transformative effects on other goals... 
Educating children gives the next generation the tools to 
fight poverty and prevent disease, including malaria and 
aids. UNICEF advocates high-quality, child-friendly basic 
education for all, with an emphasis on gender equality 
and eliminating disparities of all kinds.” 

In a world of conflict, repression, famine, disease, and, 
not incidentally, inequality of education opportunities for 



Winter 2018page 14

The ArenA

girls, improving and making more universal more and bet-
ter education can make a difference not only on a material 
level but on a spiritual level as well.

Life Satisfaction and Real GDP per Capita: Gallup World 
Poll

Equitable education for girls is a common concern, the 
objective of many of the groups dedicated to improving 
global education.

“In order to effectively fight poverty around the world, the 
lack of education for children in developing countries, 
especially for girls, must be addressed” ~ Compassion  

GDP per capita vs. Fertility rate

B.R. Ambedkar, an Indian politician and social reformer, 
said, “I measure the progress of a community by the degree 
of progress which women have achieved.” Of the under- or 
non- educated in countries with insufficient education, on 
average 60% are girls. (See Appendix items in bold) “Edu-
cating girls, in particular, has a ‘multiplier effect.’ Educated 
girls are more likely to marry later and have fewer children, 
who in turn will be more likely to survive and to be bet-
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ter nourished and educated. Educated women are more 
productive at home and better paid in the workplace, and 
more able to participate in social, economic and political 
decision-making.” — UNICEF

“You educate a 
man; you educate a 
man. You educate a 
woman; you educate a 
generation” ~ Brigham Young

There are countless benefits that accrue to a culture that 
gains education, including less violence, more affluence, 
less disease, longer life spans, more equality, and more toler-
ance. There are even spiritual gains, progressively leading 
one from knowledge to understanding to the application of 
values to spiritual awareness. According to Global Aware-
ness, “Education makes people more likely to participate 
in political processes constructively and non-violently.” Dr. 
Martin Luther King wrote, “Intelligence plus character—that 
is the goal of true education.”

It is the purpose of education to develop and sharpen these 
innate endowments of the human mind [these scientific, moral, 
and spiritual insights, these cosmic responses]; of civilization 
to express them; of life experience to realize them; of religion to 
ennoble them; and of personality to unify them. [Paper 16.6.11, 

page 192.7]

“All men by nature desire knowledge” ~ Aristotle

My Plans for Helping Outside the Classroom
If we are to help Urantia move closer to being on evo-
lutionary track, education must play a key role. It is the 
“safe and true method of accelerating civilization.” It is 
heartening to see the gains that have been made, especially 
in literacy, during the past two centuries. It is also heart-
warming to see the efforts that many individuals and in-
stitutions are making. There are numerous large organiza-
tions, among them the Global Partnership for Education, 
UNESCO, Compassion, Michelle Obama’s new Let Girls 
Learn, as well as smaller groups like Mind, Body & Spirit, 
Inc., and Upendo Village.

My hero is Malala Yousafzai, the young Pakistani woman 
who stood up to the Taliban to support education rights 
for women and was shot in the head in retaliation. Since 
recovering and fleeing to England with her family, she has 
renewed her initiative and become the youngest recipient 
of the Nobel Peace Prize in history, together with many 
other awards. She is still a teenager. She said that she 
doesn’t want be known as the “girl who was shot by the 
Taliban” but instead as the “girl who fought for education. 
[…] I hope to reach every child who could take courage 
from my words and stand up for his or her rights […] One 
child, one teacher, one book and one pen can change the 
world.” (pp 209-210, Yousafzai, Malala. “I Am Malala”, 
Little, Brown & Co., 2013). I want to be like Malala when 
I grow up. More relevantly, like Malala, I want to help 
people around the world to become better educated.

But to help wobble our misdirected planet nearer to its 
evolutionary course, to facilitate its readiness for the 
values of the Fifth Epochal Revelation, to help bring it to 
preparedness to hear the real gospel of Jesus, to up-step the 
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morality, quality of thought, tolerance, and spirituality of its 
individuals, education on Urantia must reach more deeply.

Religion implies the existence of undiscovered ideals which 
far transcend the known standards of ethics and morality 
embodied in even the highest social usages of the most 
mature institutions of civilization. Religion reaches out for 
undiscovered ideals, unexplored realities, superhuman values, 
divine wisdom, and true spirit attainment. [Paper 160:5.5, page 

1781.1]

I have contributed monetarily to some of those educational 
organizations, but money doesn’t seem enough; contribut-
ing one’s life experience and skills seems essential.

So my plans include continuing to tutor, to teach a summer 
literature and writing class this year, and to continue my 
China classes. Marilynn and I also taught two classes in 
China in August 2016, and we will return there in February 
2018. I also intend to continue contributing to the direct 
Urantia Book education of Urantia Book readers as long as 
I can.

But my altruism, or my ambition — or both — wants to 
do more. One avenue is my China students. Teachers 
know that they contribute to the future. Who knows what 
students I have taught who will impact Urantia for the 
better? Maybe I was able to have a minor role in someone 
who helped significantly. Every student must be considered 
from that perspective, and every lesson has the possibility of 
bearing fruit. Many of these students in China are outstand-
ing young people who can be of great influence in their 
country. These are not undereducated young people; they 
have access in general to the best education their country 
can offer, many through international schools, though 
my classes are exposing them to the American standard of 
discussing and using higher level critical thinking skills. 
Many of these students intend to come to the United States 
for college. I believe that not only China but the Chinese-
American relationship will be of huge significance during 
the next century; China is spiraling through alternating 
times of greater freedom and repression. As the country 
inches towards a more democratic state, I can see my high-
minded and open-minded students contributing. (I have a 
couple picked out for head of state.)

I am in the process of contacting several of those organiza-
tions I’ve mentioned to see how I could help. I’m intrigued 
by Let Girls Learn. Another thought I’ve had is to establish 
my own little organization that would involve some of 
my students who are interested in the concept of helping 
transform the world through educationally transforming in-
dividuals. Given the wave of neo-nationalism sweeping the 
western world, Europe and the United States are certainly 
relevant to the goal of improving “the education of public 
policy.”

I am interested to hear suggestions as a result of this semi-
nar.

Readers of The Urantia Book are fortunate: we know that 
it makes sense to keep trying to help right until the point 
where we end our lives.

Conclusions
The most important thing is that we all need to try. There 
are many ways we can each in our small ways contribute 

to the transformation of Urantia; every bit helps, and even 
Michael didn’t get civilization to move as far as he wanted 
during his human life on Urantia. We can each play a part.

Civilization progresses through each individual. Let me il-
lustrate with one more literary reference. In Lord of the Flies, 
a group of boys are stranded on a tropical island during a nu-
clear war. They have enough to eat and drink, and they even 
create a workable system of government and cooperation. To 
survive, all they need do is each of them conduct themselves 
appropriately within the framework of their system. But 
even with the help of a “Christ” (figure), whom they murder, 
their savagery will out. Within a fairly rough construct, one 
can draw the theme “It takes transformed individuals to 
transform society.”

Whatever the circumstances we find ourselves, profession-
ally or otherwise, we can find ways to positively bring the 
teachings of the book and the fruits of the spirit to those we 
encounter: life is relationships.

There are three levels of education outlined for this seminar:

1) Improving the study of The Urantia Book for readers

2) Using formal situations, such as in classrooms, to con-
vey the teachings without the book

3) Spontaneously living and teaching the fruits of the 
spirit “as we pass by.”

The Urantia Book and even its teachings are means to ends. 
But if we are to validly bring the teachings of The Urantia 
Book to others, we must keep trying to understand those 
teachings. Studying the messages in the book should never 
grow old. Even if we accept that our work may include many 
people who will not read The Urantia Book, it is clear that 
we all must continue to read it and read it well if we are to 
present its teachings.

Appendix—Some Significant Facts About Global 
Education

From the Global Partnership for Education

Below is a list of useful statistics on education. The data are 
sourced from reputable organizations such as the UNESCO 
Institute for Statistics or the Global Education Monitoring 
Report, and from the GPE (Global Partnership for Educa-
tion) Secretariat.

• 75 million children aged 3 to 18 live in countries facing 
war and violence and need educational support.

• 191 million children of primary and lower-secondary 
school age live in 28 GPE partner developing countries 
that are fragile or affected by conflict (2013)

• Close to 60% of GPE allocations in 2014 went to fragile 
or conflict-affected partner countries.

• Only 1.4% of humanitarian aid was invested in educa-
tion in 2015.

• On average, the conflicts in low income countries from 
1999 to 2008 lasted twelve years. This is longer than most 
children and youth in these countries would typically 
spend in school.

• Girls are almost two and a half more likely to be out of 
school if they live in conflict-affected countries, and 
young women are nearly 90% more likely to be out of 
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From the Six-0-Six Newsletter June 1982

A Note on Prayer
By William Wentworth, ACT

Ihave been studying prayer with a Christian group 
who believe that it is right and proper to ask God to 
intervene in the minute details of their daily lives. 

They maintain that there are no limits to the guidance 
which Christians may expect from God and that no 
matter how trivial a problem or how material, God will 
respond directly to prayer for its solution.

There is a contrary viewpoint which maintains that 
asking God to solve our problems for us is not what he 
requires of us.

God provides us with a measure of free will and a 
unique personality through which to express that will. 
He does not want us to ask him how to handle every 
detail of our daily lives. He is not a celestial nursemaid. 

~ M I N I N G  T H E  A R C H I V E S ~

secondary school than their counterparts in countries 
not affected by conflict.

• Thousands of attacks occurred in schools in at least 70 
different countries between 2009 and 2014, with many 
attacks specifically targeting advocates for gender equal-
ity in education.

• Between 2000 and 2014, the numbers of education 
institutions targeted rose 17-fold, causing enrollment 
rates in affected regions to plummet.

• More than 3,600 separate attacks against educational in-
stitutions, teachers and students were recorded in 2012 
alone

• Each year of education reduces the risk of conflict by 
around 20%.

• If the enrollment rate for secondary schooling is 10 per-
centage points higher than the average, the risk of war is 
reduced by about 3 percentage points (a decline in the 
risk from 11.5% to 8.6%).

• In countries with twice the levels of educational in-
equality, the probability of conflict more than doubles.

From Global Citizen:

• Around the world 59 million children of primary 
school age are being denied an education, and almost 
65 million adolescents are without access to a second-
ary school.

• Conflict and natural disasters have disrupted the educa-
tion of 75 million children.

• In one of three countries, less than three quarters of 
teachers are trained to national standards, resulting in 
130 million children enrolled in school who are not 
even learning the basics.

• A child whose mother can read is 50 percent more 
likely to survive past the age of 5.

• Nearly 15 million girls of primary school age will never 
have the opportunity to learn to read and write in 
primary school, compared to 10 million boys.

• In 2012, there were 168 million child labor workers aged 
5 to 17, one reason many cannot attend school.

• Over 40 years, equitable access to quality education 
can help a country raise its gross domestic product per 
capita by 23 percent.

• If all women had a primary education, there would be 
1.7 million fewer malnourished children.

On DoSomething.org:

• In developing, low-income countries, every additional 
year of education can increase a person’s future in-
come by an average of 10%.

• Women who are less educated are having more chil-
dren, on average 2.5 children, over the course of their 
lifetime when compared to more educated women, on 
average 1.7 children.

• Women with a primary school education are 13% 
more likely to know that condoms can reduce their 
risk of contracting HIV/AIDS.

• 53% of the world’s out-of-school children are girls; 2/3 
of the illiterate people in the world are women.

• Education empowers women to make healthy decisions 
about their lives.

On Compassion:

• The global gender gap in education is concentrated 
among the poor. Poor women aged 15 to 30, on average, 
have a year less schooling than poor men of the same age 
group.

• 757 million adults still lack basic reading and writing 
skills. Two-thirds (63 percent) are women

• In sub-Saharan Africa, approximately 80 % of young 
women have not completed their secondary education; 
one in three young women cannot read.

• Nine percent of children of primary school age (typically 
6 to 11 years) continue to be denied the right to educa-
tion.

• More than half (53 percent) of the primary school-age 
children out of school are girls.

• For the school year ending in 2013, 124 million children 
and young adolescents, roughly between the ages of 6 
and 15 years, have either never started school or have 
dropped out.

• A sample of 31 low- and lower-middle-income African 
and South Asian countries, showed that, on average, an 
urban child is almost five times more likely to complete 
secondary education than a rural child. And a boy is 
1.55 times more likely than a girl to complete secondary 
school.

• A study using data from 219 countries from 1970 to 
2009 found that, for every one additional year of edu-
cation for women of reproductive age, child mortality 
decreased by 9.5 percent.

• Worldwide 780 million adults and 103 million young 
people (ages 15–24) are illiterate.   n

DoSomething.org
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On the contrary, he deliberately requires that we exer-
cise considerable freedom and independence in solving 
our purely material problems, learning thereby to work 
intelligently within the framework of natural law. We 
have our faculties, and our free will, not in order to 
resign them to him, but rather in order to consecrate 
them to doing his will. We do not receive our faculties 
and then just hand them back to God for him to use 
on our behalf. Rather we receive them so that we can 
develop them and use them to discover some way of do-
ing his will with them. Not passive surrender but active 
service is what is required of us.

This being the case, we may postulate that God wants 
to use our unique personality to contribute something 
unique to his universe and to his experience of us. This 
is a service we creatures can render the creator—to do 
the creator’s will uniquely, in our own way.

God is in no need of creatures merely to reflect him, he 
is no egotist. But in his experiential capacity as the Su-
preme Being he would like us to contribute something 
of ourselves, something of the real, freewill relationship 
which can evolve between the creator and his creatures.

This is a service we can render only if we are prepared 
to develop our free-will capacities and dedicate them to 
him, rather than attempting to crush the capacities he 
gives us by trying to deny them. There is all the differ-
ence in the world between passive servility and active 
dedication.

Seen in this light, we can hope for answers to prayers 
concerning matters of eternal import, matters of true 
spiritual value. Ordinary matters of everyday life we 
must work out for ourselves.

When our solutions conform to God’s will, we are 
contributing to the Supreme through the personality 
growth so achieved. When we really are confused about 
the Father’s will, then we can expect answers to our 
prayers for guidance.      n

Baptist Hymnal, 1991

I come to the garden alone,

While the dew is still on the roses;

And the voice I hear, falling on my ear,

The Son of God discloses.

Refrain:

And He walks with me, and He talks with me,

And He tells me I am His own,

And the joy we share as we tarry there,

None other has ever known.

He speaks, and the sound of His voice

Is so sweet the birds hush their singing;

And the melody that He gave to me

Within my heart is ringing. 

Refrain

I’d stay in the garden with Him

Tho’ the night around me be falling;

But He bids me go; thro’ the voice of woe,

His voice to me is calling. 

Refrain

n
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~ Items of Interest from the Website ~

Have  you seen Urantia Association Interna-
tional’s Study Aids and Resources section of the 
website?

Many students of The Urantia Book produce study aids 

and derivative works—creative tools that can help others 

understand the complexity of The Urantia Book. *

The Association has developed a resource library where 

many of these works are available. The full index of sub-

jects can be viewed at the Topical Index of Articles section 

of the website. Here are a few specific links that may be of 

interest:

Videos: https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-

resources/videos 

Science & Cosmology: https://urantia-association.org/cat-

egory/study-aids-resources/science 

Philosophy & Religion: https://urantia-association.org/

category/study-aids-resources/philosophy-religion 

Self-Development: https://urantia-association.org/category/

study-aids-resources/self-development 

Books: https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-

resources/books 

Personal Testimonials: https://urantia-association.org/cat-

egory/study-aids-resources/personal-testimonials 

Introductions to The Urantia Book: https://urantia-associa-

tion.org/category/introductions-to-the-urantia-book 

Teachings of Jesus: https://urantia-association.org/category/

study-aids-resources/teachings-of-jesus 

History of The Urantia Book: https://urantia-association.

org/category/history/the-urantia-book-history 

*Please note that the opinions expressed in these works 

are those of the individuals who created them. Including 

them into this resource library does not imply endorse-

ment of content by Urantia Association International. 

We consider much of the material in these works to 

include useful information and they are provided as a 

convenience to readers.    n

https://urantia-association.org/topical-index-of-articles/
 https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/videos
 https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/videos
 https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/science
 https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/science
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/philosophy-religion
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/philosophy-religion
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/self-development
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/self-development
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/books
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/books
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/personal-testimonials
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/personal-testimonials
https://urantia-association.org/category/introductions-to-the-urantia-book
https://urantia-association.org/category/introductions-to-the-urantia-book
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/teachings-of-jesus
https://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-resources/teachings-of-jesus
https://urantia-association.org/category/history/the-urantia-book-history
https://urantia-association.org/category/history/the-urantia-book-history
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THE “UB ENDEAVOUR”

T he UB Endeavour is a fundraising initiative for the 
purpose of raising funds for ANZURA. We ask if 
you would consider making a contribution to help 

us spread The Urantia Book and its teachings throughout 
Australia and New Zealand. 

ANZURA has adopted much of the work of the former 
Australian office of Urantia Foundation which closed in 
2012. It holds a small inventory of Urantia Books and other 
Urantia associated material such as study aids and second-
ary works that are available to readers for dissemination 
projects. As ANZURA’s main objective is to foster the in-depth 
study of The Urantia Book and to disseminate its teachings 
there is continually work to be done in an effort to fulfill 
this mission. 

ANZURA provides a reader referral service that helps 
readers find other readers and study groups in their towns 
or regions. Volunteer staff respond to enquiries about The 
Urantia Book and associated reader activities that come to 
us via the internet and telephone. We maintain a website 
that services readers and curious truth seekers alike with 
information, study aids, secondary works, and the entire 
text of The Urantia Book online with an efficient search 
engine. Each year ANZURA sponsors and organises two 
major study events: the National Study Day and the annual 
Urantia Book Readers’ Conference. We sponsor a gift book 
program where books are donated to libraries and relevant 
learning centres as well as study groups and individuals who 
wish to assist in this seeding program. A four-part introduc-

tory DVD is being developed as a study aid which will be a 
useful tool to use when introducing people to The Urantia 
Book. And of course, none of this can happen without an 
administration centre that requires basic office equipment 
such as computers, printers, a telephone line and stationary. 

All of the above require funds. Would you please consider 
helping us by making a contribution? For the average 
income earner we recommend regular small donations such 
as a dollar a day (or $30 per month) automatically debited 
from bank accounts. 

If you decide to assist us with the promotion and dissemina-
tion of The Urantia Book by contributing to the UB Endeav-
our, please either fill out the tear-off contribution form 
below and return it with your contribution to:

ANZURA
PO Box 1581
Warriewood, NSW 2102

Or alternatively you may direct debit into ANZURA’s bank 
account:
Account Name: ANZURA
BSB: 082-146 
Account Number: 67 899 2437 

Please consider a perpetual monthly or quarterly donation. 

For enquiries phone 0431 285 943 or  
email: anzura@urantia-anzura.org n

PLEDGE / GIFT CARD

My gift to the UB-Endeavour is enclosed. $

I pledge to the UB-Endeavour

I authorise a contribution of $

Perpetual gift arrangement

Please deduct $ from my credit card until further notice

Monthly Bi-monthly Quarterly Bi-annually Annually

ANZURA—The Australian & New Zealand
Urantia Association, National Association of
International URANTIA Association (IUA)

P.O. Box 609, Narrabeen, NSW 2101 Australia
Ph: 02 9970 6200  Fax: 02 9970 6201
anzura@urantia.org.au
14 Aspiring Ave, Manukau Heights, Auckland
New Zealand, Ph/Fax: 09 263 5800
joemarion@xtra.co.nz
® Registered Mark of URANTIA Foundation. Used pursuant to license.
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Charge my: Mastercard Visa card Bank card

Card number

Expiry

Signature

Please make cheques payable to
“ANZURA–UB Endeavour”

For Office Use Only:
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Address
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enohP ssenisuBenohP emoH

liamErebmun xaF

Signature Date

Please fill out both sides of this card.
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14 Aspiring Ave, Manukau Heights, Auckland
New Zealand, Ph/Fax: 09 263 5800
joemarion@xtra.co.nz
® Registered Mark of URANTIA Foundation. Used pursuant to license.
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URANTIA Association International (UAI) 
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14 Aspiring Ave, Manukau Heights, Auckland
New Zealand, Ph/Fax: 09 263 5800
joemarion@xtra.co.nz
® Registered Mark of URANTIA Foundation. Used pursuant to license.    
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Urantia Association, National Association of 
URANTIA Association International (UAI) 

PO Box 1581, Warriewood, NSW 2102 Australia 
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anzura@urantia-anzura.org 

Masterton, New Zealand 
Ph: (06) 377 3469 or 027 550 7055

mikesbruv@gmail.com
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Urantia Book Online
Here is a stand-alone, fully searcheable Urantia Book website available for all.

URANTIA BOOK ONLINE website http://ubook4u.com/ is very fast, supports full screen monitors and has an excellent 
search engine, which displays the time in fractions of a second for any search. Searches can be based on instances of any 
words, phrases, or associatios of words in The Urantia Book.   n

ANZURA Conference—Qld 2018

Alexandra Park 
Conference Centre

Mari Street
Alexandra Headland, 
QLD 4572

5 to 8 Oct

http://ubook4u.com/
http://ubook4u.com/
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TheArenA

In your living and loving ministry serve
spiritual food in attractive form and
suited to the capacity of receptivity of
each of your inquirers.

(1474:02)

August 27
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Contacts in
Australia and New Zealand

If you would like to be listed as a contact person, 
advise about your study Group or if your details have 

changed — please contact ANZURA.

ACT
William Wentworth
Holder
Canberra, ACT 2611
0450 035 866
wentworth@grapevine.com.au

Nigel Nunn
Bruce
Canberra, ACT 2617
0418 900 216
nnnunnn@gmail.com

Verner Verass
Duffy
Canberra, ACT 2611
0408 851 827
vern@designd.com.au

NSW
Trevor & Kathleen Swadling
Mona Vale 2103
Sydney, NSW
0417 706 692
swadling@bigpond.net.au

Pam & Dave Bradford
Towamba 2550
Southern NSW
02 6496 7186
lepney@skymesh.com.au

Rita Schaad
New Lambton 2305
Newcastle, NSW
02 4956 2272
maritah1@optusnet.com.au

Merindi & Bernie Belarski
Figtree
Wollongong, NSW 2525
02 4227 2859
belarski@bigpond.com

QLD
Graeme Chapman 
East Brisbane QLD 4169
07 3391 2052 
graemechapman@archart.com.au

SA
Stephen Carthew
Marino, SA 5049
0411 518 464
scarthew47@gmail.com

TAS
Julian McGarry
Hobart, TAS 7000
03 6295 0813
julianmcgarry@gmail.com

VIC
Regina Williamson
Ferntree Gully 3156
Melbourne VIC
0424 591 852
reginaeve@gmail.com
Bevan-Rhys James
Heidelberg 3084
Melbourne VIC
03 9458 3711
bevan@brjames.com.au

WA
Peter Webb
Butler, WA 6036
0420 360 697
webbph@bigpond.com

NZ
Marion Steward
Manukau City, Auckland, NZ
09 263 5800
joemarion@xtra.co.nz
Neville Twist
Epsom, Auckland, NZ
09 630 1415
mainrl@clear.net.nz
Colin Hemmingsen
Wellington, NZ
04 567 4868
colinhemmingsen@xtra.co.nz
Matty Hall
Masterton, NZ
(06) 377 3469 or 027 550 7055
mikesbruv@gmail.com

PO Box 1581, Warriewood, NSW 2102, Australia

 Email: anzura@urantia-anzura.org
 Web: www.urantia-anzura.org 
 Phone: 0431 285 943

 The Arena is a quarterly publication
dedicated to the promotion of goodwill  
and understanding among readers of 

~ The Urantia Book ~

Editorial contributions are welcome. Subscription rates: 
Australia/New Zealand—$A10 per year. Other countries—$A15 per year. 
Please remit in Australian currency, cheques made payable to ANZURA. 
Interpretations and opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent those of ANZURA, The Arena, or Urantia Foundation. All 
quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are from The Urantia Book © 1955 and 
used by permission.

Contact ANZURA
ANZURA   PO Box 1581 
Warriewood, NSW 2102

Phone: 0431 285 943
Email: anzura@urantia-anzura.org 

Visit our website https://anzura.urantia-association.org
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